
 

 

 

Year X plan 2011: English 
Australian Curriculum P–10 draft for trial 

 

WHOLE SCHOOL CURRICULUM AND ASSESSMENT PLAN:      
PIMPAMA STATE SECONDARY COLLEGE 

 
 

 
  



Pimpama State Secondary College 

Curriculum & Assessment Plan 
 | 1 

 

Contents 

Whole School Curriculum and Assessment Plan 2017 - 2020 .... 4 

Whole school curriculum and assessment plan: what we currently do 5 

Planning Curriculum & Assessment ............................................ 6 

Planning ……………………………………………………………………………………….6 

Assessment ................................................................................................................... 6 

Moderation ..................................................................................................................... 6 

Cross curriculum and CCEs .......................................................................................... 6 

Teaching & Learning Unit Overview English ............................... 7 

English Year 8 ..................................................................................................... 9 

English Year 9 ................................................................................................... 11 

English Year 10 ................................................................................................. 13 

Teaching & Learning Unit Overview Mathematics..................... 14 

Mathematics Years 7 ........................................................................................ 14 

Mathematics Years 8 ........................................................................................ 15 

Mathematics Years 9 ........................................................................................ 16 

Mathematics Years 10 ...................................................................................... 17 

Teaching & Learning Unit Overview Science ............................. 18 

Science Years 7 ................................................................................................ 18 

Science Years 8 ................................................................................................ 19 

Science Years 9 ................................................................................................ 20 

Science Years 10 .............................................................................................. 21 

Teaching & Learning Unit Overview Humanities ....................... 22 

History Year 7 ................................................................................................... 22 

Geography Year 7 ............................................................................................. 22 

History Year 8 ................................................................................................... 23 

Geography Year 8 ............................................................................................. 23 

Year 9 History ................................................................................................... 24 

This is Not a Test (TNT) Year 10 ...................................................................... 24 

History Year 10 ................................................................................................. 25 

Teaching & Learning Unit Overview Business .......................... 26 

Business Enterprise Year 8............................................................................... 26 

Business Enterprise Year 9............................................................................... 27 

Business Enterprise Year 10............................................................................. 28 

Business Management Year 11 ........................................................................ 28 



Pimpama State Secondary College 

Curriculum & Assessment Plan 
 | 2 

Business Management Year 12 ........................................................................ 29 

Certificate II Business (TAS) ............................................................................. 30 

Teaching & Learning Unit Overview Chinese ............................ 31 

Chinese Year 7 ................................................................................................. 31 

Chinese Year 8 ................................................................................................. 31 

Chinese Year 9 ................................................................................................. 32 

Chinese Year 10 ............................................................................................... 32 

Chinese Year 11/12 .......................................................................................... 33 

Teaching & Learning Unit Overview Health & Physical Education 34 

Health & Physical Education Year 7 ................................................................. 34 

Health & Physical Education Year 8 ................................................................. 35 

Health & Physical Education Year 9 ................................................................. 35 

Elite Athlete Development Program Year 9 ...................................................... 36 

Elite Athlete Development Program Year 10..................................................... 36 

Recreation Studies Year 10 .............................................................................. 37 

Health Studies Year 10 ..................................................................................... 37 

Physical Education Year 11 .............................................................................. 38 

Recreation Studies Year 11 .............................................................................. 38 

Elite Athlete Development Program Year 11..................................................... 39 

Physical Education Year 12 .............................................................................. 39 

Recreation Studies Year 12 .............................................................................. 40 

Health Studies Year 12 ..................................................................................... 40 

Teaching & Learning Unit Overview Creative Industries .......... 41 

Designing Futures Year 7 ................................................................................. 41 

Designing Futures Year 8 ................................................................................. 41 

Industrial Technology & Design Year 8 ............................................................. 41 

Industrial Technology & Design Year 9 ............................................................. 42 

Playmakers Year 9 ............................................................................................ 43 

Graphics Year 10 .............................................................................................. 43 

Foundation Tech Studies Year 10 ..................................................................... 44 

Foundation Information Technology Systems Year 10 ..................................... 44 

Foundation Visual Arts Year 10 ........................................................................ 45 

Foundation Design Year 10 .............................................................................. 45 

Teaching & Learning Unit Overview Performing Arts ............... 46 

Performing Arts Year 8 ..................................................................................... 46 

Aspiring Performers (Dance) Year 8 ................................................................. 47 

Dance Year 9 .................................................................................................... 47 

Dance Year 10 .................................................................................................. 48 

Dance Year 11 .................................................................................................. 48 



Pimpama State Secondary College 

Curriculum & Assessment Plan 
 | 3 

Dance Year 12 .................................................................................................. 49 

Aspiring Performers (Drama) Year 7/8 .............................................................. 49 

Drama Year 9/10 – Year A ................................................................................ 50 

Drama Year 9/10 – Year B ................................................................................ 50 

Drama Year 11 .................................................................................................. 51 

Drama Year 12 .................................................................................................. 51 

Aspiring Performers Program: Music Year A .................................................... 52 

Music Year 9 ..................................................................................................... 52 

Music Year 10 ................................................................................................... 52 

Music Year 11 ................................................................................................... 53 

Music Year 12 ................................................................................................... 53 

Music Extension Year 12 .................................................................................. 54 

Pimpama State Secondary College Assessment Plan – Junior School 55 

Pimpama State Secondary College Assessment Plan – Middle School 56 

Pimpama State Secondary College Assessment Plan – Senior School 58 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 



Pimpama State Secondary College 

Curriculum & Assessment Plan 
 | 4 

Whole School Curriculum and Assessment Plan 2017 - 2020 
 

 

 

School: Pimpama State Secondary College Regional centre: South East Region 

School information and data Sources for gathering information and data 

Total enrolments  1420 Systemic  

• NAPLAN 

• School Data Profile 

• Headline Indicators 

 

School-based 

• Class and individual assessment tasks 

• Diagnostic testing – PAT – R, PAT – M, PAT - Science 

• Pre-testing tools 

• Class Dashboard 

Year levels Year 7 – Year 12 

Student information % males: 52.4% % females: 47.6% 

% Indigenous students: 4% % students with disabilities: 6.1% 

Staff information Number of teaching staff: 98 (including WSS-SLR & 
SWD) 

Number of non-teaching staff: 30 (excluding 
cleaning staff) 

Systemic priorities 

The top three priorities for 2017 - 2020 are: 

1. Improve reading means 

2. U2B Reading 

3. U2B Numeracy 

School-based priorities 

Our top three priorities for 2017 - 2020 are: 

1. Implementation of whole school reading strategy to improve reading mean 

2. U2B Numeracy  

3. Embed Habits of a 21st Century Learner within curriculum 
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Whole school curriculum and assessment plan: what we currently do 

 

Mission statement: 

Developing learners who can identify opportunity and manage risk, who can innovate and create; who can shape and define their future. 

What are our future goals for teaching and learning?  

Over the next four years we will work to build teacher capacity through the implementation of Growth Coaching from 2018. Pedagogy coaches and teacher mentors will be implemented to support the ongoing development of the 
pedagogical framework and support new and beginning teachers. 

A review of student welfare and behaviour support staff will be undertaken in 2017 to ensure a safe and supportive learning environment. 

What we are doing and will continue doing to 
improve teaching and learning? 

What we are doing and will continue doing to build 
staff capacity through continuing professional 
development? 

What we are doing and will continue doing to 
manage our resources effectively. 

What we are doing and will continue doing to ensure 
parent and community engagement. 

Pedagogy focus: 

• Improving reading comprehension across the college 

• Stretching student capacity in solving complex 
mathematical problems 

• Embedding Habits of a 21st Century Learner 

• Art & Science of Teaching 

 

Teaching expertise to support pedagogy focus: 

• Implementation of Tactical Teaching of Reading 

• Explicit strategies to support reading on College 
Reading Placemat. 

• Introduction of Quick Writes and 7 Steps to Writing 
Success supported by professional development at 
staff meetings and twilight PD. 

Catering for all learners: 

• Consistent approach to feedback through pre-testing, 
formative and summative assessment, success 
criteria and learning intentions. 

• Differentiation of instruction, classroom environment 
and assessment. 

• Review of learning support and SEP structures. 

School leaders: 

• Continued development of leaders as performance 
coaches through Growth Coaching framework. 

• Target professional learning to build knowledge and 
skill in literacy and numeracy of school leaders. 

• Align line management meeting agendas with school 
priorities to maintain focus on school priorities. 

Teaching staff: 

• Implementation of PSSC Cycle of Inquiry 

• Establish practices of professional collaboration 

• Peer observation and feedback 

• Literacy resources available on Ed Studio Access 
Key S889158744 

Support staff: 

• Professional learning to build capacity for literacy and 
numeracy support. 

• Review of support structures to improve efficiency 
and productivity. 

 

Human resources: 

• Workforce plan to build capability of lead teachers to 
mentor peers and implement strategies to improve 
learning outcomes. 

• Professional development plan aligned with school 
priorities that develops the skills and knowledge of 
staff to meet school targets. 

• Community partnerships to support school priorities 
i.e. university, training, industry and community. 

 

Financial resources: 

• Target I4S resources to support school priorities. 

• Ensure financial sustainability though strategic 
financial management to provide consistent 
resourcing of key staff and programs that meet 
school priorities. 

 

Physical resources: 

• Construction of specialist facilities to support 
curriculum and student wellbeing. 

 

Parent engagement: 

 Roll out of DayMap parent portal to engage parents 
in the support of their child’s education.  

 Parent evenings to build partnerships, provide 
feedback and information about curriculum. 

• Training of school council. 

Community links: 

• Partnerships with external (government/non-
government) agencies and establishment of 
community hub to support student wellbeing. 
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Planning Curriculum & Assessment 

Planning 

The school has a collaborative approach to curriculum planning which ensures that Pimpama’s curriculum is aligned to the Australian Curriculum and QCAA Senior Syllabuses, while at the same time being adapted to meet the learning needs of the local 

school context.  Staff at the school are familiar with, and work with the school’s shared curriculum expectations. 

Each faculty at the school has a sequenced plan for curriculum delivery which teachers understand and implement. Curriculum in Years 7 to 10 is generally aligned with Australian Curriculum, particularly in the core areas of English, Mathematics, 

Science and the Humanities. 

School leaders and HODs have clear expectations at the school that teachers will deliver the full scope and sequence of each approved unit and year level.   

Assessment 

Heads of Departments, with the support of Year level coordinators are ultimately responsible for developing and approving units of work, including assessments and standards matrices. Each faculty applies quality assurance to ensure that Australian 

Curriculum Content Descriptions are covered and students are provided every opportunity to achieve the Australian Curriculum achievement standards.   

Moderation 

The curriculum is used as a basis for on-going staff discussions about the best way to maximise student learning and wellbeing. All Year level coordinators and the Heads of Department lead a rigorous curriculum review cycle.  Year level teams meet 

regularly to monitor ongoing curriculum delivery and at least once per term to review the current term’s unit and plan for next term. 

The school places a high priority on making the curriculum locally relevant and uses the curriculum review cycle to recognise and build on students existing skill and knowledge.  Each faculty undertakes its own moderation process based in the nature of 

the subject taught, the sorts of assessment undertaken and staff’s familiarity with the moderation process.   

Cross curriculum and CCEs 

The school curriculum focuses on cross curricular skills and attributes particularly in the areas of literacy and numeracy. 

Teachers deliver a range of programs and approaches to support each student’s literacy development, particularly to support the school’s improvement agenda of writing. This includes using PAT R diagnostic testing tool to support students reading 

development, Tactical Teaching of Reading (TTR), Seven Steps to Writing Success, implementing Quick Writes across the curriculum, as well as implementation of the school’s English curriculum. Numeracy development is supported by the school’s 

Wise-Up inquiry learning approach across year levels. 

The school’s curriculum is also guided by a whole curriculum plan which focuses on the development of the skills for 21st Century, including 21st Century Learner Profile (Creative Thinking, Independent Inquiry, and Reflective Learner), Digitally Literacy 

and Effective Communication.  In addition, the school emphasises its Design Thinking philosophy across the curriculum which focuses on problem solving, collaboration and experimentation, through process of discovery, interpretation, ideation, 

experimentation and evolution.  
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Teaching & Learning Unit Overview English 

English Year 7 

Unit 1 Biographies 

(Term 1: Weeks 2-8) 

Unit 2 Narratives 

(Term 1/2: Week 9-7) 

Unit 3 Advertising 

(Term 2: Week 8-10) 

Unit 4 Novel Study 

(Term 3: Week 1-10) 

Unit 5 Songs of Social Comment 

(Term 4: Week 1-7) 

Rationale: In this unit students read biographies to identify 

text structures and language features. They demonstrate 

their knowledge of a biography by gathering information to 

create an oral presentation about a person in their life who 

has displayed one of the following values: compassion, 

courage, integrity, perseverance. Language 

Expressing and developing ideas 

 Investigate vocabulary typical of extended and more 
academic texts and the role of abstract nouns, 
classification, description and generalisation in building 
specialised knowledge through language (ACELA1537) 

 Recognise and understand that subordinate clauses 
embedded within noun groups/phrases are a common 
feature of written sentence structures and increase the 
density of information (ACELA1534) 

 Understand how to use spelling rules and word origins, for 
example Greek and Latin roots, base words, suffixes, 
prefixes, spelling patterns and generalisations to learn 
new words and how to spell them (ACELA1539) 

Language for interaction 

 Understand how language is used to evaluate texts and 
how evaluations about a text can be substantiated by 
reference to the text and other sources (ACELA1782) 

Text structure and organisation 

 Understand and explain how the text structures and 
language features of texts become more complex in 
informative and persuasive texts and identify underlying 
structures such as taxonomies, cause and effect, and 
extended metaphors (ACELA1531) 

 Understand that the coherence of more complex texts 
relies on devices that signal text structure and guide 
readers, for example overviews, initial and concluding 
paragraphs and topic sentences, indexes or site maps or 
breadcrumb trails for online texts (ACELA1763) 

 Understand the use of punctuation to support meaning in 
complex sentences with prepositional phrases and 
embedded clauses (ACELA1532)  

Literacy 

Creating texts 

 Plan, draft and publish imaginative, informative and 
persuasive texts, selecting aspects of subject matter and 
particular language, visual, and audio features to convey 
information and ideas (ACELY1725) 

 Edit for meaning by removing repetition, refining ideas, 
reordering sentences and adding or substituting words for 
impact (ACELY1726)  

 Consolidate a personal handwriting style that is legible, 
fluent and automatic and supports writing for extended 
periods (ACELY1727) 

 Use a range of software, including word processing 
programs, to confidently create, edit and publish written 
and multimodal texts (ACELY1728) 

Interpreting, analysing, evaluating 

 Analyse and explain the ways text structures and 
language features shape meaning and vary according to 
audience and purpose (ACELY1721) 

 Use prior knowledge and text processing strategies to 
interpret a range of types of texts (ACELY1722) 

 Use comprehension strategies to interpret, analyse and 
synthesise ideas and information, critiquing ideas and 
issues from a variety of textual sources (ACELY1723) 

Interacting with Others 

Rationale: In this unit students will examine how the 7 

Steps of Writing can be used to write an engaging narrative. 

They demonstrate their knowledge of narrative by creating 

a storyboard, presenting a pitch and writing an engaging 

narrative.  

Language 

Expressing and developing ideas 

 Recognise and understand that subordinate clauses 
embedded within noun groups/phrases are a common 
feature of written sentence structures and increase the 
density of information (ACELA1534) 

 Understand how to use spelling rules and word origins, for 
example Greek and Latin roots, base words, suffixes, 
prefixes, spelling patterns and generalisations to learn 
new words and how to spell them (ACELA1539) 

Text structure and organisation 

 Understand the use of punctuation to support meaning in 
complex sentences with prepositional phrases and 
embedded clauses (ACELA1532)  

Literacy 

Creating texts 

 Plan, draft and publish imaginative, informative and 
persuasive texts, selecting aspects of subject matter and 
particular language, visual, and audio features to convey 
information and ideas (ACELY1725) 

 Edit for meaning by removing repetition, refining ideas, 
reordering sentences and adding or substituting words for 
impact (ACELY1726)  

Interpreting, analysing, evaluating 

 Analyse and explain the ways text structures and 
language features shape meaning and vary according to 
audience and purpose (ACELY1721) 

 Use prior knowledge and text processing strategies to 
interpret a range of types of texts (ACELY1722) 

 Use comprehension strategies to interpret, analyse and 
synthesise ideas and information, critiquing ideas and 
issues from a variety of textual sources (ACELY1723) 

 Consolidate a personal handwriting style that is legible, 
fluent and automatic and supports writing for extended 
periods (ACELY1727) 

Literature 

Creating Literature 

 Experiment with text structures and language features and 
their effects in creating literary texts, for example, using 
rhythm, sound effects, monologue, layout, navigation and 
colour (ACELT1805) 

 Create literary texts that adapt stylistic features 
encountered in other texts, for example, narrative 
viewpoint, structure of stanzas, contrast and juxtaposition 
(ACELT1625) 

Responding to Literature 

 Reflect on ideas and opinions about characters, settings 
and events in literary texts, identifying areas of agreement 
and difference with others and justifying a point of view 
(ACELT1620) 

 Compare the ways that language and images are used to 
create character, and to influence emotions and opinions 
in different types of texts (ACELT1621) 

Examining Literature 

 Recognise and analyse the ways that characterisation, 
events and settings are combined in narratives, and 

Rationale: In this unit students understand how text 
structures and language features combine to influence 
audiences. Students will analyse an advertisement and 
write a paragraph explaining how language and images 
work together to influence an audience.  

Language 

Expressing and developing ideas 

 Recognise and understand that subordinate clauses 
embedded within noun groups/phrases are a common 
feature of written sentence structures and increase the 
density of information (ACELA1534) 

 Understand how modality is achieved through 
discriminating choices in modal verbs, adverbs, adjectives 
and nouns (ACELA1536) 

 Understand how to use spelling rules and word origins, for 
example Greek and Latin roots, base words, suffixes, 
prefixes, spelling patterns and generalisations to learn 
new words and how to spell them (ACELA1539) 

Language for interaction 

 Understand how language is used to evaluate texts and 
how evaluations about a text can be substantiated by 
reference to the text and other sources (ACELA1782) 

Literacy 

Creating texts 

 Plan, draft and publish imaginative, informative and 
persuasive texts, selecting aspects of subject matter and 
particular language, visual, and audio features to convey 
information and ideas (ACELY1725) 

 Edit for meaning by removing repetition, refining ideas, 
reordering sentences and adding or substituting words for 
impact (ACELY1726)  

 Consolidate a personal handwriting style that is legible, 
fluent and automatic and supports writing for extended 
periods (ACELY1727) 

 Use a range of software, including word processing 
programs, to confidently create, edit and publish written 
and multimodal texts (ACELY1728) 

Interpreting, analysing, evaluating 

 Analyse and explain the ways text structures and 
language features shape meaning and vary according to 
audience and purpose (ACELY1721) 

 Use prior knowledge and text processing strategies to 
interpret a range of types of texts (ACELY1722) 

 Use comprehension strategies to interpret, analyse and 
synthesise ideas and information, critiquing ideas and 
issues from a variety of textual sources (ACELY1723) 

 Compare the text structures and language features of 
multimodal texts, explaining how they combine to 
influence audiences (ACELY1724) 

Texts in context 

 Analyse and explain the effect of technological 
innovations on texts, particularly media texts 
(ACELY1765) 

Responding to Literature 

 Compare the ways that language and images are used to 
create character, and to influence emotions and opinions 
in different types of texts (ACELT1621) 

 Discuss aspects of texts, for example their aesthetic and 
social value, using relevant and appropriate 
metalanguage (ACELT1803) 

Rationale: In this unit students listen to, read and view 

literature about Australia and Australians, including the 

close study of a literary text. Students demonstrate their 

understanding of the literary text by responding to 

comprehension questions. They also explore ideas and 

viewpoints about events, issues and characters represented 

in the text. Students examine the ways language is used by 

the author to create characters and to influence the 

emotions and opinions of readers. They create an 

imaginative/ descriptive recount to convey a particular point 

of view, adapting stylistic features such as narrative 

viewpoint, contrast and juxtaposition. 

Language 

Expressing and developing ideas 

 Investigate vocabulary typical of extended and more 
academic texts and the role of abstract nouns, 
classification, description and generalisation in building 
specialised knowledge through language (ACELA1537) 

 Recognise and understand that subordinate clauses 
embedded within noun groups/phrases are a common 
feature of written sentence structures and increase the 
density of information (ACELA1534) 

 Understand how modality is achieved through 
discriminating choices in modal verbs, adverbs, adjectives 
and nouns (ACELA1536) 

 Understand how to use spelling rules and word origins, for 
example Greek and Latin roots, base words, suffixes, 
prefixes, spelling patterns and generalisations to learn 
new words and how to spell them (ACELA1539) 

Text structure and organisation 

 Understand that the coherence of more complex texts 
relies on devices that signal text structure and guide 
readers, for example overviews, initial and concluding 
paragraphs and topic sentences, indexes or site maps or 
breadcrumb trails for online texts (ACELA1763) 

 Understand the use of punctuation to support meaning in 
complex sentences with prepositional phrases and 
embedded clauses (ACELA1532)  

Literacy 

Creating texts 

 Plan, draft and publish imaginative, informative and 
persuasive texts, selecting aspects of subject matter and 
particular language, visual, and audio features to convey 
information and ideas (ACELY1725) 

 Edit for meaning by removing repetition, refining ideas, 
reordering sentences and adding or substituting words for 
impact (ACELY1726)  

 Consolidate a personal handwriting style that is legible, 
fluent and automatic and supports writing for extended 
periods (ACELY1727) 

Interpreting, analysing, evaluating 

 Use prior knowledge and text processing strategies to 
interpret a range of types of texts (ACELY1722) 

 Use comprehension strategies to interpret, analyse and 
synthesise ideas and information, critiquing ideas and 
issues from a variety of textual sources (ACELY1723) 

Literature 

Creating Literature 

 Create literary texts that adapt stylistic features 
encountered in other texts, for example, narrative 

Rationale: In this unit students listen to and read a variety 

of songs that put forward different perspectives on a variety 

of social issues. They analyse a song, which makes a 

comment on a social issue, then present this analysis with a 

multi-modal presentation to the class. 

Language 

Expressing and developing ideas 

 Investigate vocabulary typical of extended and more 
academic texts and the role of abstract nouns, 
classification, description and generalisation in building 
specialised knowledge through language (ACELA1537) 

 Understand how to use spelling rules and word origins, for 
example Greek and Latin roots, base words, suffixes, 
prefixes, spelling patterns and generalisations to learn 
new words and how to spell them (ACELA1539) 

Language for interaction 

 Understand how language is used to evaluate texts and 
how evaluations about a text can be substantiated by 
reference to the text and other sources (ACELA1782) 

Text structure and organisation 

 Understand and explain how the text structures and 
language features of texts become more complex in 
informative and persuasive texts and identify underlying 
structures such as taxonomies, cause and effect, and 
extended metaphors (ACELA1531) 

 Understand that the coherence of more complex texts 
relies on devices that signal text structure and guide 
readers, for example overviews, initial and concluding 
paragraphs and topic sentences, indexes or site maps or 
breadcrumb trails for online texts (ACELA1763) 

Literacy 

Creating texts 

 Plan, draft and publish imaginative, informative and 
persuasive texts, selecting aspects of subject matter and 
particular language, visual, and audio features to convey 
information and ideas (ACELY1725) 

 Consolidate a personal handwriting style that is legible, 
fluent and automatic and supports writing for extended 
periods (ACELY1727) 

Interacting with Others 

 Identify and discuss main ideas, concepts and points of 
view in spoken texts to evaluate qualities, for example the 
strength of an argument or the lyrical power of a poetic 
rendition (ACELY1719) 

 Plan, rehearse and deliver presentations, selecting and 
sequencing appropriate content and multimodal elements 
to promote point of view or enable a new way of seeing 
(ACELY1720) 

 Use interaction skills when discussing and presenting 
ideas and information, selecting body language, voice 
qualities and other elements, (for example music and 
sound) to add interest and meaning (ACELY1804) 

Interpreting, analysing, evaluating 

 Analyse and explain the ways text structures and 
language features shape meaning and vary according to 
audience and purpose (ACELY1721) 

 Use comprehension strategies to interpret, analyse and 
synthesise ideas and information, critiquing ideas and 
issues from a variety of textual sources (ACELY1723) 

Literature 

Examining Literature 
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 Plan, rehearse and deliver presentations, selecting and 
sequencing appropriate content and multimodal elements 
to promote point of view or enable a new way of seeing 
(ACELY1720) 

Literature 

Creating Literature 

 Create literary texts that adapt stylistic features 
encountered in other texts, for example, narrative 
viewpoint, structure of stanzas, contrast and juxtaposition 
(ACELT1625) 

Literature and context 

 Identify and explore ideas and viewpoints about events, 
issues and characters represented in texts drawn from 
different historical, social and cultural contexts 
(ACELT1619) 

discuss the purposes and appeal of different approaches 
(ACELT1622) 

viewpoint, structure of stanzas, contrast and juxtaposition 
(ACELT1625) 

 Experiment with text structures and language features and 
their effects in creating literary texts, for example, using 
rhythm, sound effects, monologue, layout, navigation and 
colour (ACELT1805) 

Examining Literature 

 Recognise and analyse the ways that characterisation, 
events and settings are combined in narratives, and 
discuss the purposes and appeal of different approaches 
(ACELT1622) 

Literature and context 

 Identify and explore ideas and viewpoints about events, 
issues and characters represented in texts drawn from 
different historical, social and cultural contexts 
(ACELT1619) 

Responding to Literature 

 Reflect on ideas and opinions about characters, settings 
and events in literary texts, identifying areas of agreement 
and difference with others and justifying a point of view 
(ACELT1620) 

 Compare the ways that language and images are used to 
create character, and to influence emotions and opinions 
in different types of texts (ACELT1621) 

 Discuss aspects of texts, for example their aesthetic and 
social value, using relevant and appropriate 
metalanguage (ACELT1803) 

 Understand, interpret and discuss how language is 
compressed to produce a dramatic effect in film or drama, 
and to create layers of meaning in poetry, for example 
haiku, tankas, couplets, free verse and verse novels 
(ACELT1623) 

Literature and context 

 Identify and explore ideas and viewpoints about events, 
issues and characters represented in texts drawn from 
different historical, social and cultural contexts 
(ACELT1619) 

Responding to Literature 

 Reflect on ideas and opinions about characters, settings 
and events in literary texts, identifying areas of agreement 
and difference with others and justifying a point of view 
(ACELT1620) 

 Compare the ways that language and images are used to 
create character, and to influence emotions and opinions 
in different types of texts (ACELT1621) 

 Discuss aspects of texts, for example their aesthetic and 
social value, using relevant and appropriate 
metalanguage (ACELT1803) 

Assessment: Oral Presentation Assessment: Narrative Assessment: Create and evaluate 
advertisement 

Assessment: Journal and Recount Assessment: Analysis and 
multimodal presentation 

Assessment Length: 2-3 minutes 

Notice: 4 Weeks 

Deadlines: Issued/Scaffold: Wk 4, Draft Peer Editing: Wk 5 

Draft: Wk 6, Final: Wk 7 Moderation: Wk 8 

Assessment Length: 300-400 words 

Notice: 5 Weeks 

Deadlines: Issued: Wk 2, Student Pitch: Wk 4 

Peer Draft: Wk 5, Draft: Wk 6 

Final: Wk 7 Moderation: Wk 8 

Assessment Length: 100-150 words 

Notice: 1 Week 

Deadlines: 

Issued: Wk 9 

Final: Wk 10 

(Formative Assessment) 

Journal 

Assessment Length: 200-300 words 

Notice: 3 Weeks 

Deadlines: Issued: Wk 2, Final: Wk 4, Moderation: Wk 5 

Recount 

Assessment Length: 400-500 words 

Notice: 6 Weeks 

Deadlines: 

Issued: Wk 4 

Drafts of recounts: Wk 5-8 

Final: Wk 9 

Moderation: Wk 10 

Assessment Length: 2-3 minutes 

Notice: 5 Weeks 

Deadlines: 

Issued: Wk 3 

Draft: Wk 6:  

Final: Wk 7 

Moderation: Wk 8 

 

CANON 

Unit 1: 

Descriptive Dystopian 

(Dystopian Fiction Study) 

Assessment: 

Intervention/Short Story 

Unit 2: 

Moving Memories 

(Novel Study) 

Assessments:  

Visual Presentation (group) 

Persuasive Oral 

 Unit 3: 

Creative Cultures 

(Literature Study) 

Assessment: 

Biography Seminar 

Unit 4: 

Fantastic Films 

(Film Study) 

Assessment: 

Feature Article 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACELT1622
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACELT1622
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English Year 8 

Unit 1 News Media 
(Term 1: Weeks 2-8) 

Unit 2 Indigenous Perspectives 
(Term 1/2: Week 9-10) 

Unit 3 Novel 
(Term 3: Week 1-10) 

Unit 4 Creative Writing 
(Term 4: Week 1-8) 

Rationale: In this unit students read, view and listen to a variety of news 

media texts including those taken from digital environments and television. 

Students explore representations of individuals, groups and events, 

explaining how text structures and language features of news media texts 

affect these representations. 

 Language 

Language for Interaction 

 Understand how rhetorical devices are used to persuade and how 
different layers of meaning are developed through the use of metaphor, 
irony and parody. (ACELA1542) 

Text Structure and Organisation 
 Analyse how the text structures and language features of persuasive 

texts, including media texts, vary according to the medium and mode of 
communication. (ACELA1543) 

Expressing and Developing Ideas 
 Recognise that vocabulary choices contribute to the specificity, 

abstraction and style of texts (ACELA1547)  

Literacy 

Interpreting, analysing, evaluating 

 Explore and explain the ways authors combine different modes and media 
in creating texts, and the impact of these choices on the viewer/listener 
(ACELY1735)  

Interacting with Others 

 Interpret the stated and implied meanings in spoken texts, and use 
evidence to support or challenge different perspectives (ACELY1730) 

 Plan, rehearse and deliver presentations, selecting and sequencing 
appropriate content, including multimodal elements, to reflect a diversity of 
viewpoints (ACELY1731) 

Literature 

Examining Literature 

 Identify and evaluate devices that create tone, for example humour, 
wordplay, innuendo and parody in poetry, humorous prose, drama or 
visual texts (ACELT1630) 

Responding to Literature 

 Understand and explain how combinations of words and images in texts 
are used to represent particular groups in society, and how texts position 
readers in relation to those groups (ACELT1628) 

Rationale: 

In this unit, students listen to, read and interpret a variety of literary texts 

about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples' histories and cultures. 

They read aloud a text or excerpts selected from texts that influence 

emotions and opinions on matters raised in the texts. Students explain how 

the text uses language in an emotive way, drawing on evidence selected 

from the text. Students also examine the film Rabbit Proof Fence and 

deconstruct a segment using visual and audio techniques and analyse the 

effect these have on an audience.  

Language 

Language variation and change 

 Understand the influence and impact that the English language has had 
on other languages or dialects and how English has been influenced in 
return (ACELA1540)  

Language for interaction 

 Understand how conventions of speech adopted by communities 
influence the identities of people in those communities (ACELA1541)  

 Understand how rhetorical devices are used to persuade and how 
different layers of meaning are developed through the use of metaphor, 
irony and parody (ACELA1542)  

Text structure and organisation 

 Analyse how the text structures and language features of persuasive 
texts, including media texts, vary according to the medium and mode of 
communication (ACELA1543)  

 Understand how cohesion in texts is improved by strengthening the 
internal structure of paragraphs through the use of examples, quotations 
and substantiation of claims (ACELA1766)  

 Understand how coherence is created in complex texts through devices 
like lexical cohesion, ellipsis, grammatical theme and text connectives 
(ACELA1809)  

 Understand the use of punctuation conventions, including colons, 
semicolons, dashes and brackets in formal and informal texts 
(ACELA1544)  

Expressing and developing ideas 

 Analyse and examine how effective authors control and use a variety of 
clause structures, including clauses embedded within the structure of a 
noun group/phrase or clause (ACELA1545)  

 Investigate how visual and multimodal texts allude to or draw on other 
texts or images to enhance and layer meaning (ACELA1548)  

 Recognise that vocabulary choices contribute to the specificity, 
abstraction and style of texts (ACELA1547)  

 Understand how to apply learned knowledge consistently in order to spell 
accurately and to learn new words including nominalisations 
(ACELA1549) 

Literacy 

Texts in contexts 

 Analyse and explain how language has evolved over time and how 
technology and the media have influenced language use and forms of 
communication (ACELY1729)  

Interacting with others 

 Interpret the stated and implied meanings in spoken texts, and use 
evidence to support or challenge different perspectives (ACELY1730)  

 Use interaction skills for identified purposes, using voice and language 
conventions to suit different situations, selecting vocabulary, modulating 
voice and using elements such as music, images and sound for specific 
effects (ACELY1808)  

 Plan, rehearse and deliver presentations, selecting and sequencing 
appropriate content, including multimodal elements, to reflect a diversity of 
viewpoints (ACELY1731)  

Rationale: In this unit students read a novel which explores teen issues. 

They examine techniques used by authors to create representations of 

groups, to position audiences and to privilege particular viewpoints. For 

assessment, students will take on the role of a character from the novel and 

present a monologue about a key issue. They will arrange text structures 

and language features to highlight the effects of the selected issue on a 

teenager and to encourage a specific emotional response in their audience. 

Additionally, they will write a persuasive book critique on the novel. 

Language 

Language for interaction 

 Understand how rhetorical devices are used to persuade and how 
different layers of meaning are developed through the use of metaphor, 
irony and parody (ACELA1542) 

Text structure and organisation 

 Understand how coherence is created in complex texts through devices 
like lexical cohesion, ellipsis, grammatical theme and text connectives 
(ACELA1809) 

 Understand the use of punctuation conventions, including colons, 
semicolons, dashes and brackets in formal and informal texts 
(ACELA1544) 

Expressing and developing ideas 

 Recognise that vocabulary choices contribute to the specificity, 
abstraction and style of texts (ACELA1547) 

 Understand how to apply learned knowledge consistently in order to spell 
accurately and to learn new words including nominalisations 
(ACELA1549) 

 Understand the effect of nominalisation in the writing of informative and 
persuasive texts (ACELA1546) 

 Analyse and examine how effective authors control and use a variety of 
clause structures, including clauses embedded within the structure of a 
noun group/phrase or clause (ACELA1545) 

Literacy 

Interacting with others 

 Use interaction skills for identified purposes, using voice and language 
conventions to suit different situations, selecting vocabulary, modulating 
voice and using elements such as music, images and sound for specific 
effects (ACELY1808)  

 Plan, rehearse and deliver presentations, selecting and sequencing 
appropriate content, including multimodal elements, to reflect a diversity of 
viewpoints (ACELY1731)  

Interpreting, analysing, evaluating  

 Apply increasing knowledge of vocabulary, text structures and language 
features to understand the content of texts (ACELY1733)  

Creating texts  

 Create imaginative, informative and persuasive texts that raise issues, 
report events and advance opinions, using deliberate language and 
textual choices, and including digital elements as appropriate 
(ACELY1736)  

 Experiment with text structures and language features to refine and clarify 
ideas to improve the effectiveness of students’ own texts (ACELY1810) 

 Use a range of software, including word processing programs, to create, 
edit and publish texts imaginatively (ACELY1738) 

Literature 

Responding to literature 

 Share, reflect on, clarify and evaluate opinions and arguments about 
aspects of literary texts (ACELT1627)  

Rationale: In this unit students read and comprehend a variety of short 

stories to understand the features that engage an audience. They will 

identify and explain authors’ language choices in short stories and 

understand how these choices are combined for particular purposes and 

effects. Students will also have opportunities to practise short story writing 

to experiment with visual and language choices that engage an audience. 

In the assessment task, students will write a short story. 

Language 

Text structure and organisation 

 Understand how coherence is created in complex texts through devices 
like lexical cohesion, ellipsis, grammatical theme and text connectives 
(ACELA1809) 

 Understand the use of punctuation conventions, including colons, 
semicolons, dashes and brackets in formal and informal texts 
(ACELA1544) 

Expressing and developing ideas 

 Recognise that vocabulary choices contribute to the specificity, 
abstraction and style of texts (ACELA1547) 

 Understand how to apply learned knowledge consistently in order to spell 
accurately and to learn new words including nominalisations 
(ACELA1549) 

 Analyse and examine how effective authors control and use a variety of 
clause structures, including clauses embedded within the structure of a 
noun group/phrase or clause (ACELA1545) 

Literacy 

Interpreting, analysing, evaluating  

 Apply increasing knowledge of vocabulary, text structures and language 
features to understand the content of texts (ACELY1733)  

 Use comprehension strategies to interpret and evaluate texts by reflecting 
on the validity of content and the credibility of sources, including finding 
evidence in the text for the author’s point of view (ACELY1734) 

Creating texts  

 Create imaginative, informative and persuasive texts that raise issues, 
report events and advance opinions, using deliberate language and 
textual choices, and including digital elements as appropriate 
(ACELY1736)  

 Experiment with text structures and language features to refine and clarify 
ideas to improve the effectiveness of students’ own texts (ACELY1810)  

 Use a range of  software, including word processing programs, to create, 
edit and publish texts imaginatively (ACELY1738) 

Literature 

Creating Literature 

 Create literary texts that adapt stylistic features encountered in other 
texts, for example, narrative viewpoint, structure of stanzas, contrast and 
juxtaposition (ACELT1625) 

 Experiment with text structures and language features and their effects in 
creating literary texts, for example, using rhythm, sound effects, 
monologue, layout, navigation and colour (ACELT1805) 

Examining Literature 

 Recognise and analyse the ways that characterisation, events and 
settings are combined in narratives, and discuss the purposes and appeal 
of different approaches (ACELT1622) 

Literature and context 

 Identify and explore ideas and viewpoints about events, issues and 
characters represented in texts drawn from different historical, social and 
cultural contexts (ACELT1619) 

Responding to Literature 
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Interpreting, analysing, evaluating  

 Analyse and evaluate the ways that text structures and language features 
vary according to the purpose of the text and the ways that referenced 
sources add authority to a text (ACELY1732)  

 Apply increasing knowledge of vocabulary, text structures and language 
features to understand the content of texts (ACELY1733)  

 Use comprehension strategies to interpret and evaluate texts by reflecting 
on the validity of content and the credibility of sources, including finding 
evidence in the text for the author’s point of view (ACELY1734)  

Creating texts  

 Create imaginative, informative and persuasive texts that raise issues, 
report events and advance opinions, using deliberate language and 
textual choices, and including digital elements as appropriate 
(ACELY1736)  

 Use a range of software, including word processing programs, to create, 

edit and publish texts imaginatively (ACELY1738)  

Literature 

Literature and context 

 Explore the ways that ideas and viewpoints in literary texts drawn from 
different historical, social and cultural contexts may reflect or challenge 
the values of individuals and groups (ACELT1626)  

 Explore the interconnectedness of Country and Place, People, Identity 
and Culture in texts including those by Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander authors (ACELT1806)  

Responding to literature 

 Share, reflect on, clarify and evaluate opinions and arguments about 
aspects of literary texts (ACELT1627)  

 Understand and explain how combinations of words and images in texts 
are used to represent particular groups in society, and how texts position 
readers in relation to those groups (ACELT1628)  

 Recognise and explain differing viewpoints about the world, cultures, 
individual people and concerns represented in texts (ACELT1807)  

Examining literature 

 Recognise, explain and analyse the ways literary texts draw on readers’ 
knowledge of other texts and enable new understanding and appreciation 
of aesthetic qualities (ACELT1629)  

 Identify and evaluate devices that create tone, for example humour, 
wordplay, innuendo and parody in poetry, humorous prose, drama or 
visual texts (ACELT1630)  

 Interpret and analyse language choices, including sentence patterns, 
dialogue, imagery and other language features, in short stories, literary 
essays and plays (ACELT1767)  

Creating literature  

 Experiment with particular language features drawn from different types of 
texts, including combinations of language and visual choices to create 
new texts (ACELT1768) 

 Understand and explain how combinations of words and images in texts 
are used to represent particular groups in society, and how texts position 
readers in relation to those groups (ACELT1628)  

 Recognise and explain differing viewpoints about the world, cultures, 
individual people and concerns represented in texts (ACELT1807)  

Examining literature 

 Identify and evaluate devices that create tone, for example humour, 
wordplay, innuendo and parody in poetry, humorous prose, drama or 
visual texts (ACELT1630)  

 Interpret and analyse language choices, including sentence patterns, 
dialogue, imagery and other language features, in short stories, literary 
essays and plays (ACELT1767)  

Creating literature  

 Experiment with particular language features drawn from different types of 
texts, including combinations of language and visual choices to create 
new texts (ACELT1768) 

 Create literary texts that draw upon text structures and language 
features of other texts for particular purposes and effects (ACELT1632) 

 Reflect on ideas and opinions about characters, settings and events in 
literary texts, identifying areas of agreement and difference with others 
and justifying a point of view (ACELT1620) 

 Compare the ways that language and images are used to create 
character, and to influence emotions and opinions in different types of 
texts (ACELT1621) 

 Discuss aspects of texts, for example their aesthetic and social value, 
using relevant and appropriate metalanguage (ACELT1803) 

Assessment: Written News Report Assessment: Speech (Oral); Expository Essay 

(Written) 

Assessment: Monologue (Oral); Book Critique 

(Written) 

Assessment: Narrative (Written) 

Assessment Length: 350-400 words 

Notice: 2 weeks 

Deadlines: Issued: Wk 6, Draft: Wk 7 

Final: Wk 8, Moderation: Wk 9 

Poetry Oral 

Assessment Length: 2-3 minutes 

Notice: 2 weeks 

Deadlines: Issued: Wk 4, Draft: Wk 5 

Final: Wk 6, Moderation: Wk 7 

Expository Essay 

Assessment Length: 400-800 words 

Notice: 2 weeks 

Deadlines: Issued: Wk 7, Draft: Wk 8 

Final: Wk 9, Moderation: Wk 10 

Monologue (Oral) 

Assessment Length: 2-3 minutes 

Notice: 2 weeks 

Deadlines: Issued: Wk 3, Draft: Wk 4 

Final: Wk 5, Moderation: Wk 6 

Book Critique (Written) 

Assessment Length 400 words 

Notice: 2 weeks 

Deadlines: Issued: Wk 8, Draft: Wk 9 

Final: Wk 10, Moderation: Wk 1 (T4) 

 

Assessment Length: 300-500 words 

Notice: 2 weeks 

Deadlines: Issued: Wk 5, Draft: Wk 6 

Final: Wk 7, Moderation: Wk 8 
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English Year 9 

Unit 1 Persuade Me 
(Term 1: Weeks 1-10) 

Unit 2 Speculative Fiction 
(Term 2: Weeks 1-10) 

Unit 4 News Report; Monologue 
(Term 3: Week 1-10) 

Unit 3 Novel 
(Term 4: Week 1-8) 

Rationale: In this unit, students will learn how to use a variety of techniques 

to persuade the audience. They will view a variety of topical issues and 

explore how they can take a stance on an issue and persuade and 

convince the reader/audience to side with them. Students will present a 

persuasive speech on a topic of interest and also write a letter to the editor 

to demonstrate their understanding. 

 Language 

Language for Interaction 

 Investigate how evaluation can be expressed directly and indirectly using 
devices, for example allusion, evocative vocabulary and metaphor 
(ACELA1552) 

Text Structure and Organisation 

 Understand that authors innovate with text structures and language for 
specific purposes and effects (ACELA1553) 

Expressing and Developing Ideas 

 Identify how vocab choices contribute to specificity, abstraction and 
stylistic effectiveness (ACELA1561)  

Literacy 

Creating Texts 

 Create imaginative, informative and persuasive texts that present a point 
of view and advance or illustrate arguments, including texts that integrate 
visual, print and/or audio features(ACELY1746) 

Interpreting, analysing, evaluating 

 Use comprehension strategies to interpret and analyse texts, comparing 
and evaluating representations of an event, issue, situation or character in 
different texts (ACELY1744)  

Interacting with Others 

 Plan, rehearse and deliver presentations, selecting and sequencing 
appropriate content and multimodal elements for aesthetic and playful 
purposes (ACELY1741) 

 Use interaction skills to present and discuss an idea and to influence and 
engage an audience by selecting persuasive language, varying voice 
tone, pitch, and pace, and using elements such as music and sound 
effects (ACELY1811) 

Literature 

Responding to Literature 

 Explore and reflect on personal understanding of the world and significant 
human experience gained from interpreting various representations of life 
matters in texts (ACELT1635) 

 Present an argument about a literary text based on initial impressions and 
subsequent analysis of the whole text (ACELT1771) 

Rationale: In this unit, students listen to, read and view a variety of 

information texts to produce close readings of these texts. In particular, 

students will examine how authors of information texts use text structures, 

language and visual features to present information, opinions and 

perspectives about issues commonly represented in works of speculative 

fiction. Additionally, students will use their knowledge of literary texts to 

create a speculative fiction short story, using an information text, such as an 

article from a science magazine, as a stimulus. 

Language 

Language for interaction 

 Investigate how evaluation can be expressed directly and indirectly using 
devices, for example allusion, evocative vocabulary and metaphor 
(ACELA1552)  

 Understand that roles and relationships are developed and challenged 
through language and interpersonal skills (ACELA1551)  

Text structure and organisation 

 Compare and contrast the use of cohesive devices in texts, focusing on 
how they serve to signpost ideas, to make connections and to build 
semantic associations between ideas (ACELA1770)  

 Understand how punctuation is used along with layout and font variations 
in constructing texts for different audiences and purposes (ACELA1556) 

 Understand that authors innovate with text structures and language for 
specific purposes and effects (ACELA1553)  

Expressing and developing ideas 

 Analyse and explain the use of symbols, icons and myth in still and 
moving images and how these augment meaning (ACELA1560)  

 Explain how authors creatively use the structures of sentences and 
clauses for particular effects (ACELA1557)  

 Identify how vocabulary choices contribute to specificity, abstraction and 
stylistic effectiveness (ACELA1561)  

 Understand how spelling is used creatively in texts for particular effects, 
for example characterisation and humour and to represent accents and 
styles of speech (ACELA1562) 

Literacy 

Texts in context 

 Analyse how the construction and interpretation of texts, including media 
texts, can be influenced by cultural perspectives and other texts 
(ACELY1739) 

Interpreting, analysing, evaluating  

 Apply an expanding vocabulary to read increasingly complex texts with 
fluency and comprehension (ACELY1743) 

 Explore and explain the combinations of language and visual choices that 
authors make to present information, opinions and perspectives in 
different texts (ACELY1745) 

 Interpret, analyse and evaluate how different perspectives of issue, event, 
situation, individuals or groups are constructed to serve specific purposes 
in texts (ACELY1742)  

 Use comprehension strategies to interpret and analyse texts, comparing 
and evaluating representations of an event, issue, situation or character in 
different texts (ACELY1744) 

Creating texts  

 Create imaginative, informative and persuasive texts that present a point 
of view and advance or illustrate arguments, including texts that integrate 
visual, print and/or audio features (ACELY1746)  

 Review and edit students’ own and others’ texts to improve clarity and 
control over content, organisation, paragraphing, sentence structure, 
vocabulary and audio/visual features (ACELY1747)  

 Use a range of software, including word processing programs, flexibly and 
imaginatively to publish texts (ACELY1748)  

Rationale: In this unit, students read and view a drama text to compare and 

contrast human experience in response to ethical and global dilemmas of 

justice and equity. Students 

analyse a drama text to explore themes of human and cultural significance 

and interpersonal relationships. Students examine the representations of 

issues in a drama text and 

create a news report that explores ethical issues. The students will also 

take on a role of a jury member and present a monologue from that 

characters’ point of view. 

Language 

Text structure and organisation 

 Compare and contrast the use of cohesive devices in texts, focusing on 
how they serve to signpost ideas, to make connections and to build 
semantic associations between ideas (ACELA1770)  

 Understand how punctuation is used along with layout and font variations 
in constructing texts for different audiences and purposes (ACELA1556) 

 Understand that authors innovate with text structures and language for 
specific purposes and effects (ACELA1553) 

Expressing and developing ideas 

 Explain how authors creatively use the structures of sentences and 
clauses for particular effects (ACELA1557) 

 Understand how certain abstract nouns can be used to summarise 
preceding or subsequent stretches of text (ACELA1559) 

 Understand how spelling is used creatively in texts for particular effects, 
for example characterisation and humour and to represent accents and 
styles of speech (ACELA1562) 

Language for interaction 

 Investigate how evaluation can be expressed directly and indirectly using 
devices, for example allusion, evocative vocabulary and metaphor 
(ACELA1552) 

 Understand that roles and relationships are developed and challenged 
through language and interpersonal skills (ACELA1551) 

Language variation and change 

 Understand that Standard Australian English is a living language within 
which the creation and loss of words and the evolution of usage is 
ongoing (ACELA1550) 

Literacy 

Texts in context 

 Analyse how the construction and interpretation of texts, including media 
texts, can be influenced by cultural perspectives and other texts 
(ACELY1739) 

Creating texts  

 Create imaginative, informative and persuasive texts that present a point 
of view and advance or illustrate arguments, including texts that integrate 
visual, print and/or audio features (ACELY1746)  

 Review and edit students’ own and others’ texts to improve clarity and 
control over content, organisation, paragraphing, sentence structure, 
vocabulary and audio/visual features (ACELY1747) 

Interacting with others 

 Listen to spoken texts constructed for different purposes, for example to 
entertain and to persuade, and analyse how language features of these 
texts position listeners to respond in particular ways (ACELY1740)  

 Plan, rehearse and deliver presentations, selecting and sequencing 
appropriate content and multimodal elements for aesthetic and playful 
purposes (ACELY1741) 

 Use interaction skills to present and discuss an idea and to influence and 
engage an audience by selecting persuasive language, varying voice 

Rationale: In this unit, students read extracts from a novel to understand 

how representations of characters and issues are constructed. They read, 

listen to and view texts that build their understanding of the ways text 

structures and language features construct representations in novels. They 

create a radio interview transcript to examine characters, their relationships 

and how they allow the reader to see different perspectives on characters 

and issues and create a book trailer. 

Language 

Expressing and developing ideas 
 Explain how authors creatively use the structures of sentences and 

clauses for particular effects (ACELA1557) 

 Identify how vocabulary choices contribute to specificity, abstraction and 
stylistic effectiveness(ACELA1561)   

 Understand how certain abstract nouns can be used to summarise 
preceding or subsequent stretches of text (ACELA1559) 

 Understand how spelling is used creatively in texts for particular effects, 
for example characterisation and humour and to represent accents and 
styles of speech (ACELA1562) 

Language for interaction 

 Investigate how evaluation can be expressed directly and indirectly using 
devices, for example allusion, evocative vocabulary and metaphor 
(ACELA1552) 

 Understand that roles and relationships are developed and challenged 
through language and interpersonal skills (ACELA1551) 

Language variation and change 

 Understand that Standard Australian English is a living language within 
which the creation and loss of words and the evolution of usage is 
ongoing (ACELA1550) 

Text structure and organisation 

 Compare and contrast the use of cohesive devices in texts, focusing on 
how they serve to signpost ideas, to make connections and to build 
semantic associations between ideas (ACELA1770) 

 Understand how punctuation is used along with layout and font variations 
in constructing texts for different audiences and purposes (ACELA1556) 

 Understand that authors innovate with text structures and language for 
specific purposes and effects (ACELA1553) 

Literacy 

Texts in context 

 Analyse how the construction and interpretation of texts, including media 
texts, can be influenced by cultural perspectives and other texts 
(ACELY1739) 

Interacting with others 

 Listen to spoken texts constructed for different purposes, for example to 
entertain and to persuade, and analyse how language features of these 
texts position listeners to respond in particular ways (ACELY1740)  

Interpreting, analysing, evaluating  

 Apply an expanding vocabulary to read increasingly complex texts with 
fluency and comprehension (ACELY1743) 

 Interpret, analyse and evaluate how different perspectives of issue, event, 
situation, individuals or groups are constructed to serve specific purposes 
in texts (ACELY1742)  

 Use comprehension strategies to interpret and analyse texts, comparing 
and evaluating representations of an event, issue, situation or character in 
different texts (ACELY1744) 

Creating texts  

 Create imaginative, informative and persuasive texts that present a point 
of view and advance or illustrate arguments, including texts that integrate 
visual, print and/or audio features (ACELY1746)  
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Literature 

Literature and context 

 Interpret and compare how representations of people and culture in 
literary texts are drawn from different historical, social and cultural 
contexts (ACELT1633) 

Responding to literature 

 Explore and reflect on personal understanding of the world and significant 
human experience gained from interpreting various representations of life 
matters in texts (ACELT1635)  

Examining literature 

 Analyse text structures and language features of literary texts, and make 
relevant comparisons with other texts (ACELT1772)  

 Analyse texts from familiar and unfamiliar contexts, and discuss and 
evaluate their content and the appeal of an individual author’s literary style 
(ACELT1636)  

 Investigate and experiment with the use and effect of extended metaphor, 
metonymy, allegory, icons, myths and symbolism in texts, for example 
poetry, short films, graphic novels, and plays on similar themes 
(ACELT1637) 

Creating literature  

 Create literary texts, including hybrid texts, that innovate on aspects of 
other texts, for example by using parody, allusion and appropriation 
(ACELT1773)  

 Experiment with the ways that language features, image and sound can 
be adapted in literary texts, for example the effects of stereotypical 
characters and settings, the playfulness of humour and pun and the use of 
hyperlink (ACELT1638) 

tone, pitch, and pace, and using elements such as music and sound 
effects (ACELY1811) 

Interpreting, analysing, evaluating  

 Apply an expanding vocabulary to read increasingly complex texts with 
fluency and comprehension (ACELY1743) 

 Interpret, analyse and evaluate how different perspectives of issue, event, 
situation, individuals or groups are constructed to serve specific purposes 
in texts (ACELY1742)  

 Use comprehension strategies to interpret and analyse texts, comparing 
and evaluating representations of an event, issue, situation or character in 
different texts (ACELY1744) 

 

Literature 

Creating Literature 

 Create literary texts, including hybrid texts, that innovate on aspects of 
other texts, for example by using parody, allusion and appropriation 
(ACELT1773)  

 Experiment with the ways that language features, image and sound can 
be adapted in literary texts, for example the effects of stereotypical 
characters and settings, the playfulness of humour and pun and the use of 
hyperlink (ACELT1638) 

Literature and context 

 Interpret and compare how representations of people and culture in 
literary texts are drawn from different historical, social and cultural 
contexts (ACELT1633) 

Responding to literature 

 Explore and reflect on personal understanding of the world and significant 
human experience gained from interpreting various representations of life 
matters in texts (ACELT1635)  

 Reflect on, discuss and explore notions of literary value and how and why 
such notions vary according to context (ACELT1634)  

 Present an argument about a literary text based on initial impressions and 
subsequent analysis of the whole text (ACELT1771) 

Examining literature 

 Investigate and experiment with the use and effect of extended metaphor, 
metonymy, allegory, icons, myths and symbolism in texts, for example 
poetry, short films, graphic novels, and plays on similar themes 
(ACELT1637) 

 Review and edit students’ own and others’ texts to improve clarity and 
control over content, organisation, paragraphing, sentence structure, 
vocabulary and audio/visual features (ACELY1747)  

Literature 

Literature and context 

 Interpret and compare how representations of people and culture in 
literary texts are drawn from different historical, social and cultural 
contexts (ACELT1633) 

Responding to literature 

 Explore and reflect on personal understanding of the world and significant 
human experience gained from interpreting various representations of life 
matters in texts (ACELT1635)  

 Reflect on, discuss and explore notions of literary value and how and why 
such notions vary according to context (ACELT1634)  

Examining literature 

 Investigate and experiment with the use and effect of extended metaphor, 
metonymy, allegory, icons, myths and symbolism in texts, for example 
poetry, short films, graphic novels, and plays on similar themes 
(ACELT1637) 

Creating literature  

 Create literary texts, including hybrid texts, that innovate on aspects of 
other texts, for example by using parody, allusion and appropriation 
(ACELT1773)  

 Experiment with the ways that language features, image and sound can 
be adapted in literary texts, for example the effects of stereotypical 
characters and settings, the playfulness of humour and pun and the use of 
hyperlink (ACELT1638) 

Assessment: Letter to the Editor and 
Persuasive Speech 

Assessment: Short Story Assessment: Newspaper Report; Monologue Assessment: Radio Interview Transcript 

Letter to the Editor (Written) 

Assessment Length: 400-600 words 

Notice: 2 weeks 

Deadlines: Issued: Wk 4 Draft: Wk 5 

Final: Wk 6 Moderation: Wk 7 

Persuasive Speech (Oral) 

Assessment Length: 3-4 minutes 

Notice: 2 weeks 

Deadlines: Issued: Wk 7 Draft: Wk 8 

Final: Wk 9 Moderation: Wk 10 

 

Assessment Length: 500-600 words  

Notice: 2 weeks 

Deadlines: Issued: Wk 6 Draft: Wk 7  

Final: Wk 8 Moderation: Wk 9 

 

 

Newspaper report 

Assessment Length: 400-500 words 

Notice: 2 weeks 

Deadlines: Issued: Wk 5 Draft: Wk 6 

Final: Wk 7 Moderation: Wk 8 

Monologue 

Assessment Length: 3 minutes 

Notice: 2 weeks 

Deadlines: Issued: Wk 7 Draft: Wk 8 

Final: Wk 9 Moderation: Wk 10 

 

Assessment Length: 400-500 words 

Notice: 2 weeks 

Deadlines: Issued: Wk 5 Draft: Wk 6 

Final: Wk 7 Moderation Wk: 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://v7-5.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELT1633
http://v7-5.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELT1635
http://v7-5.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELT1772
http://v7-5.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELT1636
http://v7-5.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELT1637
http://v7-5.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELT1773
http://v7-5.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELT1638
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACELY1811
http://v7-5.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELY1743
http://v7-5.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELY1742
http://v7-5.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELY1744
http://v7-5.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELT1773
http://v7-5.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELT1638
http://v7-5.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELT1633
http://v7-5.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELT1635
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=E&t=context
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACELT1634
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http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=E&t=text
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACELT1771
http://v7-5.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELT1637
http://v7-5.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELY1747
http://v7-5.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELT1633
http://v7-5.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELT1635
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=E&t=context
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACELT1634
http://v7-5.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELT1637
http://v7-5.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELT1773
http://v7-5.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELT1638
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English Year 10 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

Rationale:  

The media plays an important role in keeping us informed, 
but it also decides how things are reported. As news media 
consumers, students must be able to identify and analyse 
how news media texts often manipulate their opinions of 
people, cultures, places, events, objects and concepts. By 
engaging with non-literary texts, students will be provided 
with the opportunity to develop critical understanding of 
contemporary media, the differences between media texts 
and how this influences the intended audience. 

 
This unit will enable students to: identify various types of 
media texts; analyse their purpose and intended audience; 
explain the structure of media texts; identify and analyse 
their language features; explain how visual elements in 
media texts influence the audience; and think critically 
about perspectives presented in texts. 

 

 

Rationale:  

In this unit, students read and respond to a contemporary 
novel that explores issues relevant to Australian society. 
They examine narrative viewpoint, characterisation and 
plot structures in literature. They consider the links 
between values, beliefs, assumptions and the social, moral 
and ethical positions of authors. 

 

 

 

 

Rationale:  

During this unit students will read and interpret 
Shakespeare’s play Romeo and Juliet.  Through reading 
and viewing this play, students will gain knowledge of the 
life and times of William Shakespeare as well as gaining an 
understanding of Shakespearian tragedy and the important 
role Shakespeare plays in English literature.  They will focus 
on how the concept of tragedy is developed across the 
entire play or through a close study of selected scenes 

 

 

Rationale: 

Satire is a literary concept that is used by many composers 
to illuminate folly or vice in individuals or organisations 
such as governments. Satire is often employed by 
composers to effect political or social change by drawing 
attention to injustice with humour, while at the same time 
making a very serious comment about that issue. Because 
of its profound transformative abilities, it is important that 
students be able to recognise and compose satire as 
citizens in the real world. 

 

This unit will enable students to: identify satire in texts; 
learn to enjoy and appreciate satire for both its humorous 
and serious qualities; identify the techniques which are 
employed to create a satirical work; show how satire can 
be used to bring about social change and how it can affect 
our opinions about the subject; and think critically about 
opinions and perspectives presented in texts .During this 
unit students will learn key elements of satire and apply 
their knowledge in both reading and writing. 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 
Assessment:  
During this unit, students will learn key structural features 
of media texts and vocabulary for analysing language and 
visual features. The unit will culminate in students 
selecting a media text to analyse and preparing a 
multimodal presentation that examines how media texts 
construct representations of people, times and place and 
influence audiences. 
 

Assessment: 
Assessment 1: Students create a character representation 
that examines how narrative viewpoint, characterisation 
and plot structure privilege particular social, moral and/or 
ethical positions in a novel portray the development of 
adolescent characters throughout the novel.  Assessment 
2: Students create an imaginative transformation, filling a 
gap or silence in the text in a consistent style of narrative. 
 

Assessment:  
Assessment 1: Students will create a new monologue for 
the play and in doing so explore a particular character’s 
motivations, actions and reactions, along with 
experimenting with language features and text structures. 
Assessment 2: They will also analyse and evaluate the 
development of tragedy through an analytical exposition 
focussing on a particular scene. 
 

Assessment:  
The unit will culminate in students creating either a film 
review (English Communication Classes) or an analytical 
essay (Core English) responding to and analysing the 
effectiveness of the satirical techniques identified in Chris 
Lilly’s “We Can Be Heroes”. 
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Teaching & Learning Unit Overview Mathematics 

Mathematics Years 7 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

Students develop 
understandings of: 

 Number and place value — 
investigate index notation, 
square roots and square 
numbers, apply the 
associative, commutative 
and distributive laws to aid 
computation 

 Real numbers — compare 
fractions use equivalence, 
locate and represent 
fractions on a number line, 
solve problems involving 
addition and subtraction of 
fractions, express one 
quantity as a fraction of 
another 

 Data representation and 
interpretation — construct 
and compare a range of data 
displays, calculate mean, 
median, mode and range, 
and describe and interpret 
data displays 

 Chance — construct sample 
spaces, and assign 
probabilities to the 
outcomes of events 

Students develop 
understandings of: 

 Real numbers — solve 
problems involving 
percentages and addition 
and subtraction of fractions, 
convert between fractions, 
decimals and percentages 
and calculate percentages of 
a quantity 

 Geometric reasoning — 
classify triangles and 
quadrilaterals, make 
generalisations about the 
sum of angles in triangles 
and quadrilaterals, find 
unknown angles using these 
generalisations 

 Using units of measurement 
— revise prime factors, 
express numbers as a 
product of its primes using 
index notation, identify and 
use the relationship between 
square roots and square 
numbers 

Students develop 
understandings of: 

 Patterns and algebra — 
explore the concept of a 
variable, represent numbers 
using variables and write 
simple algebraic expressions 

 Linear and non-linear 
relationships — revise the 
concept of a variable, write 
simple algebraic expressions 
and substitute into an 
expression to calculate an 
answer, maintain balance in 
an equation, solve simple 
linear equations, plot points 
in the four quadrants on the 
Cartesian plane, use correct 
notation for coordinates, 
record coordinate values in a 
table and represent patterns 
as a table of values and 
graphically 

 Shape — explore the 
properties of regular prisms, 
investigate different 
viewpoints of regular prisms, 
and draw different 
viewpoints, identify a prism 
from a combination of 
viewpoints 

 Number and place value — 
revise prime factors, express 
numbers as a product of its 
primes using index notation, 
identify and use the 
relationship between square 
roots and square number 

Students develop 
understandings of: 

 Geometric reasoning — 
develop geometry 
conventions and angle 
relationships, explore 
transversals and angles 
associated with parallel lines 
and find unknown angles 
using angle relationships 

 Real numbers — revise place 
value and rounding whole 
numbers and make 
connections to rounding 
decimals and multiply 
fractions 

 Number and place value — 
create generalisations about 
adding and subtracting 
integers and add and 
subtract integers 

 Linear and non-linear 
relationships — develop 
methods of isolating a 
variable in an equation and 
solve simple linear equations 

Students develop 
understandings of: 

 Real numbers — define and 
represent ratios, find 
equivalent and simplify ratios 
and solve ratio word 
problems 

 Money and financial 
mathematics — apply the 
unitary and other methods 
to calculate ‘best buys’ 

 Number and place value — 
apply the associative and 
distributive laws to aid 
mental and written 
computations 

  Patterns and algebra — 
extend and apply the laws 
and properties of arithmetic 
to algebraic expressions and 
equations and solve word 
problems 

 Linear and non-linear 
relationships —solve simple 
linear equation word 
problems 

 Location and transformation 
— describe and perform 
transformations and 
combinations of 
transformations, including 
translation, reflection and 
rotation. 

Students develop 
understandings of: 

 Number and place value — 
add and subtract integers, 
apply Order of Operations to 
numerical expressions 
involving negative numbers 
and indices and compare 
integers expressed in 
different formats 

 Real numbers — use models 
to investigate the 
multiplication of fractions 
and decimals, identify 
generalisations and apply a 
range of strategies to 
multiply or divide fractions 
and decimals and find the 
percentage of a quantity 

 Using units of measurement 
— describe the properties of 
rectangles, parallelograms, 
triangles and rectangular 
prisms,  apply formulas to 
calculate the area of 
triangles and parallelograms 
and problem solve and 
reason involving area. 

 

Students develop 
understandings of: 

 Linear and non-linear 
relationships — construct, 
interpret and analyse graphs 
including time graphs 

 Using units of measurement  
— calculate area of 
composite shapes including 
triangles, rectangles and 
parallelograms and calculate 
volumes of rectangular 
prisms 

 Chance — construct sample 
spaces, assign probabilities 
to events and determine 
probabilities of events 

 Data representation and 
interpretation — compare 
and analyse a range of data 
displays, locate and analyse 
primary and secondary 
sources of data to investigate 
issues and construct graphs. 

 

Students develop 
understandings of: 

 Data representation and 
interpretation — calculate 
mean, median and mode of 
sets of data and identify the 
most appropriate measure 
for sets of data and solve a 
problem using digital 
technology and an 
understanding of statistics. 

 Location and transformation 
— identify line and rotational 
symmetry and the use of 
symmetry in tessellations. 

 Real numbers — add, 
subtract and multiply 
fractions with unrelated 
denominators and apply 
order of operations to 
problems involving fractions, 
and calculate ratios using 
gears and scale factors. 

 

Exam: Length 70 minutes 

Topic: Index notation, fractions and 
integers. 

Assignment: Length 2 weeks 

Topic: Geometry 

Exam:  3 parts X 70 minutes 

Topic: Algebra, Integers and Angles 

Assignment: Length 2 weeks 

Topic: Money and Finance 

Exam: Part A and B – 50 minutes each 

Topic: Number and Measurement 

 

Exam: 70 minutes 

Topic: Data and Probability 
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Mathematics Years 8 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

Students have opportunities 
to develop understandings of: 

 Number and place value — 
represent, compare and 
order integers, and solve 
problems involving the four 
operations and rational 
numbers  

 Financial mathematics — 
make connections between 
percentages, fractions and 
decimals and apply this to 
percentage increase or 
decrease situations, and 
problem solve in a range of 
contexts including financial 
situations. 

 

Students have opportunities 
to develop understandings of: 

 Real numbers - identify 
terminating and recurring 
decimals, link fractions to 
terminating and recurring 
decimals and explore 
irrational numbers in relation 
to Pi 

 
 Chance - describe and 

calculate the probability of 
‘and’, ‘or’, and ‘not’ events, 
represent events in Venn 
diagrams and two-way tables 
and solve related problems, 
identify complementary 
events and use the sum of 
probabilities to solve 
problems. 
 

Students have opportunities 
to develop understandings of: 

 Number and place value - 
express numbers in index 
notation, establish the index 
laws with whole number 
bases and positive integral 
indices 

 Patterns and algebra - 
expand and factorise 
algebraic expressions. 

Students have opportunities 
to develop understandings of: 

 Using units of measurement 
– convert units of measure, 
revise perimeter and area of 
parallelograms and triangles, 
develop formulas for 
rhombuses, kites trapeziums 
and circles, calculate the 
perimeter and area of  
rhombuses, kites trapeziums 
and circles, problem solve 
and reason involving 
perimeter, circumference 
and area. 

 

Students have opportunities 
to develop understandings of: 

 Data representation and 
interpretation — collect, 
organise and display data, 
interpret data displayed in 
tables and graphs, connect 
samples and populations, 
explore the effect of sample 
size, calculate measures of 
centrality, identify outliers 
and their effect on measures 
of centrality, identify sources 
of bias and apply this 
knowledge to make 
hypotheses and support 
conclusions. Note: Wherever 
possible, this unit will focus 
on comparative statistics. 
The emphasis is on 
integrating skills and 
procedures into a single 
process to reach evidence-
based conclusions. Students 
will begin to appreciate 
possible sources of error in 
reaching their conclusion. 
 

Students have opportunities 
to develop understandings of: 

 Linear and non-linear 
relationships — model 
situations involving 
proportional relationships, 
solve a range of problems 
involving rates and ratios, 
interpret, model and 
formulate patterns and 
relationships, represent 
patterns and relationships as 
rules, functions, tables and 
graphs  and solve linear 
equations using graphical 
techniques 

 Using units of measurement 
— solve problems involving 
time duration, for 12 and 24 
time formats, within a single 
time zone.   

 

Students have opportunities 
to develop understandings of: 

 Linear and non-linear 
relationships — apply 
number laws to algebraic 
expressions and equations, 
expand and factorise 
algebraic expressions, solve 
simple linear equations 
algebraically and graphically, 
connect patterns, linear 
functions, tables of values, 
graphs and worded 
statements, plot coordinates 
on the Cartesian plane and 
solve realistic problems. 

 Geometric reasoning — 
revise angle properties (co-
interior, corresponding, 
alternate and vertically 
opposite), exploring 
congruence, establishing and 
applying the congruence 
tests (SAS, AAS, SSS, RHS), 
extending congruence of 
triangles to identify the 
properties of quadrilaterals 
and solving problems using 
the properties of congruent 
figures, reasoning and 
generalisations. 

 

Students have opportunities 
to develop understandings of: 

 Using units of measurement 
— develop formulas for 
volume and capacity of 
rectangular and triangular 
prisms, solve volume 
problems involving 
rectangular and triangular 
prisms and convert units of 
measurement 

 Geometric reasoning — 
apply understanding and 
reasoning of area, 
congruence and plane 
shapes to develop properties 
of quadrilaterals. 

 
 

Exam: Length: 70 minutes 
Topic: Financial Mathematics 
 
Assignment: Length- 2-3 weeks 
Topic: Probability 

Exam: Length: 60 minutes 
Topic: Measurement and Geometry  

Assignment: Length: 3 weeks 
Topic: Data Colleciton 
 
Exam: Length: 70 minutes 
Topic: Rates, Linear Relationships and 
Time 

Exam: Length: 70 minutes 
Topic: Algebra, Geometry and Measurment 
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Mathematics Years 9 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

Students have opportunities 
to develop understandings 
of:  

 Real numbers — solve 
rates problems, simplify 
rates, identify additive 
and multiplicative patterns 
in direct proportion, 
represent rates 
graphically and 
algebraically. 

 Linear and non-linear 
relationships — calculate 
gradient, calculate the 
distance between two 
points on a Cartesian 
plane using Pythagoras’ 
theorem, calculate the 
midpoint of a line 
segment.  

 

Students have opportunities 
to develop understandings 
of:  

 Using units of 
measurement — 
calculate the area of 
composite shapes, 
calculate the surface area 
and volume of right 
prisms and cylinders, 
solve problems involving 
the surface area and 
volume of right prisms 
and cylinders, apply 
reasoning around volume 
to design a rainwater 
collection system for a 
school. 

 

Students have opportunities 
to develop understandings 
of:  

 Patterns and algebra — 
expand and factorise 
algebraic expressions, 
expand binomial 
expressions, sketch non-
linear relations and find x- 
and y- intercepts of 
parabolic functions.  

 Geometric reasoning — 
describe the conditions of 
similarity,  draw scaled 
enlargements, determine 
scale factors, interpret 
scale drawings, assess 
the similarity of triangles 
using tests and 
investigate scale and 
area. 

Students have opportunities 
to develop understandings 
of:  

 Pythagoras and 
trigonometry.  

 Apply Pythagoras’ 
Theorem to check if a 
triangle is acute, right or 
obtuse. 

 Determine unknown side 
lengths of right-angled 
triangles, solve problems 
involving right-angled 
triangles, apply naming 
conventions for sides of 
right-angled triangles,  

 Use similarity to 
investigate the constancy 
of the sin, cos and tan 
ratios, investigate 
patterns in trigonometric 
ratios, calculate 
trigonometric ratios using 
known angle or side 
length values, calculate 
unknown side lengths in 
right-angled triangles, 
solve problems using 
trigonometry, and 
calculate unknown angles 
in right-angled triangles.  

Students have opportunities 
to develop understandings 
of:  

 Data representation and 
interpretation — 
consolidate types of 
statistical variables, 
collect primary and 
secondary data to 
investigate statistical 
questions, calculate, 
interpret and describe 
statistics from both raw 
data and data 
representations using 
non-digital and digital 
resources, construct 
histograms and back-to-
back stem-and-leaf plots 
and use statistical 
knowledge to draw 
conclusions. 

Students have opportunities 
to develop understandings 
of:  

 Chance — investigate 
data used in media 
reports (estimate 
population means and 
medians and evaluate the 
validity of statistics used), 
calculate relative 
frequencies, determine 
outcomes of two-step 
chance experiments 
using tree diagrams and 
arrays, assign 
probabilities to outcomes, 
determine probabilities of 
events (including those 
involving ‘and’ and ‘or’ 
criteria), organise data 
and determine relative 
frequencies in Venn 
diagrams and two-way 
tables. 

 

Students have opportunities 
to develop understandings 
of:  

 Real numbers —use 
index notation, convert 
index notation to 
expanded notation, 
investigate the index 
laws,  simplify 
expressions using the 
index laws, convert 
numbers from scientific 
notation to standard 
decimal form, use index 
laws to solve problems 
involving scientific 
notation  

 Patterns and algebra — 
expand and simplify 
binomial expressions, 
apply the index laws to 
expansion and investigate 
special cases of binomial 
expansion (perfect 
squares, the difference of 
squares) 

Money and financial 
mathematics — use the 
simple interest formula, 
rearrange the simple 
interest formula, solve 
problems using simple 
interest. 

Students have opportunities 
to develop understandings 
of:  

 Real numbers — express 
numbers using scientific 
notation and perform 
operations using the 
index laws 

 Using units of 
measurement — 
investigate very large and 
very small time scales, 
express time scales using 
metric prefixes and 
scientific notation, convert 
units of time using the 
index laws 

 Linear and non-linear 
relationships — model 
relationships between 
variables and link 
algebraic, graphical and 
tabular representations of 
those relationships. 

 

Exam: Length: 70 minutes 
Topic: Number and linear Relationships 
 
Assignment: Length- 2-3 weeks 
Topic: Measurement 

Exam: Length: 60 minutes 
Topic: Algebra and Triangles  

Assignment: Length: 3 weeks 
Topic: Statistical Inferences 
 
Exam: Length: 70 minutes 
Topic: Probability 

Exam: Length: 70 minutes 
Topic: Algebra and Financial Mathematics 
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Mathematics Years 10 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

Students develop 
understandings of: 

 Data representation and 
interpretation — develop 
an understanding of 
statistical measures, 
recall and apply 
knowledge of measures of 
centre and spread, 
investigate and describe 
data sets effectively, 
analyse data displays 
(box plots, histograms 
and scatter plots) to make 
generalisations, make 
connections between 
statistical measures and 
data displays. 

 

Extension  students will also 
be taught to: 

 Data representation and 
interpretation - compare 
data sets using standard 
deviation, make predictions 
using a line of best fit.  

 

Students develop 
understandings of: 

 Chance — describe the 
results of two- and three-
step chance experiments, 
assign and determine 
probabilities including 
conditional probability and 
investigate the concepts 
of dependence and 
independence 

 

Extension students will also 
be taught to:  

 Chance - evaluate media 
statements and statistical 
reports. 

Students develop 
understandings of: 

 Linear and non-linear 
relationships — explore 
connections between 
algebraic and graphical 
representations, make 
generalisations in relation 
to parallel and 
perpendicular lines, 
identify the solution to two 
intersecting linear 
equations, apply graphical 
and substitution methods 
to find solutions and solve 
contextualised problems. 

 

 

Students develop 
understandings of: 

 Patterns and algebra — 
apply the four operations 
to algebraic fractions, 
manipulate expressions & 
equations to solve 
problems involving 
algebraic fractions, 
formulate & solve 
problems involving 
algebraic fractions, 
expand and factorise 
quadratics 

 Linear and non-linear 
relationships — formulate 
& solve monic quadratic 
equation problems, 
represent relations & their 
transformations accurately 
& extend application of 
graphing from linear 
functions to parabolas, 
circles and exponential 
functions.   

Extension students will also 
be taught to:  

 Patterns and algebra - 
expand and factorise non-
monic quadratics, solve 
quadratic equations 

 Linear and non-linear 
relationships –connect 
functions & their 
transformations, graph 
parabolas, circles & 
exponential functions, apply 
the index laws to involve 
irrational numbers. 

Students develop 
understandings of: 

 Pythagoras and 
trigonometry —-  

revise Pythagoras’ 
Theorem and solve 
contextualised problems, 
apply the trigonometric 
ratios to solve problems, 
by substitute into 
formulas, in two and three 
dimensions and solve 
contextualised 
trigonometric problems 
including surveying and 
orienteering 

 

Extension students will also 
be taught to:  

 Pythagoras and 
trigonometry- solve 
problems involving 
Pythagoras’ Theorem in 3-
D, the sine, cosine and 
area rules, the unit circle, 
trigonometric functions and  
periodicity. 

Students develop 
understandings of: 

 Using units of 
measurement — recall 
formulas to calculate area 
and volume, calculate the 
surface area and volume 
of prisms and cylinders, 
solve problems involving 
calculating surface area 
and volume of composite 
solids  

 Geometric reasoning — 
recall angle relationships 
for straight lines, triangles 
and quadrilaterals, prove 
angle relationships using 
formal proofs, develop 
proofs for congruency and 
similarity rules and apply 
understanding of plane 
shapes to prove 
geometric properties. 

Extension students will also 
be taught to: 

 Using units of 
measurement - extend 
measurement calculations 
to pyramids, cones and 
spheres 

 Geometric reasoning - 
apply proofs to circles 

 Linear and non-linear 
relationships - sketch and 
describe hyperbolas. 

Students develop 
understandings of: 

 Money and financial 
mathematics — recall 
simple and compound 
interest  formulas, 
calculate simple and 
compound interest , 
connect  simple and 
compound interest, 
substitute into a formula, 
connect graphical and 
algebraic representations 
of functions, solve 
financial problems 
involving compound 
interest and loans. 

 

 

 

Extension students will also 
be taught to: 

 Real numbers - define a 
logarithm, make 
connections between 
exponential and logarithmic 
expressions, establish and 
apply the laws of 
logarithms, simplify 
expressions using 
logarithmic laws and solve 
financial problems involving 
the use of logarithms. 
(Extension) 

 

Students develop 
understandings of: 

 Pythagoras and 
trigonometry —-  

revise Pythagoras’ 
Theorem and solve 
contextualised problems, 
apply the trigonometric 
ratios to solve problems, 
by substitute into 
formulas, in two and three 
dimensions and solve 
contextualised 
trigonometric problems 
including bearings 

 

 

Extension students will also 
be taught to: 

 Linear and non-linear 
relationships —  identify the 
features of a polynomial, 
connect a written division 
algorithm and the factor 
and remainder theorems 
and sketch polynomials. 

 

Exam: Length: 70 minutes 
Topic:  
 
Assignment: Length- 2-3 weeks 
Topic:  

Exam: Length: 60 minutes 
Topic:  

Assignment: Length: 3 weeks 
Topic:  
 
Exam: Length: 70 minutes 
Topic:  

Exam: Length: 70 minutes 
Topic:  
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Teaching & Learning Unit Overview Science 

Science Years 7 

Unit 1 and 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 Unit 5 Unit 6 Unit 7 

Lab Safety & Scientific Method 

 

This unit is an introduction to science at 
high school. It will introduce students to 
the science laboratory and its features, 
science equipment, scientific drawing, 
scientific signage and labels, safety 
procedures for science, science skills, 
collecting and analysing data and the 
scientific method. This unit underpins 
the basic skills and knowledge students 
will need in all future science units. 

 

 

 

 

Separating Mixtures 

 

In this unit students describe techniques 
to separate pure substances from 
mixtures. They investigate pure 
substances, mixtures and separation 
techniques. Students consider everyday 
applications of the separation 
techniques and relate their use in a 
variety of practical uses in the 
community.  

 

 

Heavenly Bodies 

 

In this unit students learn about the 
interrelationships between the Sun, 
Earth and Moon system. They explore 
predictable phenomena such as eclipses, 
tides, phases of the Moon and solar 
phenomena. Students examine how 
science and technology have contributed 
to the issue of solar storms and their 
effects on Earth. They explore and 
compare cultural beliefs related to 
phases of the Moon and eclipses. 

Ecosystems 

 

In this unit students will learn all about 
the natural world around us and the 
many various threats to different 
ecosystems on the planet.  Students will 
learn how to classify organisms, write 
dichotomous keys as well as obtain an 
understanding of interrelationships in an 
ecosystem.  Students will investigate 
possible threats to ecosystems and how 
to better protect against such threats. 

 

Moving Right Along 

 

In this unit students will investigate 
balanced and unbalanced forces and the 
effect these have on the motion of an 
object. They explore the effects of 
gravity and consider the difference 
between mass and weight. Students 
investigate the impact of friction on a 
moving object. They consider how 
understanding of forces and simple 
machines has contributed to solving 
problems in the community and how 
people use forces and simple machines 
in their occupations.  

 

Sensational Seasons 

 

In this unit students examine the 
seasons, different cultural 
understandings of the seasons and 
explore how science understandings 
influence the development of practices 
within agriculture and marine and 
terrestrial resource management. 
Students examine data about weather 
and climate from different sources and 
examine the impact of seasons on 
animals, plants and human endeavours 
such as farming and fishing. 
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Science Years 8 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 Unit 5 Unit 6 Unit 7 Unit 8 

What’s the matter? 

 

In this unit, students will 

investigate the physical 

properties of materials and the 

relationship between these and 

the use of materials. Students 

will investigate changes in state 

and be introduced to the 

Particle Model of Matter, which 

will be applied to explain 

physical changes. They relate 

the physical properties of 

material to their use in everyday 

applications and evaluate the 

effectiveness of the material for 

its identified purpose. 

 

 

 

 

 

Energy in my life 

 

In this unit students will classify 
energy forms. They will 
investigate different forms of 
potential energy, make 
predictions and conduct fair and 
safe experimental tasks. They 
will use models and 
representations to examine and 
communicate kinetic energy and 
its relationship with potential 
energy and the transformation of 
energy. Students will discuss 
the use and influence of science 
on the utilisation of energy 
sources and consider how the 
efficiency of these sources in 
the production of energy could 
influence their use by society. 

 

Scientific Method 1 

 

In this unit students identify and 

construct questions and 

problems that they can 

investigate scientifically. They 

will design, conduct and 

evaluate experimental methods. 

They will also manipulate 

variables. Students will analyse 

data patterns and trends, then 

justify conclusions. They explain 

how modifications to methods 

could improve the quality of 

their data and use appropriate 

language and representations 

to communicate science ideas. 

Hot Rocks 

 

In this unit students explore 

different types of rocks and the 

minerals of which they are 

composed. They compare the 

different processes and 

timescales involved in their 

formation as part of the rock 

cycle. Students construct and 

interpret models and 

representations to aid in the 

analysis of patterns and 

interrelationships in data. 

 

Rocks my World 

 

In this unit students consider 

the science roles involved in 

the production of resources 

from rocks and minerals and 

their use in the community. 

They consider the scientific 

roles involved in managing the 

environmental impact of mining 

and using a mineral resource. 

 

Cells 

 

In this unit students will identify 
cells as the basic units of living 
things. They will distinguish 
between multicellular and 
unicellular organisms. They will 
compare similarities and 
differences between plant and 
animal cell structure. They will 
examine the relationship 
between the structure and 
function of specialised plant and 
animal cells. Students will 
examine scientific work about 
cell formation and the processes 
of cell division via mitosis in 
organisms. They will analyse the 
development of the cell theory 
as a result of historical scientific 
work and use the findings to 
validate the tenets of the theory. 

 

Reproduction 

 

In this unit students deal with 

asexual and sexual 

reproduction, with a focus on 

organ systems that allow 

multicellular plant or animal 

organisms to reproduce and 

survive. 

The structure of reproductive 

organs is identified and the 

function of each organ in 

relation to the overall function of 

the organ system is also 

identified. The impact of 

reproductive technologies is 

discussed.  

 

Scientific Method  

 

In this unit students identify and 

construct questions and 

problems that they can 

investigate scientifically. They 

will design, conduct and 

evaluate experimental methods. 

They will also manipulate 

variables. Students will analyse 

data patterns and trends, then 

justify conclusions. They explain 

how modifications to methods 

could improve the quality of 

their data and use appropriate 

language and representations 

to communicate science ideas. 
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Science Years 9 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 Unit 5 Unit 6 Unit 7 Unit 8 

Electricity  

In this unit students examine, 
inquire and explain ways in 
which energy can be 
transferred through different 
mediums using the particle 
model. Students will have 
opportunities to form 
hypotheses and investigate 
quantitative and qualitative 
data and information on the 
flow of electrical energy and 
heat energy. They use these 
findings, scientific knowledge, 
and prior understanding in 
order to form conclusions. 
Students will make informed 
decisions about the influence 
of science and technology on 
agricultural practices. 

 

 

 

 

Tectonic Plates 

In this unit students will 
explore the historical 
development of the theory of 
plate tectonics. They model 
and investigate geological 
processes involved in Earth 
movement. Students 
compare different types of 
tectonic plate boundaries and 
the tectonic events which 
occur at these boundaries. 
They explore technological 
developments that have 
aided scientists in the study 
of tectonic plate movement 
and consider how these assist 
societies living in tectonic 
event areas. Students 
research the impact of 
tectonic events such as 
earthquakes, tsunamis and 
volcanoes on humans, and 
describe where science and 
technology are contributing 
to the development of safer 
buildings. 

 

My life in Balance 

In this unit students identify 
human body systems and the 
ways in which they work 
together in balance to 
support life. They outline how 
essential requirements for life 
are provided internally 
through a coordinated 
approach. Students analyse 
and predict the effects of the 
environment on body 
systems, and discuss the 
body's responses to diseases. 
They research the positive 
and negative aspects of 
vaccination and use evidence 
to justify decisions related to 
vaccination. Students 
consider current and future 
developments in vaccine 
technology and reflect on 
how the needs of society 
influence the focus of 
scientific research. 

 

Waves 

In this unit students build on 
their knowledge of energy 
transfer to include the wave-
based models of energy 
transfer including sound and 
light. Students investigate 
wave motion and the 
variations to sound and light 
transfer caused by differing 
materials. They explore ways 
in which humans have used 
and controlled sound and 
light energy transfer for 
practical purposes. Students 
design investigations and 
apparatus using available 
materials to transmit a form 
of energy through a medium. 

 

Ecosystems 

In this unit, students will 
engage in the exploration of 
concepts of change and 
sustainability within an 
ecosystem. It focuses on 
engaging students in the 
understanding that all life is 
connected through 
ecosystems and changes to its 
balance can have an effect on 
the populations and 
interrelationships that exist. It 
allows students to analyse 
data and develop related 
recommendations, including 
ethical considerations. It 
provides students with an 
opportunity to investigate and 
reflect upon the state of 
Australian environments, 
locally and nationally, and 
their individual and collective 
responsibility for the 
sustainability of ecosystems. 

 

Periodic Table 

In this unit students will 
explore the development of 
scientific ideas about atoms 
and the subatomic particles 
electrons, neutrons and 
protons. They will investigate 
isotopes and their uses and 
consider the process of 
radioactive decay and its 
products including radiation 
and half-life. Students will 
understand that scientific 
knowledge and ideas about 
the structure of atoms and 
isotopes has changed as new 
evidence has become 
available. They will 
investigate the use of 
radioisotopes in a range of 
areas of society and consider 
the impacts of these uses on 
society, including the 
technology and occupations 
resulting from these uses. 

 

Chemistry 

In this unit students will revise 
the basic element concepts 
before engaging in the 
exploration of chemical 
reactions and the application 
of these in living and non-
living systems. They develop 
understanding that chemical 
change involves the 
rearranging of atoms to form 
new substances. Students 
examine energy transfer in 
reactions, the nature and 
reactions of acids as well as 
the conservation of mass in 
chemical reactions. Students 
engage in investigations that 
examine photosynthesis and 
respiration, ocean 
acidification and instant cold 
packs that continue to 
develop their scientific inquiry 
skills. They apply their 
understanding to evaluate 
claims related to 
environmental issues and 
consider how the application 
of chemistry affects people’s 
lives. 

 

Scientific Method  

In this unit students identify 
and construct questions and 
problems that they can 
investigate scientifically. They 
will design, conduct and 
evaluate experimental 
methods. They will also 
manipulate variables. 
Students will analyse data 
patterns and trends, then 
justify conclusions. They 
explain how modifications to 
methods could improve the 
quality of their data and use 
appropriate language and 
representations to 
communicate science ideas. 
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Science Years 10 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

Chemistry 

In this unit students will learn about the basic properties of 
atoms, bonding and chemical reactions.  They will investigate 
various models of the atom and understand the reasoning 
behind the structure of the periodic table.  Students will learn 
about the various forms of chemical bonding and the structure 
and order of the electron configurations.  Students will learn 
that chemical change involves substances reacting to form 
new substances and that chemical reactions involve 
rearranging atoms to form new substances.  Students will also 
explore that different types of chemical reactions are used to 
produce a range of products and can occur at different rates. 

 

 

 

Genetics & Evolution 

In this unit students will explore genetics and heredity. They 
will examine the relationship between DNA, genes and the 
physical characteristics of an organism.  Students will examine 
the cause and effect of monohybrid crosses, mutations on 
individuals and their offspring. Students will develop an 
understanding of how the diversity of life on Earth can be 
explained by the theory of evolution by natural selection. 
Students will review models and mechanisms that have been 
developed and refined over time by a range of scientists to 
explain evolution and evaluate the evidence that supports 
these theories. Students will critically analyse the validity of 
evolutionary evidence found in secondary sources and 
communicate their understanding of the theories and 
processes of evolution using scientific language, conventions 
and representations 

Forces & Motion 
In this unit students will analyse everyday motions produced 
by forces. They will investigate Newton’s Laws of Motion and 
apply these concepts to the movement of objects. Students 
will process and analyse experimental data and information 
and evaluate the experimental method used. They will discuss 
how the motion of objects can be described and predicted 
using the laws of Physics. They will use models and 
representations to examine and communicate how energy is 
transferred and transformed through systems. Students will 
compare energy changes in interactions such as a car crash or 
pendulum to explain how energy transfer and energy 
transformation occurs. They will recognise that energy can be 
transformed into usable and unusable forms and consider how 
this can impact on the efficiency of a system.  

 

Global Systems 

In this unit, students will explore how the Earth is composed of 
four interacting and dynamic spheres, within which the global 
systems and cycles operate. They will consider how matter 
cycles within and between these spheres, such as in the 
carbon cycle and the water cycle, and use scientific knowledge 
to evaluate how humans have influenced these systems, 
resulting in change. Students will analyse approaches used to 
minimise carbon emissions and methods of sequestering 
carbon. They will also consider whether ethical decision 
making in relation to the environment could improve the state 
of the planet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pimpama State Secondary College 

Curriculum & Assessment Plan 
 | 22 

Teaching & Learning Unit Overview Humanities 

History Year 7 

Unit 1 Unit 2 
Unit 1: Investigating the  Ancient Past 

This is a study of the history of time from the earliest human communities to the end of the ancient period, approximately 60 

000 BC (BCE) – c.650 AD (CE). This was a period defined by the development of cultural practices and organised societies. 

The study of the ancient world includes the discoveries (the remains of the past and what we know) and the mysteries (what 

we do not know) about this period of history. Understanding will be developed through evidence, continuity and change, 

cause and effect, perspectives, empathy and significance and contestability 

 Overview: The theory that people moved out of Africa around 60 000BC (BCE) and migrated to other parts of the 

world, evidence for the emergence and establishment of ancient societies and key features of ancient societies 

 How historians and archaeologists investigate history, including excavation and archival research 

 The importance of conserving the remains of the ancient past, including the heritage of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander Peoples 

 

The Mediterranean World: Rome 

Through an in-depth study, students will investigate the question: What are the defining characteristics of ancient Rome and 
what are its legacies? 

Understanding will be developed through evidence, continuity and change, cause and effect, perspectives, empathy and 

significance and contestability 

Assessment Assessment 

Assessment for Learning (feed up)  

Define History through brainstorming activities and short video clips 

Assessment of Learning (feed forward) 

Task 1: Edible Excavation 

 

Assessment for Learning (feed up)  

What’s in common? PPT Use PPT or similar to establish background knowledge and understanding 

Assessment of Learning (feed forward) 

1. Research poster: Being a history detective  
2. Group role play 

Geography Year 7 

Unit 1 

Place and livability 

Place and livability focuses on the concept of place through an investigation of livability. This unit examines factors that influence livability and how it is perceived, the idea that places provide us with the services and facilities needed to support and 

enhance our lives, and that spaces are planned and managed by people. It develops students’ ability to evaluate the livability of their own place and to investigate whether it can be improved through planning. The livability of places is investigated 

using studies drawn from Australia and Europe. 

Students will investigate the inquiry questions identified from the Australian Curriculum: geography:  

 How do people’s reliance on places and environments influence their perception of them?  

 What effect does the uneven distribution of resources and services have on the lives of people? 

 What approaches can be used to improve the availability of resources and access to services? 

 

Assessment 

Assessment for Learning (feed up)  

Using two images, have students justify where they would prefer to live and why to discern their knowledge of “liveability” factors. 

Assessment of Learning (feed forward) 

1. Livability comparison study  
2. Proposal for change to improve livability 

 

 

 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=G&t=Place
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=G&t=Liveability
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=G&t=Place
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=G&t=Liveability
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=G&t=Liveability
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=G&t=Liveability
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=G&t=Place
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=G&t=Liveability
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History Year 8 

Unit 1 Unit 2 

The Ancient to the Modern World 

The overview of The Ancient to the Modern World will identify important features of the historical period and provide an 
expansive chronology that helps students understand broad patterns of historical change throughout this period. Students 
will be introduced to what the world was like at this time, and explore at basic levels the main themes that defined this 
period. 

Medieval Europe (c.590 – c.1500) 
- The way of life in Medieval Europe (social, cultural, economic and political features) and the roles and relationships of 

different groups in society (ACDSEH008)    View matching resources  

The Black Death in Asia, Europe and Africa (14th century plague) 
- Living conditions and religious beliefs in the 14th century, including life expectancy, medical knowledge and beliefs 

about the power of God (ACDSEH015)    View matching resources  

 

Spanish Conquest 

In this depth study students will explore pre-Columbian life in the Americas and the discovery and colonisation of the New 

World.  Students will have the opportunity to develop an understanding of the social, cultural, economic and political 

features of Aztec society.  They will investigate the nature of the interaction between the Spanish and the indigenous 

populations, with a particular focus on the Aztecs - describing encounters with Hernan Cortes, as well as the siege of 

Tenochtitlan.  Students will explore the impact of Spanish conquest on the Americas explaining the longer-term effects of 

conquest and colonisation on the indigenous populations of the Americas. 

Assessment Assessment 

Assessment for Learning (feed up)  

Week 1- Pre-Test of Source Analysis: picture interpretation 

Assessment as Learning (feedback) 

Week 6 - Exam 

 

Assessment for Learning (feed up)  

Week 1- Pre-Test 

Assessment as Learning (feedback) 

Report Draft Week 9 

Geography Year 8 

Unit 1 

Landforms and Landscapes 

Rationale: Landforms and landscapes focuses on investigating geomorphology through a study of landscapes and their landforms. This unit examines the processes that shape individual landforms, the values and meanings placed on landforms and 

landscapes by diverse cultures, hazards associated with landscapes, and management of landscapes. Landforms and landscapes develop students’ understanding of the concept of environment and enables them to explore the significance of 

landscapes to people. 

Meta-language: landforms, landscapes,  diverse cultures, hazards, geomorphic processes, degradation, significant landscapes, geomorphological hazard, Pangaea, Tectonic Plates, cross-sections, lithosphere, monoliths, spatial distributions, 

subducting, erosion,  

Changing Nations - Urbanisation: 

The unit explores the process of urbanisation and draws on a study of a country of the Asia region to show how urbanisation changes the economies and societies of low- and middle-income countries. It investigates the reasons for the high level of 
urban concentration in Australia, one of the distinctive features of Australia's human geography, and compares Australia with the United States of America. The redistribution of population resulting from internal migration is examined through case 
studies of Australia and China, and is contrasted with the way international migration reinforces urban concentration in Australia. The unit then examines issues related to the management and future of Australia's urban areas. 

Key Inquiry Questions to be investigated: 

How do interconnections between places, people and environments affect the lives of people? 

What are the consequences of changes to places and environments and how can these be managed? 

 

Assessment 
Assessment for Learning (feed up)  
Pre-test 

Assessment as Learning (feedback) 

Ongoing in class via teacher/student conferencing and teacher observations. 

Assessment of Learning (feed forward) 

Excursion notes 

Short Response Exam 

http://v7-5.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACDSEH008
https://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACDSEH008&learningarea=%22History%22&userlevel=%288%29
http://v7-5.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACDSEH015
https://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACDSEH015&learningarea=%22History%22&userlevel=%288%29
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Year 9 History 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 

Industrial Revolution Approach A (V2.0) 

The Industrial Revolution (1750 - 1914). 

The key question driving this depth study is: Did the Industrial Revolution make 
the world a better place? 

The Industrial Revolution is a significant historical development which has shaped 
the modern world, particularly in relation to increasing urbanisation and global 
changes in the landscape. Technological, scientific and social changes during this 
period will be investigated so that students appreciate both the positive and 
negative impacts on the modern world and their own lives. 

The following overview content is integrated into the depth study: the nature and 
significance of the Industrial Revolution and how it affected living and working 
conditions. The content provides opportunities to develop historical 
understandings through the key concepts of evidence, continuity and change, 
cause and effect, and significance.  

 

Making a Nation 

The Year 9 curriculum provides a study of the history of the making of the modern 

world from 1750 to 1918. It was a period of industrialisation and rapid change in 

the ways people lived, worked and thought. It was an era of nationalism and 

imperialism, and the colonisation of Australia was part of the expansion of 

European power. The period culminated in World War I 1914-1918, the ‘war to 

end all wars’. 

World War 1 

In this depth study students will examine the causes and effects of World War I 

between the years of 1914- 1918. Student will explore the differing perspectives 

of the war and the reasons why men chose to enlist. They will also consider how 

the use of propaganda influenced the changing role of women within society and 

the influence on Australia as a nation including its economy. Students will 

compare and contrast the changing nature and role of the commemoration of the 

ANZACS and the significance of key events. This unit will consider the debate of 

conscription and the identification of those groups who opposed conscription 

including Trade Unionists and Irish Catholics. Students will complete an extended 

written response exam on this topic 

Assessment Assessment Assessment 

Research booklet due Week 5 

Draft Essay due Week 6 

Research Essay due Week 8  

Folio activities to demonstrate a range of Historical skills and understandings of 

Australian History. 

Assessment for Learning (feed up)  

Week 1- Pre-Test  

Assessment as Learning (feedback) 

Revision Exam Week 5 

Assessment of Learning (feed forward) 

Assessment 1: Extended Written Response 

 

This is Not a Test (TNT) Year 10 

Unit 1 

Rationale: In this unit, students are introduced to survival scenarios and encouraged to consider how they would approach these situations themselves.  They are given information on survival skills, and examine casse studies of people who have 

survived (or not) in extreme circumstances.  They are then introduced to the core scenario of the unit – a national zombie apocalypse.  Students then work through various stages of the survival process people in such a situation would find themselves 

faced with.  Students evaluate and collect supplies for both the short and long term, extending their proficiency in geography and mapping.  Group work is a large component of this unit, and students evaluate each other on their ability to work as a 

team and display leadership skills. Students engage in scientific and historical research about zombies.  Historical and scientific information is evaluated and assessed for relevance to the Pimpama Zombie Apocalypse.  Students also examine and 

critically evaluate how people organise themselves into societies, through the lens of a post-apocalyptic community.  Skills utilised in this unit, such as critical and creative thinking, problem solving, a positive attitude in response to obstacles, and 

teamwork are aimed to encourage the development of a growth mindset in students. Students keep a Journal throughout the unit, which is used as a part of the assessment.  The journaling process is designed to encourage reflection and 

understanding of lessons learned about people, society and survival throughout the course. 

Assessment:  

Week 5: Survival Kit – to be evaluated based on what class has done up to that point. 

Week 9: Apocalyptic Journal containing at least six 200 word entries, and all mapping activities completed in class. 
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History Year 10 

Unit 1 Unit 2 

The Year 10 curriculum provides a study of the history of the modern world and Australia from 1918 to the present, with an emphasis on Australia in its global context. The twentieth century became a critical period in Australia’s social, cultural, 

economic and political development. The transformation of the modern world during a time of political turmoil, global conflict and international cooperation provides a necessary context for understanding Australia’s development, its place within the 

Asia-Pacific region, and its global standing. 

Australia’s Involvement in World War II  

Rationale: In this depth study students will focus on Australia’s involvement in World War II. They will initially investigate the 

causes of World War II, focusing on key events such as the Treaty of Versailles and the League of Nations; the rise of Hitler 

and Japan’s imperial ambitions. Students will develop their ability to interpret sources through their analysis of primary 

evidence relating to the significance of the Holocaust and the use of the atomic bomb. In this depth study, students will 

explore specifically the impact the war had on Australia and Australians including key battles, social changes and 

government policies.  

Rights and Freedoms: 

Rationale: In this depth study students will explore the concept of human rights, focusing on how rights and freedoms 

evolved throughout the 20th century.  Students will be identifying the struggles specific racial groups and cultures have 

experienced in gaining basic rights and freedoms. More specifically, students will focus on the struggles Indigenous 

Australians faced in gaining human rights in the 20th Century. They will compare and contrast progress made in the Black 

Rights Movement in America and analyse how this influenced Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples in gaining rights 

and freedoms. In this unit, students will focus on significance events and actions in Australian history that improved the 

rights of Indigenous Australians. 

  

Unit 1 Unit 2 
Assessment 1:  

Response to stimulus test on the outbreak of WWII, Hitler’s Rise to Power and the conclusion of the war. 

 

Assessment 2: 

Response to stimulus test on Australia’s Involvement in WWII. 

Assessment:  

You are to create a documentary using PhotoStory or PowerPoint that explores the role of Rights Activist in advancing 

Human/Civil Rights.   
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Teaching & Learning Unit Overview Business 

BUSINESS FACULTY 

As mass global flows of people, resources, finances and information produce social, economic, political and environmental complexities and challenges, Australia needs enterprising individuals who can make informed decisions and actively participate in 
society and the economy as individuals and more broadly as global citizens. Young Australians will also face a number of social, economic and moral challenges in their lifetimes that will impact on their lives and choices. It is critical that students are 
equipped with the knowledge, understanding and skills that will empower them in the face of such challenges.  

Business empowers students to shape their social and economic futures and to contribute to the development of prosperous, sustainable and equitable Australian and global economies. The study of business develops the knowledge, understanding and 
skills that will equip students to secure their financial futures and to participate in and contribute to the wellbeing and sustainability of the economy, the environment and society. Through studying Business Enterprise, students learn to make informed 
decisions and to appreciate the interdependence of decisions made within economic systems, including the effects of these decisions on consumers, businesses, governments and other economies, and on environmental and social systems.  

Economics and business provides students with opportunities to develop enterprising behaviours and capabilities that will equip them to face challenges in their lifetime. Through authentic learning opportunities, the business curriculum fosters 
enterprising individuals who are able to effectively embrace change; seek innovation; work with others; show initiative, flexibility and leadership; use new technologies; plan, organise and manage risk; and use resources efficiently. Business will better 
place students now and in their adult lives to actively and effectively participate in economic and business activities, while reflecting on the effects of their decisions on themselves, other people and places, now and in the future.  

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au  

FACULTY ORGANISATION 

The Business Faculty encompasses the following curriculum offerings: 

Year 8 CODE Year 9 CODE Year 10 CODE 

 Business Enterprise* 

 

BSE 

 

 Business Enterprise 
BSE 

 

 Business Enterprise 
BSE 

 

 

Year 11 CODE Year 12 CODE 

 Business Management 

 Certificate II in Business  BMN 

VBU 

 Business Management 

 Certificate II in Business BMN 

VBU 

 

 

Business Enterprise Year 8 

Term 1 Term 2 
Students explore how markets operate and the rights and 

responsibilities of consumers and businesses.  Students will: 

- investigate how markets operate  

- explore ethical and environmental implications of resource 
consumption in enterprise 

- investigate how product design and production decisions 
can be influenced by strategies to manage resources 

- re-think business models to meet consumer needs in a 
post scarcity economy (Ideate) 

- reflect on and identify the impacts of resource 
consumption on people, their communities and 
environments 

Students will explore the global marketplace and investigate 

how goods and services are traded in the form of equities 

(company shares). Students will:  

- consider the implications of different investment strategies 
(high, medium, low risk) 

- choose and research companies to track performance 
over time 

- investigate how different investment strategies can be 
used to meet the needs of different types of investors 

- make clear recommendations based on an understanding 
of the needs of a client and quality information garnered 
through research 

 

Students explore entrepreneurship by identifying the risks 

and benefits associated with becoming an entrepreneur. 

Students will: 
- discover the entrepreneurial process and understand the 

aspects of a business plan and the importance of this 
document when establishing a new business or concept 

- understand the risks and barriers in an entrepreneur’s 
pathway 

- become familiar with a range of successful entrepreneurs 
and be able to identify the important qualities many of 
them possess      

 

Students explore why different types of businesses exist and 

describe different ways businesses can respond to 

opportunities in the market. Students will: 

- investigate why different businesses exist and identify 
ways businesses can respond to opportunities in the 
market 

- choose and research small businesses that provide 
goods and services to consumers in the local area  

- consider the implications of different business plan 
models 

 

Topic: Circular Economy  

Assessment Genre: Persuasive and informative text 

Topic: ASX Share market 

Assessment Genre: Comparative text multimodal 

presentation  

Topic: Entrepreneur Case Study 

Assessment Genre: Informative text - case study 

 

Topic: Market Day  

Assessment Genre: Business action plan  
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Business Enterprise Year 9 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 
Students explore the importance of marketing and 

advertising and investigate how businesses seek to create 

a competitive advantage in a challenge market. Students 

will:  

- investigate the role of marketing and advertising in product 

development 

-  be able to identify and explain the 4 Ps (product, price, 

place and promotion) and the 4 Cs (customer solution, 

consumer cost, communication and convenience).   

- be able to apply these concepts to create a product / 

redesign a product which is also a customer solution 

- know and be able to explain the importance of 

understanding consumer behaviour 

- identify and exploit motivating factors and apply these 

concepts by targeting their advertising to promote sales to 

an identified consumer group 

Students explore how businesses improve productivity and 

respond to changing economic conditions using interactive 

web environments. Students will: 

- explore and analyse factors that influence the consumer  
- collect and analyse relevant data and information from 

various sources to identify and describe technological 
trends  

- investigate the impact technology has had on the global 
economy 

- explore and apply syntax and semantics HTML5 in the 
design of a digital interface 

- research and benchmark comparative companies and 
make recommendations for effectiveness implementation 
of web based interfaces  

 
 

Students explore the legal system and how the framework 
currently operates to regulate and shape our society.  
Students will: 

-  analyse the Queensland Criminal Law system 
- consider the process of establishing a legal system within 

Australia  
- consider the current process of developing law in 

Queensland 
- Investigate the effects that criminal behaviour has on 

modern society 
- Investigate their rights, obligations and responsibilities as 

individuals  
- reflect on the advantages and disadvantages of the 

adversarial system adopted by Queensland  
 

Students investigate the impacts globalisation has had on 

international business and how businesses have responded 

to various segments and markets of International business, 

with a focus on cross-cultural management practices. 

Students will: 
- analyse factors affecting globalisation  
- analyse the significance of cultural integration in a 

changing market 
- investigate the impacts cultural factors have on business 

productivity 
- research and compare businesses  
- analyses cultural factors that impact on business etiquette 

in practice 

 

Students explore the roles and 
responsibilities of participants 
in the workplace, in particular 
in the organisation of a key 
event.  Students will: 

- review and analyse the 
objectives of key personnel in 
an organisation 

- research the role of internal 
and external stakeholders  

- evaluate operational 
strategies that are used by 
businesses in event 
management 

- develop and present evidence-
based conclusions and 
recommendations for 
organisational management 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 
Task 1 

Topic: Marketing (Product Design)  

Genre: Prototype Pitch  

Task 2 

Topic: Advertising 

Genre: Video  

Task 1 

Topic: Coding   

Genre:  Profile  

Task 2 

Topic: Web Design  

Genre: Comparative review 

Topic: Legal Studies 

Genre: Exam 70mins  

Task 1 

Topic: International Business 

Genre: Research Report 

Task 2 

Topic: Indigenous Tourism  

Genre: Multimedia Presentation  

Topic: Events Management 

Genre: Business Action Plan  
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Business Enterprise Year 10 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 Unit 5 
Students explore factors that influence 

decisions and the financial operations of a 

business. Students will: 
- investigate how businesses improve 
productivity in the management of financial 
records 

- respond to financial records which need to be 
managed in order to track expenses and sales 
and to create financial documents 

- understand the role of various kinds of 
financial source documents 

- apply strategies to manage financial records 
to track information accurately and 
systematically 

Students explore and evaluate the effect of 

workforce management on business 

performance. Students will: 
- research and review human resource 
management models 

- evaluate the effectiveness of recruitment 
procedures  

- identify criteria for performance and appraisal 
of staff  

- compare and contract organisational structures 
in managing staff 

- generate recommendations for a case study 
justified by data  

Students explore the legal system and how the 
framework currently operates to regulate and 
shape our society.  Students will: 

-  analyse the Queensland Criminal Law system 

- consider the process of establishing a legal 
system within Australia  

- consider the current process of developing law 
in Queensland 

- locate and explore different legislation and 
offences 

- Investigate the effects that criminal behaviour 
has on modern society 

- Investigate their rights, obligations and 
responsibilities as individuals  

- communicate opinions relating to existing 
police powers 

- reflect on the advantages and disadvantages 
of the adversarial system adopted by 
Queensland  

Students explore social entrepreneurship by 

identifying the risks and benefits associated 

with becoming an social entrepreneur. Students 

will: 
- discover the social entrepreneurial process 

and understand the specific aspects of this 
type of business 

- understand the risks and barriers in 
developing a social enterprise  

- become familiar with a range of successful 
social entrepreneurs and be able to identify 
the important qualities many of them 
possess in developing a charitable business  

- develop a business plan for implementation 
of a social enterprise project   

- reflect on and communicate strategies for 
improvement 

- provide recommendations for future business 
models  

 

Students explore tourism as a major contributor 

to the Australian economy and factors that 

influence economic performance. Students will: 
- explore the Australian tourism economy 
- research opportunities at a local and national 
level 

- investigate how tourist based businesses 
operate  

- investigate concepts and the process of a 
feasibility study through determining the 
viability of a tourism venture 

- collect data and information to support a 
tourist venture  

- propose and make recommendations for a 
local tourism business in the development of 
a feasibility report 

 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 Unit 5 
Task 1  

Topic: Financial Records 

Genre: 

Task 2 

Topic: BYOB 

Task 1 

Topic: Human Resource Management  

Genre: Case Study  

  

Topic: Legal Studies 

Genre: Exam 70mins 

Topic: Social Entrepreneurship  

Genre: Business Plan  

Topic: Tourism Feasibility Study 

Genre: Feasibility Report  

Business Management Year 11 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 
Students explore the foundations of business management 

practices and the impact these have on the operation of a 

business. Students will: 
- research and evaluate human management structures  
- review the function of businesses 
- assess the impact of internal and external environment in 

the operation of a business 
- review the roles of managers who plan, organise and 

lead businesses 

Students will investigate how effective managers understand 

and execute the employment cycle and manage the 

changing motivational demands across a dynamic 

workforce. Students will: 
- investigate the purpose and importance of human 

resource management to organisational success of a 
business  

- examine and explore the core HRM employment cycle of: 
job analysis, recruitment and selection, performance 
management, remuneration and termination, rewards and 
employee training 

- review the process for a job analysis interview 
- implement a simulated job interview considering: 

description, job specification or job redesign 

 

Students explores the challenges of managing marketing 

and finance to be an effective business in a competitive 

environment. Students will: 
- research consumer markets and providing innovative and 

creative ideas to achieve business goals 
- understand the role of marketing in the introductory phase 

of a product  

- identify and apply the 4 Ps (product, price, place and 

promotion)  

- identify recommendations for a new marketing venture  

 

Students investigate the developments in business 

technology and innovation for the future. Students will: 

- research and explore how businesses respond to a 
changing market 

- review innovations in technology – case studies 
- identify strategies for business operations management 

for the future 
- inquire how business use operations to maintain a 

competitive advantage  

 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 
Topic: Management Practices 

Genre: Extended response to stimulus  

Topic: Human Resource Management 

Genre: Short response exam  

Topic: Marketing Guru 

Genre: Business Feasibility Report  

Topic: Business for the Future 

Genre: Research Action Plan Report  
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Business Management Year 12 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 
Students explore event management and the application of 

project management to effectively operate a business/ 

event.  

Students will:  
- examine operation management systems including 

financial management to efficiently provide 
products/services to meet the needs of consumers 

- review and apply financial management systems to 
ensure that financial decisions allow business to survive 
grow 

 

 

 

Students explore effective human resource management 

practices. Students will: 

- research and identify effective human resources practices 
instrumental in helping achieve business objectives and 
enhance productivity 

- research and review poor human resource management 
practices and the impact on the corporate ethos of an 
organization 

- analyse human rights and ethical business practices 
- compare and contrast common models and provide 

recommendations for future implementation 
 

Students explore entrepreneurship and innovation to drive 

business performance. Students will: 

- investigate how entrepreneurs can use changing 
technologies to increase market shares 

- review how businesses use innovative strategies to 
achieve business goals, tailor products and services to 
satisfy the changing needs or wants of consumers and 
society 

- research and reflect on local businesses that use 
technology and innovation to improve profitability 

- provide recommendations for future business models  

 

Students explore recent approaches in marketing that focus 

on the consumer through ‘relationship marketing’ strategies. 

Student will: 
- compare and contrast traditional and contemporary 
marketing  strategies  

-  examine new trends in marketing with focus on consumer 
relationships 

- research and evaluate marketing strategies such as social 
media advertising  

- evaluate the effectiveness of contemporary marketing 
strategies   

 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 
Topic: Event Management 

Task 1 Genre: Short Response Exam 

Task 2 Genre: Extended Response Report   

Topic: Business Behaving Badly 

Genre: Extended Response to Stimulus Exam  

Topic: Entrepreneurs in Action 

Genre: Business Feasibility Report  

Topic: Contemporary Marketing 

Genre: Extended Response Exam   
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Certificate II Business (TAS) 

Project Course Organisation 

 

1 

Safe Workplace Practices  

Students gain skills and knowledge required to work in a manner that is healthy and safe in relation to self and others and to respond to emergency incidents. This includes following work health and safety (WHS) and emergency procedures and instructions, implementing WHS requirements 

and participating in WHS consultative processes. Students develop basic knowledge of WHS to carry out work in a defined context in a range of industry and workplace contexts. Students work through learning experiences and activities, using the internet, their experience, simulated business 

environments and discussion with tutor/s for guidance. 

 

2 

Event Management 

Students are tasked with managing the cross-country carnival to be held on the last day of term, including deciding the running order of events, creating the program and managing the risk assessment. Students develop basic keyboard skills to produce relevant documents by given timelines. 

They learn how to perform a range of routine tasks using these practical skills and fundamental knowledge. Students seek feedback for performance improvement and use current technology appropriate to the task. They develop basic skills and knowledge for working in a broad range of 

settings. Students work through learning experiences and activities, using the internet, their experience, simulated business environments and discussion with tutor/s for guidance. 

 

3 

Product Design  

Students generate unique designs and use the edible printer to create cupcake toppers for a Mothers’ Day stall.  Students use spreadsheets to manage financial records and calculate cost and profit. They gain skills and knowledge required to work effectively in a business environment, 

including identifying and working to organisational standards, managing workload, and working as part of a team. Students learn how to perform a range of routine tasks using these practical skills and fundamental knowledge. Students seek feedback for performance improvement and use 

current technology appropriate to the tasks. 

 

4 

Denim Challenge 

Students design and brand products using waste stream resources and learn to effectively measure current resource use and carry out improvements, including reducing the negative environmental impact of work practices. They follow workplace procedures and instructions, and work in an 

environmentally sustainable manner.  Students work through learning experiences and activities, using the internet, their experience, simulated business environments and discussion with tutor/s for guidance. 

 

 

5 

Small Business Project – seedlings  

Students grow a range of seedlings which are sold at a local Shopping Centre. They design packaging and consider the environmental impact of their business. 

Students develop skills and knowledge required to communicate in the workplace including gathering, conveying and receiving information and completing routine written correspondence. Students develop skills and knowledge required to deliver all aspects of customer service at an 

introductory level. This includes creating a relationship with customers, identifying their needs, delivering services or products and processing customer feedback. Students perform a range of routine workplace communication tasks using a range of practical skills and fundamental knowledge of 

effective listening, questioning and non-verbal communication in a defined context. 

 

6 

Innovation in Action 

Developing a Tourism Attraction and Associated Marketing Activities. The Committee has requested the Business Team at Pimpama SSC innovate a new Tourist Attraction for the visitors to Jacobs Well. A landmark or icon which personifies the small village. They want to encourage tourists to 

take photos and to have the opportunity to learn about the destination. Part of the project scope is to generate social media statistics and promote increased tourist numbers to the region in the hope of improving local business revenue. 

 

 

7 

Events Management 

Year 12 students have been asked to undertake planning and activities in preparation for their year 12 Formal. This includes working collaboratively as a team to design and develop the invitations, maintain an information noticeboard, develop a general information PowerPoint, seek 

information an about dress and etiquette and put together a multimedia presentation for students, collect and database information about attendees including place settings and diet requirements. Students gain skills and knowledge required to work effectively in a business environment, 

including identifying and working to organisational standards, managing workload, and working as part of a team. Students gain skills and knowledge required to select and use computer software and organise electronic information and data. Students work through learning experiences and 

activities, using the internet, their experience, simulated business environments and discussion with tutor/s for guidance. They apply practical skills with a fundamental knowledge of equipment use and the organisation of data in a defined context. 

 

 

 

 

Assessable 

competencies 

BSBWHS201 Contribute to health and safety of self and others 
BSBITU201 Produce simple word processed documents 
BSBWOR202 Organise and complete daily work activities 
BSBSUS201 Participate in environmentally sustainable work practices 
BSBITU202 Create and use spreadsheets 
BSBIND201 Work effectively in a business environment 
BSBCMM201 Communicate in the workplace 
BSBWOR204 Use business technology 
BSBINM201 Process and maintain workplace information 
BSBCUS201 Deliver a service to customers 
BSBWOR203 Work effectively with others  
BSBINN201 Contribute to workplace innovation 
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Teaching & Learning Unit Overview Chinese 

Chinese Year 7 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 
 Students explore the concept of self-identity and use 

language to communicate ideas about interest and 
influences on self-identity. Students will develop 
understandings of: 

 
 ideas about self, interests and influences on self-identity 
 
 a range of texts to obtain and convey information relating 

to influences on self-identity 
 
 creating  identity maps  
 
 systems of language relating to characters, sentence 

structure and text organisation 
 
 language change relating to language adaptation 
 
 Participation in intercultural experiences to understand the 

relationship between language and culture of self-
introduction. 

 

Students explore language and cultural values relating to 
personal and national identity. 
Students will develop understandings of: 

 

 interaction with others to share ideas about self, interests 
and items of personal significance 
 

 information from different sources about items of personal, 
cultural and national significance 

 
 connected texts conveying information relating to personal 

identity and items of significance 
 
 systems of language relating to sentence structure 
 
 Participation in intercultural experiences to understand the 

relationship between language and culture of family 
relationships. 

Students explore the concept of community in Chinese-
speaking cultures and Australia.  
Students will develop understandings of: 

 

 interaction with others to share ideas about community 
and community identity 
 

 engagement with a range of texts to obtain information 
relating to community 

 

 planning, drafting and presenting information about 
community 

 

 systems of language relating to sounds, tones, sentence 
structure and text organisation 

 

 language change relating to language adaptation 
 

 Participation in intercultural experiences to notice, 
compare and reflect on language and culture associated 
with group and community identity.  

 

Students use language to explore memorable places around 
the Chinese-speaking world. 
Students will develop understandings of: 
 

 interaction with others to share ideas about self, interests 
and influences on self-identity 
 

 engagement with a range of texts relating to significant 
locations and memorable places 

 

 conveying information through texts to describe  the 
significance  of memorable places  

 

 Systems of language relating to characters and sentence 
structure. 

 

 language variation and change relating to language 
adaptation 

 

 Participation in intercultural experiences to understand the 
relationship between language and culture of places in 
Australia and China.  

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 
Listening and Reading Exams: 2 parts x 70 minutes 
Topic: Greetings and self-introduction 
 

Writing and Speaking Assignments: Length 2 weeks 
Topic:  Greetings and self-introduction 
 
Exam: 2 parts x 70 minutes 
Topic:  Time Capsule 

Writing and Speaking Assignments: 2-3 weeks 
Topic: what is community? 
 

Reading and Listening exams: 2x 70 minutes 
Topic: what are memoriable places? 

Chinese Year 8 

Unit 1 Unit 2 
Students revise the language to communicate ideas about interest and influences on self-identity. In addition, students will 
also explore the concept of friendship and how it is expressed across cultures.  
They will:  
 interact with others to share ideas relating to friends and friendship 
 engage with a range of texts to obtain and convey information relating to friendship 
 translate texts noticing language that is difficult to translate 
 analyse and understand systems of language relating to characters and sentence structure 
 participate in intercultural experiences to understand the relationship between language and culture. 
 

Students explore language, cultural values and practices relating to eating in the Chinese culture and Australia.   
They will: 
 interact with others to share ideas and experiences relating to food and eating practices 
 engage with a range of texts to obtain information relating to eating practices 
 create and present connected texts conveying information relating to food and eating practices 
 analyse and understand systems of language relating to sounds, tones and characters 
 analyse and understand language change relating to the dynamic nature of Chinese 
 participate in intercultural experiences to understand the relationship between language and culture. 

Unit 1 Unit 2 

Reading and Listening Exam Length: 70 minutes x 2 
Topic: Me and my friends 
 
Writing and Speaking Assignment: Length- 3 weeks 
Topic: Me and my friends 

Reading and Listening Exam Length: 70 minutes x 2 
Topic: What is for lunch? 
 
Speaking Assignment: Length- 3 weeks (Ordering food in a restaurant) 
Topic: What is for lunch? 
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Chinese Year 9 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 
Daily routine and leisure time 
Students explore the concept of representation within the 
context of youth cultures. 
They will: 

 interact with others to share ideas and experiences 
relating to shared interests and values within a group 

 encounter authentic language to notice and focus on 
linguistic and cultural concepts relating to youth identity 

 engage with a range of texts to obtain and convey 
information making connections between youth cultures 
in Chinese-speaking cultures and their own experience 

 analyse and understand language variation and change 
relating to the dynamic nature of Chinese and roles and 
relationships 

 participate in intercultural experiences to understand the 
relationship between language and culture. 

 

Food and Culture 
Students explore language, cultural values and practices 
relating to eating in the Chinese culture and Australia.   
They will: 

 interact with others to share ideas and experiences 
relating to food and eating practices 

 engage with a range of texts to obtain information 
relating to eating practices 

 create and present connected texts conveying 
information relating to food and eating practices 

 analyse and understand systems of language relating to 
sounds, tones and characters 

 analyse and understand language change relating to the 
dynamic nature of Chinese 

 participate in intercultural experiences to understand the 
relationship between language and culture 

Family and Hobbies 
Students explore the concept of generation and generational 
difference in Chinese-speaking cultures and Australia. 
They will: 

 interact with others to discuss ideas relating to roles and 
responsibilities over generations 

 encounter authentic language to notice and focus on 
linguistic and cultural concepts relating to generational 
change 

 engage with a range of texts to analyse perspectives 
and convey information relating to generations, roles 
and responsibilities 

 analyse systems of language relating to sounds and 
sentence structure 

 analyse and understand language variation and change 
relating to roles and relationships 

 participate in intercultural experiences to understand the 
relationship between language and culture. 

Shopping and Global Connections 
Students explore their connections with the wider global 
community including links with Chinese-speaking cultures. 
They will: 

 interact with others to discuss experiences and 
connections with other countries and cultures 

 explore links between Australia and the Chinese-
speaking world.   

 engage with a range of texts to analyse perspectives 
and convey information relating to global connections 

 analyse and understand systems of language relating to 
sentence structure 

 analyse and understand language variation and 
language change 

 participate in intercultural experiences to understand the 
relationship between language and culture. 

 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 
Reading and Listening Exam Length: 70 minutes x 2 
Topic: my daily routine 
  

Writing and Speaking Assignment: Length- 3 weeks 
Topic:my daily routine 
Reading and Listening Exam Length: 70 minutes x 2 
Topic: food and culture 

Reading and Listening Exam Length: 70 minutes x 2 
Topic: family and hobbies 

Writing and Speaking Assignment: Length- 3 weeks 
Topic:family and hobbies 
Reading and Listening Exam Length: 70 minutes x 2 
Topic: Shopping and Global Connections 

Chinese Year 10 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 
Appearance and relationships  
 

Students explore the concept of representation within the 
context of youth cultures. 

They will: 

 interact with others to share ideas and experiences 
relating to shared interests and values within a group 

 encounter authentic language to notice and focus on 
linguistic and cultural concepts relating to youth identity 

 engage with a range of texts to obtain and convey 
information making connections between youth cultures 
in Chinese-speaking cultures and their own experience 

 analyse and understand language variation and change 
relating to the dynamic nature of Chinese and roles and 
relationships 

 participate in intercultural experiences to understand the 
relationship between language and culture. 

 

Weathers and activities 

 
Students explore the understanding of the environment 
people live in Australia and the Chinese-speaking cultures. 

They will: 

 interact with others to discuss experiences and 
connections with other countries and cultures 

 explore links between Australia and the Chinese-
speaking world.   

 engage with a range of texts to analyse perspectives 
and convey information relating to global connections 

 analyse and understand systems of language relating to 
sentence structure 

 analyse and understand language variation and 
language change 

 participate in intercultural experiences to understand the 
relationship between language and culture. 

 

Tourism plans and advertisements (Locations and 
transportation) 

 

Students use language to communicate within the context of 
advertising and promotions  

They will: 

 engage with a range of spoken and written texts relating 
to advertising and advertisements 

 process and compare information about advertisements  

 create persuasive texts to engage a specific audience 
and adjust for another 

 analyse and understand systems of language relating to 
characters and text organisation 

 analyse and understand language variation and change 
relating to the dynamic nature of Chinese 

 participate in intercultural experiences to understand the 
relationship between language and culture. 

 

Part time job and my future 

Students understand how language and culture influence 
communicating within the world of employment. 

They will:  

 encounter authentic language in a range of spoken and 
written texts about work that young people and adults do 
around the world 

 use language to plan and manage discussions about 
interesting jobs 

 obtain information about different ways that young 
people earn money in French-speaking countries 

 analyse and understand systems of language relating to 
characters and sentence structure 

 analyse and understand language variation and change 
relating to the dynamic nature of Chinese 

 participate in intercultural experiences to understand the 
relationship between language and culture. 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 
Reading and Listening Exam Length: 70 minutes x 2 
Topic: my daily routine 
  

Writing and Speaking Assignment: Length- 3 weeks 
Topic:my daily routine 
Reading and Listening Exam Length: 70 minutes x 2 
Topic: food and culture 

Reading and Listening Exam Length: 70 minutes x 2 
Topic: family and hobbies 

Writing and Speaking Assignment: Length- 3 weeks 
Topic:family and hobbies 
Reading and Listening Exam Length: 70 minutes x 2 
Topic: Shopping and Global Connections 
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Chinese Year 11/12 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

The family relationships, values and life 

Students explore their connections with the wider global 
community including links with Chinese-speaking cultures. 

They will: 

 interact with others to discuss experiences and 
connections with other countries and cultures 

 explore links between Australia and the Chinese-
speaking world.   

 engage with a range of texts to analyse perspectives 
and convey information relating to global connections 

 analyse and understand systems of language relating to 
sentence structure 

 analyse and understand language variation and 
language change 

 participate in intercultural experiences to understand the 
relationship between language and culture. 

 

Geography, climate, landscapes and cityscapes; 

Environment issues 

Students explore language and cultural values relating to 
animal conservation in Chinese-speaking cultures and 
Australia. 

They will: 

 interact with others to share ideas and opinions relating to 
perspectives on animal conservation  

 encounter authentic language to notice and focus on 
linguistic and cultural concepts relating to animal 
conservation issues 

 engage with a range of texts to analyse perspectives and 
convey information relating to perspectives on animal 
conservation 

 analyse and understand systems of language relating to 
sentence structure and text organisation 

 analyse and understand language change relating roles 
and relationships 

 participate in intercultural experiences to understand the 
relationship between language and culture. 

Special Occasion, festivals & Food  

Students explore language and cultural values relating to 
animal conservation in Chinese-speaking cultures and 
Australia. 

They will: 

 interact with others to share ideas and opinions relating to 
perspectives on animal conservation  

 encounter authentic language to notice and focus on 
linguistic and cultural concepts relating to animal 
conservation issues 

 engage with a range of texts to analyse perspectives and 
convey information relating to perspectives on animal 
conservation 

 analyse and understand systems of language relating to 
sentence structure and text organisation 

 analyse and understand language change relating roles 
and relationships 

 participate in intercultural experiences to understand the 
relationship between language and culture. 

Chinese traditional art and Future Career  

Students understand how language and culture influence 
communicating within the world of employment. 

They will:  

 encounter authentic language in a range of spoken and 
written texts about work that young people and adults do 
around the world 

 use language to plan and manage discussions about 
interesting jobs 

 obtain information about different ways that young people 
earn money in French-speaking countries 

 analyse and understand systems of language relating to 
characters and sentence structure 

 analyse and understand language variation and change 
relating to the dynamic nature of Chinese 

 participate in intercultural experiences to understand the 
relationship between language and culture. 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 
Year 11/12: Listening and Reading Exams Year 11: Speaking and writing exams 

Year 12: Reading, speaking and writing exams 

Year 11: Listening and Speaking Exams 

Year 12: Listening, speaking and writing exams  

Year 11: Reading and listening Exams 

Year 12: Reading Exam 
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Teaching & Learning Unit Overview Health & Physical Education 

Health & Physical Education Year 7 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 
Theory: 
Approaching Adolescents and Online Safety 
 
Focus Content Area: Relationships and Sexuality, Mental 
Health and Wellbeing  
 
Unit Overview: 
In this unit, students will focus on the individual as they grow 
from childhood to adolescence. They will investigate a range 
of physical, emotional, social and intellectual changes 
occurring during adolescence and consider how they impact 
on identity. Students will explore the development of self-
values and beliefs and address increases in adult 
expectations as they transition towards independence. 
Students will examine the benefits of diversity and the 
impact of social inclusion on wellbeing during the 
adolescence transition. They will investigate, evaluate and 
recommend strategies and resources to help manage a 
variety of changes occurring during adolescence. Note: this 
unit contains some sensitive concepts, images and 
terminology related to puberty. 
Students explore Online Safety in a number of contexts. 
They examine what it means to be safe online as well as 
examining the benefits and negative aspects of using social 
media. This unit empowers students to understand and 
promote healthy and safe practices when using social 
media. 

Theory: 
Fitness Components 
 
Focus Content Area: Health Benefits of Physical Activity 
 
Unit Overview: 
In this unit, students investigate alcohol and drugs, the laws 
associated with their use, and the long- and short-term 
effects these have on the body. Students examine health 
information related to alcohol and other drugs, to evaluate 
possible health concerns and implement actions to promote 
wellbeing in their school community. 
 
 

Theory: 
Super Snacks 
 
Focus Content Area: Food and Nutrition 
 
Unit Overview: 
In this unit students will explore dietary options for 
adolescents and the social and cultural influences on this. 
They will compare snack food options regularly consumed 
by teens and to healthy snack options.  They will evaluate 
their snack options they consume and provide justified 
examples of healthy super snacks they recommend 
teenagers should be consuming to assist maintain a healthy 
diet. 

Theory: 
Mental Health 
 
Focus Content Area: Mental Health and Wellbeing  
 
Unit Overview: 
In this unit, students will be introduced to mental health 
related topics such as mental illness, stress, self-esteem 
levels, change and loss and experiencing grief.  Students 
will discuss some of the negative stigmas and stereotypes 
that society has labelled those suffering a mental illness.  
Through identifying causes and associated feelings, 
students will develop their understanding of stress and 
establish effective strategies for stress relief.  Impacts and 
the negative side effects of a low self-esteem will be 
identified and used to help create strategies for building and 
maintaining confidence.  This unit will explore change and 
loss and their relationship with the grieving process.  
Students will analyse scenarios of hardship and identify how 
individuals can seek help and how those around them can 
provide it. 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 
Theory: Multiple Choice, short answer and letter reply 
 
 
Practical: Games and Sport, AFL 

Theory: Assignment: Training Program Design and 
Justification 
 
Practical: Lifelong physical activities, Rhythmic and 
Expressive Activities, Training Program Design 

Theory: Exam 
 
 
Practical: Games and Sport, Soccer 

Theory: Assignment: Short answer and Awareness 
Campaign 
 
Practical: Games and Sport, Hockey 
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Health & Physical Education Year 8 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 
Theory: 
Food for Life 
 
Focus Content Area: Food and Nutrition  
 
Unit Overview: 
In this unit students will explore dietary options for 
adolescents and the social and cultural influences on this. 
They will identify health concerns and explore the 
information used by them to facilitate choice. An evaluation 
of these materials will be completed by students and they 
will select strategies for planning and maintaining a healthy 
diet 

Theory: 
My Life My Decision 
 
Focus Content Area: Alcohol and Other Drugs 
 
Unit Overview: 
In this unit, students will examine the reasons why young 
people use alcohol and drugs, peer pressure and how to 
make good decisions using assertive behaviour. They will 
identify the family's role in decision making and how to 
communicate and support peers in situations involving 
alcohol and drugs, as well as the steps to follow in an 
emergency situation. 

Theory: 
Supporting Others 
 
Focus Content Area: Alcohol and Other Drugs, Mental 
Health and Wellbeing, Safety 
Unit Overview: 
In this unit, students will examine the reasons why young 
people use alcohol and drugs, peer pressure and how to 
make good decisions using assertive behaviour. They will 
identify the family's role in decision making and how to 
communicate and support peers in situations involving 
alcohol and drugs, as well as the steps to follow in an 
emergency situation. 
 

Theory: 
Cultural Understandings 
 
Focus Content Area: Health Benefits of Physical Activity 
 
Unit Overview: 
In this unit students explore family and kinship groups in 
their own and other cultures and health beliefs in different 
cultural groups. They explore the historical significance of 
physical activities in various cultures. They identify 
behaviours and resources to enhance the health and 
wellbeing of individuals and communities. 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 
Theory: Multiple choice, short answer and extended 
response assignment 
Practical: Games and Sport, Cricket 

Theory: Assignment: Advertisement Campaign and 
Justification 
Practical: Games and Sport, Touch Football 

Theory: Exam 
 
Practical: Challenge and Adventure Activities 
Athletics/Team Handball 

Theory: Assignment: Design Problem 
 
Practical: Lifelong Physical Activities 
Net Games: Volleyball/Badminton/Table Tennis 

 

Health & Physical Education Year 9 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 
Theory: 
Respectful Relationships 
 
Focus Content Area: 
Relationships and Sexuality, Mental Health and Wellbeing, 
Safety 
 
Unit Overview: 
In this unit students identify what respectful relationships are 
and how empathy and ethical decision-making contribute. 
Students examine the changes they are going through as 
their sexuality and/or identity develops, and the impact these 
have on relationships. Students investigate the 
consequences of sexual activity and/or disrespectful 
relationships on health and wellbeing. They evaluate 
situations and propose appropriate responses, as they 
reflect on possible outcomes and make decisions in 
relationship contexts 

Theory: 
Sustainable Health Challenge 
 
Focus Content Area: 
Food and Nutrition, Health Benefits of Physical Activity, 
Mental Health and Wellbeing 
Unit Overview: 
In this unit, students identify factors that contribute to 
sustainable health such as regular physical activity, 
balanced nutrition, a healthy state of mind and community 
connection. They examine the external influences that could 
affect their ability to make good decisions and plan a 
response that promotes community health practices and 
addresses an identified sustainable health concern. 

Theory: 
My Social Responsibility 
 
Focus Content Area: 
Alcohol and Other Drugs 
 
Unit Overview: 
In this unit, students explore public health and advertising 
campaigns to determine their effectiveness on adolescent 
choices about using alcohol and other drugs. Students 
examine norms and stereotypes surrounding adolescent 
alcohol and drug use. They investigate information about 
alcohol and other drugs; standard drinks; blood alcohol 
concentration and alcohol and drug laws. Students also 
examine scenarios and use the decision-making process to 
be able to make smart choices in regards to alcohol and 
other drug use 

Theory: 
Mental Health 
 
Focus Content Area: 
Mental Health and Wellbeing 
 
Unit Overview: 
In this unit, students explore the factors that contribute to 
their mental health and wellbeing.  Students will investigate 
and compare mental health from a global perspective.  
Students will examine common mental illnesses and 
evaluate the appropriateness of available community 
resources.  Students will develop a deeper understanding of 
stigma and strategies to de-stigmatise mental illness in the 
community.  Students will investigate resilient behaviours 
and propose strategies for managing emotional responses 
to situations of conflict, loss or grief that they have or may 
experience in the future. 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 
Theory: Exam 
 
Practical: Games and Sport, Safety, Oztag 

Theory: Assignment: Multimodal Presentation - Sustainable 
Health Proposal 
Practical: Games and Sport, Safety Softball 

Theory: Mulitple Chioce, Shorts Answer and Letter 
Response 
Practical: Lifelong Physical Activities, Challendge and 
Adventure Activities, Athletics and Orienteering 

Theory: Assignment: Awareness Campaign 
 
Practical: Rhythmic and expressive activities 
Fitness in the Community 
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Elite Athlete Development Program Year 9 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 
Theory: 
Introduction to Anatomy and Goal Setting 
Unit Overview: 
In this unit, students will gain and understanding of the 
anatomy and how it works.  They will investigate the human 
body and relate it to their chosen sporting area of expertise 
and analyse what parts of their anatomy are most important 
to their success as well as recommend methods to improve 
their functional anatomy testing to further increase levels of 
success. 
Students will also complete their Individual Performance 
Plan as part of their goal setting which is revisited each 
term. 

Theory: 
Energy Systems and Goal Setting 
Unit Overview: 
In this unit, students will gain an understanding into energy 
systems and how they relate to their chosen sport of 
expertise.  They will analyse which energy system is most 
important to them in their sporting field and also provide 
justified recommendations to improve their energy systems 
in order to improve increased sporting success.  Students 
will also complete their Individual Performance Plan as part 
of their goal setting which is revisited each term. 

Theory: 
Sports Nutrition and Goal Setting 
Unit Overview: 
In this unit, students will further develop their knowledge and 
understanding of nutrition and begin to delve into sports 
nutrition and how understanding and applying correct 
nutrition will improve performance and recovery.  Students 
will also complete their Individual Performance Plan as part 
of their goal setting which is revisited each term. 

Theory: 
Sports Psychology and Goal Setting 
Unit Overview: 
In this unit, students will learn about resilience, motivation 
and self-awareness.  They will evaluate why being able to 
understand and be in control will improve their sporting 
outcome. Students will also complete their Individual 
Performance Plan as part of their goal setting which is 
revisited each term. 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

Theory: Exam 

Practical: Strength Training  and Cross Country Preparation 

Theory: Assignment 

Practical: Coordination and Athletics 

Theory: Assignment 

Practical: Strength and Athletics 

Theory: Assignment 

Practical: Strength and Cross Training 

 

Elite Athlete Development Program Year 10 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 
Theory: 
Focus Area B – Energy Systems 
Unit Overview: 

In this unit, students examine the physiological responses of 

the body that enable it to perform physically.  More 

specifically, students will investigate how an understanding 

of energy systems help to improve team and individual 

performance in physical activities.   

 

Theory Component: Understanding how the three energy 

systems contribute to energy production and their limitations 

is an important aspect of improving physical performance. 

Theory: 
Focus Area C – Figueroa’s Framework 
Unit Overview: 

In this unit, students examine sociology of sport through the 

context Ultimate Frisbee  

 

Theory Component: Understanding how human society and 

culture are developed and organised through a sports 

perspective.  

- Examine the role physical activity, outdoor 

recreation and sport play in the lives of Australians 

and investigate how this has changed over time 

- Reflect on how fair play and ethical behaviour can 

influence the outcomes of movement activities 

Theory: 
Focus Area A – Biomechanics 
Unit Overview: 

Throughout this unit, students will develop and refined their 

Athletic skills and understanding of the biomechanical 

principals underpinning their performance such as Motion, 

Balance and Stability, Summation of Forces, and Projectile 

motion. This process requires students to detect errors in 

their technique and, through reflection and decision making, 

modify and improve their performance.  
 

Theory: 
Focus Area A – Biomechanics and Focus Area C Motor 
Learning 
Unit Overview: 
Throughout this unit, students will develop and refined their 
Athletic skills and understanding of the biomechanical 
principals underpinning their performance such as Motion, 
Balance and Stability, Summation of Forces, and Projectile 
motion. This process requires students to detect errors in 
their technique and, through reflection and decision making, 
modify and improve their performance. 

ASSESSMENT 
Theory: Certificate II in Sports Coaching 
 
Unit Overview: 
This qualification reflects the role of individuals who apply the skills and knowledge to be competent in delivering a basic instruction session for a sport.  Work may be undertaken as part of a team and would be performed under supervision or 
independently in a structured environment such as a sporting club or school.  Individuals wishing to undertake this qualification should be current or past participants in the respective sport specialisation chosen as part of this qualification.   
Sports Academy students will be given the opportunity to develop their coaching skills in their chosen sport and instruct their peers in their sport.  They will be provided the opportunity to run training sessions as part of a recruitment tool for the 
academy for year 6 students looking to enter into the academy in the following year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=HPE&t=Examine
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=HPE&t=Physical+activity
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=HPE&t=Outdoor+recreation
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=HPE&t=Outdoor+recreation
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=HPE&t=Sport
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=HPE&t=Investigate
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Recreation Studies Year 10 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

Focus Content Area: Recreation, You and the Community 

Unit Overview: 

In this unit, students will investigate the difference between 
sports and recreation.  They will analyse the impact and 
success of recreation in the community as well as justify its 
importance in the community.  Students will evaluate the 
importance of recreation activities compared to organised 
sports for various socio economic groups. 

Focus Content Area: Physical Activity and Healthy Living 

Unit Overview: 

In this unit, students will create different recreational games 
and competitions.  Students will deliver these to other 
student cohorts.  They will evaluate the success of their own 
and others lesson, providing suggestions for improvement 
for future sessions. 

Focus Content Area: Health and Safety in Recreation 

Unit Overview: 

In this unit, students learn and prepare for outdoor 
recreational activities such as orienteering and abseiling.  
Students will analyse, evaluate and correct any safety 
concerns and compile a justified list of items to bring to 
camp.  They will create an agenda of activities which will be 
done on camp at a selected location. 

Focus Content Area: Personal and Interpersonal Skills in 
Recreation 

Unit Overview: 

In this unit, students will put into practice their research from 
term 3. They will implement their plan on camp and be 
assessed on their performance on outdoor education 
activities. 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 
Theory: Assignment - Report  

Practical: Various recreational activities and games 

Theory: Assignment – Folio of activity summary, lesson 
plans, evaluation and suggestions. 

Practical: Delivery of lesson and participation in peers 
lessons 

Theory: Written Camp Preparation and Journal 

Practical: Student performance in outdoor education 
physical performances including a focus on health and 
safety  

Practical: Student Performance in outdoor education 
physical performances 

 

Health Studies Year 10 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

Theory: Coping with Stress 

Focus Content Area: Personal Health 

 

Unit Overview: 

Developing stress management skills are becoming an 

increasingly necessary part of everyday life for teenagers. 

To manage stress, which is often experienced on a daily 

basis, teenagers can benefit from learning stress 

management skills. These coping strategies are specific 

skills learnt within one’s environment and work differently 

with each individual and group. Inadequately managed 

stress can lead to undesirable health issues.  Identifying the 

problems and addressing the needs of a society’s stress can 

produce positive performance and a healthy community now 

and in the future.  

 

Theory: Smoking 

Focus Content Area: Peer Health 

 

Unit Overview: 

Adolescence is a time of growth, for both physical and 
mental development. A healthy diet is essential for 
teenagers because of their heightened nutritional needs, but 
also because the foods they eat as teenagers can impact 
their health when they reach adulthood. Healthy eating also 
promotes good food habits to last a lifetime. 

Theory: Sun Safety  

Focus Content Area: Community Health 

 

Unit Overview: 

According to the report ‘Cancer in Australia 2014’ written by 
the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare, 
“Queenslanders suffer the highest incidence of melanoma, 
in the Australian states and territories”. How and why does 
the “Queensland outdoor lifestyle and image” impact the risk 
of Queenslanders developing some form of skin cancer? 
What impact does this have on the health outcomes of the 
community and how can we take action to reduce the level 
of risk the community is exposed to?   

Theory: Immunisation 

Focus Content Area: Health for Specific Populations 

 

Unit Overview: 

This issue will allow students of PSSC to examine the 
influence and impact of various environments (social, 
cultural, economic and political) on community health with 
regard to immunisation. Community resources, services and 
actions affect community health outcomes by their diversity, 
responsiveness, availability, access and orientation.  
Students will learn how the community can act to enhance 
health and challenge the inequities imposed by unsupportive 
resources, services and actions and other pre-disposing, 
enabling and reinforcing factors. 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

Essay Exam 600-800 words Written Research Report Action Research Project Written Research Report 
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Physical Education Year 11 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 
Theory: Figueroa’s Framework 

Focus Area C 

Unit Overview: 

In this unit, students will use Figueroa’s Framework as a tool 

to investigate how decisions to participate in sport are 

affected by socio-cultural influences such as our history, our 

values, the media and the allocation of sports funding. 

Theory: Energy Systems and Exercise Physiology 

Focus Area B 

Unit Overview: 

In this unit, students will develop an understanding of how 

energy systems help to improve team and individual 

performance.  Students will also gain an insight into how the 

different types of fitness components can contribute to their 

overall physical performance capabilities. 

Theory: Biomechanics 

Focus Area A 

Unit Overview: 

Throughout this unit, students will develop and refined their 
Athletic skills and understanding of the biomechanical 
principals underpinning their performance such as Motion, 
Balance and Stability, Summation of Forces, and Projectile 
motion. This process requires students to detect errors in 
their technique and, through reflection and decision making, 
modify and improve their performance 

Theory: Motor Learning 

Focus Area A 

Unit Overview: 

The human body’s ability to process information and 
program muscles and limbs to move in particular ways is 
one important part of how skills are acquired.  For 
professional athletes, successfully acquiring skills is how 
they make a living; however, in a competitive market, 
practising a skill repeatedly to improve is not always enough. 
Learning skills has become a science in itself. Now, to reach 
the top of their game, athletes need to understand and 
consider the nature of skills, the physics of movement and 
the athletes’ own physical attributes and psychology. 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

Theory: Unseen Essay Exam 

Practical: Team Direct Interceptive 

Oztag 

Theory: Unseen External Exam 

Practical: Team Direct Interceptive 

Netball 

Theory: Multimodal Presentation 

Practical: Individual Performance 

Athletics 

Theory: Analytical Essay 

Practical: Team Indirect Interceptive 

Volleyball 

 

Recreation Studies Year 11 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 
Focus Content Area: Recreation, You and the Community 

Unit Overview: 

In this unit, students are introduced to the concept of 
Recreation, have the opportunity to develop and analyse 
their Golf swing. 

Focus Content Area: Physical Activity and Healthy Living 

Unit Overview: 

In this unit, students are introduced training principles 
implemented through training programs and sessions to 
increase the strength and fitness of a range of athletes 

Focus Content Area: Health and Safety in Recreation 

Unit Overview: 

In this unit, students are introduced coaching strategies and 

techniques and will have the opportunity to develop their 

coaching skills in a variety of world sports. 

Focus Content Area: Personal and Interpersonal Skills in 
Recreation 

Unit Overview: 

In this unit, students will analyse the various methods of 
communication and how they impact on physical 
performance of an athlete. 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 
Theory: Analysis of Golf Swing 

Practical: 

Golf 

Theory: Exam 

Practical:  

Strength and Conditioning 

Theory: Coaching strategies 

Practical: 

 

Practical: Physical Performance of Badminton 
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Elite Athlete Development Program Year 11 

Unit 1 

Theory: Certificate III in Fitness 

Unit Overview: 

This qualification reflects the role of instructors who perform a range of activities and functions within the fitness industry. Depending on the specialisation chosen, this qualification provides a pathway to work as an instructor providing exercise 
instruction for group, aqua or gym programs.   

They work independently with some level of autonomy in a controlled environment such as fitness, leisure, aquatic and community centres where risks are managed through pre-existing risk assessment and hazard control processes.   

Individuals who specialise in Aqua Exercise Instruction deliver water-based exercise sessions designed for participation by a group of clients. Sessions may be freestyle, pre-choreographed or circuit style. They also have the skills to rescue a client in 

distress, and an appropriate level of pool deck fitness and endurance. 

Students will be assessed on their knowledge, undertstanding and application of physiology and anatomy as well as training programs and fitness prinicples.  They will be assessed on creating and implementing training programs for athletes of their 
chosen sport, a different sport and general clientele they would work with if working in the fitness industry. 

 

Physical Education Year 12 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

Theory: Energy Systems and Training Programs 

Focus Area B 

Unit Overview 

In this unit, students will develop an understanding of how 
energy systems help to improve team and individual 
performance.  Students will also gain an insight into how the 
different types of fitness components can contribute to their 
overall physical performance capabilities.  Students will 
investigate, analyse, develop and justify how a applying the 
correct training principles will improve capabilities in sport. 

Theory: Figueroa’s Framework 

Focus Area C 

Unit Overview: 

In this unit, students will develop an understanding of how 
Figueroa’s Framework can impact on individuals’ decision to 
participate in a range of sports.  Students will also gain an 
insight into how sports can attempt to influence peoples’ 
decision making in relation to which sports they enjoy 
watching and participating in.  Students will perform a range 
of athletic events before focussing in on one in detail to 
refine their skill and improve their performance. 
 

Theory: Motor Learning 

Focus Area A 

Unit Overview: 

The human body’s ability to process information and 
program muscles and limbs to move in particular ways is 
one important part of how skills are acquired.  For 
professional athletes, successfully acquiring skills is how 
they make a living; however, in a competitive market, 
practising a skill repeatedly to improve is not always enough. 
Learning skills has become a science in itself. Now, to reach 
the top of their game, athletes need to understand and 
consider the nature of skills, the physics of movement and 
the athletes’ own physical attributes and psychology. 

Theory: Exercise Physiology and Energy Systems 

Focus Area B 

Unit Overview: 

In this unit, students will develop an understanding of how 
energy systems help to improve team and individual 
performance.  Students will also gain an insight into how the 
different types of fitness components can contribute to their 
overall physical performance capabilities. 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

Theory: Multimodal Presentation 

Practical: Netball 

Theory: Unseen Essay Exam 

Practical: Athletics 

Theory: Research Assignment 

Practical: Volleyball 

Theory: Research Assignment 

Practical: Oztag 
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Recreation Studies Year 12 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 
Focus Content Area: 

Personal and Interpersonal Skills in Recreation 

Unit Overview: 

In this unit, students will investigate communication skills 
and sports dynamics, as well set goal and self-analysis of 
performance.  Students will also analyse the impacts 
participating in recreational activities can have on personal 
and interpersonal skills. 

Focus Content Area: 

Recreation, You and the Community 

Unit Overview: 

In this unit, students will learn about the differences between 
recreation and sport and the benefits of taking part in 
recreational activities. Students will analyse the impacts 
participating in recreational activities can have on personal 
and interpersonal skills. 

Focus Content Area: 

Health and Safety in Recreation 

Unit Overview: 

In this unit, students will investigate health and safety 
regulations of recreational activities such as orienteering.  
They will analyse the impact technology has on the focus 
area, as well as analysing the health and safety aspects of 
orienteering. 

Focus Content Area: 

Physical Activity and Healthy Living 

Unit Overview: 

In this unit, students will analyse and evaluate the benefits of 
physical activity and healthy living.  They will create and 
implement their own training program. 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 
Theory: Multimodal Response 

Practical: Golf 

Theory: Project 

Practical: Competition Organisation 

Theory: Extended Response to Stimulus 

Practical: Orienteering 

Practical: Performance in Strength and Conditioning 

Health Studies Year 12 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 
Theory: Road Trauma 

Focus Content Area: Community Health 

There are a disproportionate number of young people 
involved in road accidents resulting in death or serious 
injury. How and why do environmental and social factors 
influence road safety behaviours of teens and in particular 
students at Mansfield SHS?  Do present road safety 
initiatives adequately address the factors influencing the 
increasing number of teenage fatalities and serious injuries 
on Australian (and in particular Queensland) roads 

Theory: Organ Donation 

Focus Content Area: Community Health 

Analyse and evaluate the processes, laws and systems that 
are in place to address organ and tissue transplantation to 
determine how effectively they address the barriers and 
facilitators that influence organ and tissue donation. 
Recommend social, political and economic changes that 
need to be considered to cater for an increasing population 
requiring organ and tissue donation. 

 

Theory: Mental Health 

Focus Content Area: Health for Specific Populations 

What is the link between knowledge and mental health 
behaviour? What is the level of mental health knowledge 
amongst the school’s Year 8 cohort? What educational 
program can be implemented to enable the peer group to 
become more informed about their mental health? How can 
such knowledge and skills enhance their mental health? 
How effective was this program in motivating learning and 
increasing awareness of positive mental health behaviours? 
Trends in behaviour for Australian teenagers with mental 
health problems reported a high rate of suicidal thoughts 
and other health-risk behaviours, including smoking, drinking 
and drug use which present serious health concerns for their 
present and future health outcomes. 

 

Theory: Schoolies 

Focus Content Area: Health for Specific Populations 

Teenagers attending schoolies week on the Gold Coast are 
placed at risk due to lack of support from their school and 
local community. How can students at Southport SHS 
improve the health outcomes for this specific population? 

 

 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

Research Report Research Report Unseen Essay Exam Multimodal Presentation   Multimodal Presentation 
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Teaching & Learning Unit Overview Creative Industries 

Designing Futures Year 7 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

ECO HOUSE ECO CITY SCRATCH MAKEBLOCK ROBOTS 

The ECO CITY units focus on the concept of place through an investigation of liveability.  

They examine factors that influence liveability and how it is perceived, the idea that places provide us with the services and 

facilities needed to support and enhance our lives, and that spaces are planned and managed by people.  

It develops students’ ability to evaluate the liveability of their own place and to investigate whether it can be improved 

through planning and design.  

The liveability of places is investigated using studies drawn from Australia and Europe. 

 

The CODING units focus on the digital technologies and applications of coding.  

They focus on using the program Scratch to learn basic code. It provides students with an experience of using code to 

create a simple maze game and design challenges with Makeblock robots.  

It develops student’s ability to problem solve and use computational thinking processes.  

 

Designing Futures Year 8 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

INTERVENE REPAIR REUSE CONSTRUCT 

The Design for Disaster units focus on design in preparation for and in response to natural and manmade disasters. 

These units also examine the values and meanings placed on landforms and landscapes by diverse cultures, hazards and 

design solutions associated with landscapes, and management of landscapes. 

Design for Disaster develops students’ understanding of the concept of environment (and geomorphology) and enables 

them to explore the significance of landscapes to people, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples.  

These distinctive aspects of landforms and landscapes are investigated using studies drawn from Australia and throughout 

the world. 

The Transportation units focus on design solutions for sustainable, futures-oriented transportation.  

These units also consider the changing human geography of countries, as revealed by shifts in population distribution and 

examines issues related to the management and future of Australia’s urban areas. 

The spatial distribution of population is a sensitive indicator of economic and social change, and has significant 

environmental, economic and social effects, both negative and positive.  

The unit explores the process of urbanisation and develops students’ understandings of how urbanisation changes the 

economies and societies of low and middle-income countries.  

 

 

Industrial Technology & Design Year 8 

Unit 1 Unit 2 

SIGN-here 3D-USB-ME 

In this unit, students build upon their prior knowledge and understanding of design-based studies to research, design and 

construct an edge-lit sign suitable for an end-user. Real-world contexts will be explored through the students considering 

user needs, resources and design constraints as part of their design processes for the unit. The progressive nature of 

technology plays an instrumental role in the development and manufacturing of new products. New knowledge and 

understanding will be applied to a series of cognitive and psychomotor based activities and assessments which target at 

providing students with a strong awareness of resources and materials used in product design and construction as well as 

developing practical workshop-based hand and operating skills. Students will explore the use of plastics from primary 

resources to their associated uses including manufacturing, fabrication, moulding and finishing techniques using heat, 

chemical adhesives, Computer Numerically Controlled (CNC) laser cutting and engraving. 

 

In this unit, students develop upon foundational knowledge associated with their previous design unit which has 

incorporated the use of 3D drawing both by hand and computer (CAD).  Students will develop their theory and practical 

skills associated with 3D printing technologies (opportunities and constraints); as well as explore the knowledge and 

understanding of designing in three-dimensions for additive manufacturing technologies such as 3D printing.  This task will 

serve to provide students with an opportunity to apply design-based practices and connect and transform through 

independent practice.   

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=G&t=Place
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=G&t=Liveability
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=G&t=Liveability
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=G&t=Liveability
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=G&t=Place
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=G&t=Liveability


Pimpama State Secondary College 

Curriculum & Assessment Plan 
 | 42 

Industrial Technology & Design Year 9 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 

MONO-BOX AMPLIFIER Surf HANDPLANE CO2 DRAGSTERS 

In this unit, students will build upon their prior knowledge and understanding of 

design-based studies to research, design and construct an operational low 

voltage mono-box amplifier suitable for an end-user. Real-world contexts will be 

explored through the students considering user needs, resources and design 

constraints as part of their design processes for the unit. Modern manufacturing 

systems such as CNC technologies will be incorporated into the student’s design 

and manufacturing process. The progressive nature of this technology plays an 

instrumental role in the development and manufacturing of new products. New 

knowledge and understanding will be applied to a series of cognitive and 

psychomotor based activities and assessments which target at providing students 

with a strong awareness of resources and materials used in product design and 

construction as well as developing practical workshop-based hand and operating 

skills.  

 

In this unit, students will have the opportunity to develop upon their knowledge 

and understanding of the design process and design thinking. This task will 

introduce students to hydrodynamics and the various reactions materials have 

when traveling on water. Students will also have the opportunity to expand on 

their practical skills and knowledge on a range of manufacturing processes. 

In this unit, students will delve into a deeper level of understanding of the Inquiry 

model of design. They are to build on the concepts of hydrodynamics from the 

previous unit, to apply practical experiments to aerodynamic principles. Students 

will use their inquiry findings to respond to design challenges. The tasks within 

this unit will allow students to utilise digital additive manufacturing processes 

while providing opportunities to apply design-based exercises and connect and 

transform through independent practice.  Students will refine their developing set 

of theory and practical skills associated with industry standard materials, while 

practicing safe workshop procedures and expectations. 
 

 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

VISUAL REPRESENTATIONS TRANSFORMATIONS PTINTERS MARK ELEMENTAL CUBISM 

In this unit, students focus on the acquisition of skills and the 

learning of art making techniques with a focus on drawing – 

basic rendering, 2D blocking, ink & paint drawing. A found 

object will be used by students to explore 2D and 3D 

elements to compile an experimental Body of Work (folio).  

Students will be provided with a variety of opportunities to 

create, develop, explore and analyse artworks through 

practical and theory classroom activities. 

Students will learn key skills through the exploration of ideas 

and improvising visual ideas, manipulating and applying the 

elements/concepts with intent, developing and refining 

understanding of skills and techniques, structuring and 

organising ideas into form, 
- sharing artworks though presentation or display, 
- analysing and reflecting upon intention, and responding to 

and interpreting artworks. 
-  

In this unit, students focus on the acquisition of skills and the 

learning of art making techniques with a focus on 3D 

construction. Students will explore the concept of 

TRANSFORMATIONS – the transformation from one state 

to another, using common objects. Through experimentation 

with 3D media (paper, tie wire, aluminium and clay), 

students will create a 3D Body of Work (folio).  Students will 

be provided with a variety of opportunities to create, 

develop, explore and analyse artworks through practical and 

theory classroom activities. 

In this unit, students focus on the acquisition of skills and the 

learning of art making techniques with a focus on print 

making (lino, stencil and relief prints). Students will explore 

the process of making visual images using lino, stencils and 

relief print making techniques. Students will be provided with 

a variety of opportunities to create, develop, explore and 

analyse artworks through practical and theory classroom 

activities. 

In this unit, students focus on the acquisition of skills and the 

learning of art making techniques with a focus on mixed 

media – graphite on paper, photography (Photoshop) and 

paint. Student will use the image of their face for this unit to 

explore various art making styles - from realism - to 

distortion - leading to an abstract 2D form. Students will 

create a series of experimental works compiling 4 mini 

artworks for their experimental Body of Work (folio).  

Students will be provided with a variety of opportunities to 

create, develop, explore and analyse artworks through 

practical and theory classroom activities. 
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Playmakers Year 9 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

2D GAME DESIGN GAME CONTROLLERS EV3 ROBOTICS UNITY 

In this unit, students are introduced to designing the user 

experience of a digital system, generating, evaluating and 

communicating alternative designs. Students produce 

design algorithms represented in English, and trace 

algorithms to predict outputs for a given input 

and to identify errors.  

Students implement and modify programs with user 

interfaces involving branching, iteration and functions in 

general-purpose programming language.  

Students will learn how solutions and existing information 

systems meet needs, are innovative, and take account of 

future risks and sustainability.  

Students investigate the core elements of popular games. 

The outcome sees students creating a 2D game using the 5 

elements of gaming (Space, Components, Mechanics, 

Goals and Rules). The 2D game must challenge the gamer 

through balanced gaming.  Students design their game 

using non-digital and digital means.  Using feedback, they 

iterate their design and translate it to the Scratch platform. 

 

In this unit, students expand on designing the user 

experience of a digital system, generating,  

evaluating and communicating  

alternative designs. Students evaluate how solutions and 

existing information systems meet needs, are innovative, 

and take account of future risks and sustainability.  

Building on their previous task of creating a 2D game, 

students investigate past and current game controllers and 

discover examples of innovative controllers that are being 

used to reimagine how we play games. Students 

demonstrate their knowledge and skill by designing and 

producing a game controller.  

Individually, students produce a functional and engaging 

video game controller that allows users to play a 2D game, 

by rapid prototyping, iterating, implementing and reflecting. 

Students expand on cross curricular knowledge of 

electronics, CAD design and advanced CNC manufacturing 

(laser cutting, 3D printing) to produce working prototypes.  

 

In this unit, students investigate the role of hardware and 

software in managing, controlling and securing the 

movement of and access to data in networked digital 

systems.  

Students learn how to define and decompose real-world 

problems precisely, taking into account functional and non-

functional requirements, including interviewing stakeholders 

to identify relative needs.  

Student expand on their knowledge of designing algorithms 

represented in structured English and validate algorithms 

and programs through tracing and test cases. Students 

implement modular programs, applying selected algorithms 

and data structures including object-oriented programming 

language.  

Student exercise ways to plan and manage projects using 

an iterative and collaborative approach, identifying risks and 

considering safety and sustainability.  

Students will focus their investigation on how robotics are 

used in our daily lives.  They also investigate the role of 

robots in our future. 

Using the EV3 Mindstorm robots, students will complete 

complex challenges using design thinking and coding 

solutions. 

 

In this unit, students define and decompose real-world 

problems precisely, taking into account functional and non-

functional requirements that include stakeholder interviews 

to identify needs.  

Students design algorithms represented diagrammatically 

and in structured English and validate algorithms and 

programs through tracing and test cases. Students 

implement modular programs, applying selected algorithms 

and data structures including using an object-oriented 

programming language.  

Students exercise the process of planning and managing 

projects using an iterative and collaborative approach, 

identifying risks and considering safety and sustainability. 

Students utilise their knowledge of game design to design 

and create a prototype of a 3D game in Unity. This project is 

a culmination of all work completed throughout the year and 

will assess both the ability to implement an effective game 

design, and to reflect on constructive feedback from our 

peers and teachers. 
Students choose survival-based objective and overall 
experience to offer the end user.  They use sketch skills to 
develop a map of the terrain and core characters. Identifying 
key ideas, students implement and begin work in Unity. 
Once a prototype is created, iterations are produce based 
on testing and feedback from peers and users. 

 

 

Graphics Year 10 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

GRAPHIC PRINCIPLES micro-CONTAINER-ME eSHELTER PRODUCT-3Design 

In this unit, students are introduced to the foundational 

knowledge and understanding of graphical principles 

through theory and hands-on skills-based competencies. 

This unit incorporates a range of resources and technologies 

(both analogue and digital), for students to demonstrate and 

document their knowledge and understanding. Further, to 

provide students with opportunities to further develop their 

existing knowledge and understanding of design-based 

outcomes. This unit of study will be delivered through a 

range of learning opportunities to diversify the learning 

experiences and provide inclusivity for all learning abilities to 

achieve strong personal learning outcomes. 

 

In this unit, students focus on exploring micro-living built 

environments in order to develop and produce graphical 

solutions to satisfy a user’s requirements. This unit will allow 

students to practice and apply their knowledge of graphical 

principles from the previous unit. Students are tasked with 

producing a refined graphical concept with final illustrations 

to present to their client. The design folio will serve to 

document and communicate their design thinking processes 

as well as provide evidence as part of this assessment item. 

This unit of study will be delivered through a range of 

student-centred learning opportunities to engage and 

maximise their learning experiences and learning outcomes. 

In this unit, students focus on exploring design problems 

associated with temporary emergency shelters to develop 

and produce graphical solutions and prototype models. 

Students are challenged to sustainably design and build a 

light-weight (cardboard), temporary emergency shelter to 

suit an identified design application. Your design must focus 

on one key design problem. You will explore a range of 

potential issues associated with that design problem in order 

to make informed design and user-centred decisions. 

Students are tasked with developing a conceptual idea 

which can be graphically presented ‘pitched’ towards a 

prospective welfare or humanitarian organisation together 

with a conceptual 3D model. 

 

In this unit, students focus on industrial graphics to design 

and produce a 3D graphical solution. A design solution is 

developed to address one key design application and 

problem. Students explore a range of potential issues 

associated with their design problem in order to make 

informed user-centred graphical solutions. This unit 

incorporates the use of various sources of information. 

Students present their final design concept by 3D printing a 

functioning test prototype.  
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Foundation Tech Studies Year 10 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

ORGANIC JEWELLERY FutureBOARD HOT METALS METAL CRAFT 

In this unit, students will further develop foundational 

knowledge in the correct use of hand and power tools as 

well as a range of newly introduced fixed and mobile plant 

equipment (wood lathe, drill press, cordless drills, buffing 

machines and belt and disc linishers).  This task will serve to 

provide students with a developing set of theory and 

practical skills associated with working with veneered 

timbers to individually assist with their principal design 

project – FutureBOARD.  Students will additionally be 

expanding their prior knowledge and understanding of safe 

workshop procedures, requirements and expectations of a 

senior manufacturing environment. 

 

In this unit, students will design and manufacture a unique 

skateboard with a custom visual design for a specific end 

user of the 21st century. Throughout the first term students 

will follow the design process while documenting their 

organic experience in a Design Folio. They will use modern 

manufacturing systems such as 3D modelling and Computer 

Numerically Controlled (CNC) routing technologies to design 

a moulded jig to the specification of their skateboard 

concept. This mould will be used to produce their end 

product in the second term through a vacuum infused 

lamination process. Students will be introduced to the 

lamination process through the production of veneered 

jewellery throughout the first term, which incorporates the 

knowledge and understanding of CNC Laser cutting 

technologies and timber lathing. 

 

In this unit, students are introduced to a range of fixed and 

mobile plant equipment to craft and manipulate carbon steel. 

The unit focuses on students building upon their OnGuard 

training to demonstrate a practical competency in the safe 

and effective operation of plant equipment regularly used in 

industry. Students will apply safe operating procedures and 

manufacturing techniques through direct instruction using a 

range of tools to obtain minimum workshop competencies in 

the safe handling and use of equipment. 

 

 

In this unit, students will utilise their developing skills to 

design and construct a structure using only carbon steel. 

The unit will focus on students expanding their competency 

in the safe and effective operation of manipulating metals, 

as well as expanding their knowledge of the design process 

and exploring their creativity.  
Students will use workshop skills-based lessons to work 
cooperatively and safely to manipulate materials to produce 
the abovementioned artefacts. Direct instruction will serve to 
inform and where required scaffold students’ knowledge and 
understanding of various tools and equipment as well as 
processes.  

 

 

Foundation Information Technology Systems Year 10 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

2D GAME DESIGN 3D GAMING AND MODELLING 
INTEGRATED INFORMATION SYSTEMS AND                 

E-COMMERCE 
SMART CARS- ROBOTICS 

In this unit, students will be introduced to the process of 

using character development and Scratch 2D Game Tools 

so students can evaluate and inform their game designs. 

2D Game Design is an activity-based syllabus that teaches 

game design principles and image editing and illustration 

techniques for producing art for 2D games.  

Students will also consider how Game Designers use game 

design principles to evaluate and inform effectiveness of 

their game. 

Students will complete activities that contain small tasks that 

help to build and refine their skills as they complete each 

task. Each activity is supported by guides to assist students 

throughout the introduction of these new technical skills. 

In this unit, students learn about the principles of Modelling 

and Design to produce 3D Gaming for an end user.  

Students will consider how an end users use games and 

iterate on feedback.  

This unit will introduce students to capabilities of 3D game 

design. 

Students will complete activities that contain small tasks that 

help to build and refine their skills as they complete each 

task. Each activity is supported by guides to assist students 

throughout the introduction of these new technical skills. 

In this unit, students learn about the principles of Information 

Systems development and data mining using SQL (Structure 

Query Language). Students will learn how to integrate 

databases into web-based interfaces and the high demand 

IT Sector of E-Commerce. Students will learn how to code 

using 4GL language and refine their programming skills. 

They will learn about Enterprise Resource Planning systems 

including SAP and the standardised language for storing, 

manipulating and retrieving data in databases. Learning will 

be completed using online tutorials and interactive interfaces 

will assist students in developing knowledge of language 

and structure. Assessment will be a series of online exams 

and a minor project using the DDE cycle. 

 

In this unit, students develop Smart Cars to explore the 

principles of connectivity including: circuitry, networking and 

data collection.  

Students will explore the capabilities of LittleBits to evaluate 

and inform their Web designs. Students will also consider 

how everyday objects can become connected to evaluate 

and inform the effectiveness of their own design. 

Students will complete activities that contain small tasks that 

help to build and refine their skills as they complete each 

task. Each activity is supported by guides to assist students 

throughout the introduction of these new technical skills. 
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Foundation Visual Arts Year 10 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 

PERSONAL JOURNIES HUNTERS AND COLLECTORS LIFE & DEATH 

In this unit, students explore the skills and learning of art making techniques with 

an emphasis on building a conceptual framework. The focus for this unit is the 

concept of Personal Journeys, as students work through the 9 steps of 

conceptualisation. Students will compile an experimental Folio and create a 

Resolved Major Artwork.  Students will be provided with a variety of opportunities 

to create, develop, explore and analyse artworks through practical and theory 

classroom activities. 

In this unit, students build on their skills and the learning of art making techniques 

with an emphasis on building a conceptual framework. The focus for this unit is 

the concept Hunters and Collectors, as students work through the 9 steps of 

conceptualisation. Students will compile an Experimental Folio and create a 

Resolved Major Artwork.  Students will be provided with a variety of opportunities 

to create, develop, explore and analyse artworks through practical and theory 

classroom activities. 

In this unit, students are encouraged to consider how different people conceive 

death and how those conceptions have shaped their behaviours and practices 

has varied over time and across cultures. 

This unit will support students to use art to explore and express attitudes toward 

death that are in some respects universal, while in others personally and 

culturally specific. Students will use a wide range of objects, images, and 

structures to negotiate the processes of living, aging, dying, grieving, and 

commemorating. 

In the first half of the unit, students will complete weekly activities that contain 

small Making and Appraising tasks. 

In the second half of the unit, Students will negotiate an independent focus in 

consultation with their teacher to build on their conceptual understandings and 

mastery of materials to develop Resolved artworks.  

 

Foundation Design Year 10 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

INTRO TO VISUAL COMMUNICATION AND DESIGN 

(VCD) 
INTRO TO LASER CUTTING INTRO TO 3-DIMENSIONAL DESIGN AND 3D PRINTING 

INTRO TO DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY AND IMAGE 

EDITING/PASSION PROJECT 

In this unit, students will be introduced to design principles 

and image editing and illustration techniques for producing 

design projects for web, print, and video delivery.  

This unit will introduce how to use design and typography 

principles so students can evaluate and inform their designs 

and how to create design comps to present multiple design 

ideas as part of the design process.  

Students will also consider how Designers use design 

principles to evaluate and inform the consistency and visual 

hierarchy of their design. 

In this unit, students will explore model making, industrial 

design, prototyping approaches for Laser Cutting. Students 

will explore many different materials for making and rapid 

prototyping: cardboard, paper, MDF, wood and acrylics as 

well as textiles, synthetic materials, plastics and polystyrene. 

Students will also consider established technologies such as 

CO2 Laser, Laser Micro jet and Fibre Laser as well as 

methods like Vaporization, Melt/Blow, Thermal Stress 

Cracking, Stealth Dicing and Reactive Cutting. 

In this unit, students will explore model making, industrial 

design, prototyping approaches for 3D Printing.  

Students will explore many different materials for making 

and rapid prototyping including established methods such as 

Stereolithography (SLA), Fused Deposition Modelling 

(FDM), Selective Laser Sintering (SLS).  

Students will also consider emerging technologies such as 

Polyjet photopolymer, Syringe Extrusion, Selective Laser 

Melting (SLM), Electron Beam Melting (EBM) and Laminated 

Object Manufacturing (LOM). 

In this unit, students will take photos and gather images from 

various sources, identifying elements of visual design that 

reflect good composition.  

Students also learn about scanned images, Camera RAW, 

video stills, key digital image terminology, design principles, 

and copyright and fair use. 
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Teaching & Learning Unit Overview Performing Arts 

Performing Arts Year 8 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 

Dance Music Drama 

In this unit, students make and respond to dance cultures, from local, Australian 

and global contexts, that reflect identify, self-expression and community. 

 

KNOW: 

 The elements and characteristics of dance 

 Choreographic devices: canon, transition, unison, repetition  

 

UNDERSTAND: 

 Dance movements can be described in terms of the elements of dance 

 Choreographic devices are used to extend choreography 

 

DO: 

 Choreograph dance phrases 

 Describe dance movements using the elements and characteristics of 
dance 

 Perform dance phrases 

 

 

This unit explores everyday objects as sound sources and ue these objects to 

create rhythmic compositions for performance. 

 

KNOW: 

 Elements of music such as: rhythm, ostinato, beat/pulse, structure and 
form, timbre, texture. 

 Learn about rhythmic ostinato patterns 

 About the junk percussion group STOMP and Weapon of Sound 

 

UNDERSTAND: 

 How a range of different timbres can be produced by non-conventional 
sound sources Understand how the elements of music can be 
manipulated to create a remix or mash up. 

 The importance of ostinato, rhythm and form and structure in a piece of 
music for “junk” percussion  

DO: 

 Watch and listen performances by percussion groups such as STOMP 
and Weapons of Sound, to see how they have used “junk” objects to 
create percussive pieces using elements of music such as rhythm, 
ostinato, beat/pulse, how a piece is structured and how different “junk” 
percussion timbres have been selected and combined to create an 
intended effect.  

 Create a “junk” percussion piece using a non-traditional performance 
space as stimulus for the composition.  

 

Students explore the elements of drama through the manipulation of a script. 

Using a range of dramatic elements and techniques, students are responsible for 

shaping narrative and creating a performance for an audience. Students will take 

part in individual, small and whole group activities in order to demonstrate their 

knowledge of the elements of drama. Students will also develop an understanding 

of prop usage in performance to assist in the development of audience 

understanding. 

  

KNOW: 

 Selected elements of drama (situation, roles, relationships, dramatic tension, 
language and movement, time and place) 

 

UNDERSTAND: 

 General performance skills and basic improvisation.  

 Characterization and how a believable character is created through 

movement and voice.  

  Manipulation of tension for dramatic action.  

 The importance of props in performance to assist in audience understanding.  

 

DO: 

 Improvise small scenes using elements of drama to produce dramatic action 

and meaning 

 Maintain role throughout a scene 

 Create, refine, rehearse small scene 

 Use appropriate terminology when discussing drama 
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Aspiring Performers (Dance) Year 8 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

Mindset of a Dancer Watch Me Shine I Got the Music in Me Media Dance 

Students have entered the subject following an audition, with 

prior dance experience and a passion for Dance.  

Students experience a shift in mindset in relation to flexibility 

and mobility – fascia and its implication are investigated. 

Anatomical knowledge is developed by focusing on: 

 postural muscles (transversus abdominis, pelvic floor, 
multifidus versus movement muscles 

 Hip/pelvis anatomy and muscles to improve turnout 

 Foot extension – gastrocnemius and soleus 

Concepts of the growth mindset and ‘talent’ being equal to 

the hours of practice is also reinforced.  Students will begin 

responding to dance works in a formative manner. 

Students begin to develop technical skills in Ballet learning 

the ACB syllabus. 

They complete a theory exam based on content covered in 

the unit (anatomy and safe dance skills) 

In this unit students begin to prepare for a live performance 

(e.g. eisteddfod, Dance Ed).   

Jazz dance technique is also a focus (along with the ACB 

ballet syllabus work).  Terminology relating to expressive 

and technical skills it learnt.  Formative evaluation of own 

and others performances also occurs. 

Students are assessed on their performance skills 

(eisteddfod routine).  

 

 

 

 

In this unit, students begin to experiment with manipulation 

of movement. 

Students investigate how the elements of dance and 

choreographic devices can be manipulated to reflect music 

choices whilst also creating meaning.  In this way, they also 

gain a deeper understanding of musicality as it relates to 

performance skills. 

Students are assessed on their choreography (manipulation 

of a teacher taught phrase to communicate an intent).  

 

 

This unit provides an introduction to dance tutorials in 

various contexts (online, live classes).   

Students continue learning about the elements of dance and 

how they are selected and structured in different dance 

genres. 

Students are assessed on choreography, performance and 

appreciation through the creation of a dance tutorial. 

 

 

 

Dance Year 9 

 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

All Around the World Rewind Spirit Fingers Telling Stories 

In this unit students are introduced to the structure and 

expectations of the subject of dance at Pimpama Secondary 

College.   The dimensions of Performance and Appreciation 

will be explored in this unit.  

The functions of dance are in focus whereby students 

understand how dances can be classified as predominately 

social, ritual or artistic.  Students interpret a given dance 

after developing an understanding of the characteristics of 

ritual dances.  They learn appreciation theory which includes 

description (using ADSR), interpretation, evaluation (value 

and judgement) and justification.  

Students also begin to develop technical and expressive 

skills by learning, rehearsing and performing dances 

inspired by different cultural/ritual from around the world.  

In this unit students begin to explore the dimension of 

choreography. 

The notion of popular dance is explored by investigating 

popular dances throughout history (e.g. Charleston, Disco, 

Popping and Locking). Students end their investigation into 

popular dance with the hip hop genre. 

 

The six dance actions are taught as a tool for creating dance 

phrases that include variety in movement vocabulary.   

Students gain a understanding of various choreographic 

devices such as canons, call and response, complimentary 

and contrasting chroeoraphy.  

 

 

 

 

 

In this unit, students revist the appreciation dimension, this 

time focusing on how dance elements are used to 

communicate meaning.   

Students develop their analystical skills by analysing to 

understand how choreographers often have a specific 

choreographic style e.g. Bob Fosse. 

Basic dance technique (technical jazz)  is also in focus in 

preparation for the upcoming contemporary unit of work.  

 

 

This unit provides an introduction to contemporary dance.   

Contemporary dance technique is developed and assessed 

in the performance dimension.  Students subsequently gain 

an understanding of the conventions of this genre.   

Students then investigate stimuli and gain an understanding 

of how these can be used as a springboard for the 

choreographic process.  Choreographic devices such as 

abstraction, motifs, retrograde, accumulation and 

fragmentation are in focus. 

Students experiment with improvisation, selection and 

manipulation of their own contemporary dance movement in 

order to create meaningful dances.   
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Dance Year 10 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

All that Rhythm and Music Spectacular Controversial Contemporary Controversial Contemporary 

In this unit students gain an understanding of the 

relationship between music and dance whilst focusing on the 

element of time.  

Students experiment with choreographing to accents and 

lyrics found in music, therefore gaining an understanding of 

how aural elements can impact on choreography.   

Aspects of rhythm (duration, irregular, regular) are also in 

focus and taught via the tap dance genre with the 

performance dimension being assessed.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

This unit introduces students to various performance 

contexts (venues, stage types, purposes).   

This unit extends students’ understanding of spatial 

elements. A focus is placed on levels, planes, group 

formations and complimentary/contrasting shapes.  Staging 

elements (both traditional and non-traditional) are also 

investigated in terms of how they impact on choreographic 

choices.  

Students gain this understanding during the study of the 

appreciation dimension.  They analyse, interpret and 

evaluate events from ‘spectacular’ contexts (such as 

Olympic ceremonies, MTV Music Awards and theme parks) 

before choreographing their own ‘spectacular’ dances.  

In this unit students develop a deep understanding of how 

meaning in contemporary dance is created using 

abstraction.   

They begin by further developing technical and expressive 

skills required in contemporary dance subsequently revising 

the conventions of this genre.   

Newspaper article words are used as the stimuli for 

improvising and selecting movement.  Manipulation of such 

movement occurs using instrumentation and embellishment 

teaching students how choreographic devices can extend 

movement whilst maintaining meaning.   

Abstraction and the 6 dance actions are also revised. 

Students gain the skills to justify their interpretation of a 

contemporary dances by analysing production elements and 

movement components.  

Value and judgment words are revisited to inform 

evaluations of dance pieces viewed.    

 

 

Dance Year 11 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 

Fusion   Innovators of Our Time  Personal Histories  

This is the first unit of work for year 11 Dance.  Students explore and gain an in 

depth understanding of dance components and how they relate to various genres 

in dance.  

The notion that genres can be fused together is brought to light with lyrical hip 

hop’s Tabitha and Napoleon and Afro Jazz routines.     

The learning, rehearsing and performance of dance develops technical and 

expressive skills whilst consolidating students’ understanding of the conventions 

of different dance genres. Musicality is also investigated.   

Students are assessed in the performance dimension.   

 

 

 

In this unit students gain an understanding of what innovation means in the dance 

context by learning about about key dance innovators throughout history. 

Students analyse and interpret dance pieces from the popular dance context (e.g. 

X Factor Australia performances, competition dance shows) evaluating 

innovation. 

The six dance actions are investigated as a foundation choreographic tool along 

with the other choreographic devices such as motifs, complimentary and 

contrasting choreography. The concept of fusion investigated in unit 1 is explored 

further as students innovate and create their own dances using fusion. 

Students further develop technical and expressive skills, this time within the 

contemporary genre, by participating in technique lessons.   

Appreciation, Choreography and performance dimensions are assessed.  

In this unit, students investigate contemporary dance in detail, specifically 

analysing how choreographers use this medium to communicate personal 

histories.   

Choreographers Bangarra and Alvin Ailey are in focus. 

Students explore how they can use personal writing and objects to abstract and 

create movement motifs.   

The dimensions of appreciation and choreography are assessed.   
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Dance Year 12 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

Broadway  Australiana   Break Free   Futures  

In this unit students gain an understanding of Musical 

Theatre dance.  

They learn how Musical Theatre developed and identify 

prominent figures who have helped shape this dance genre.   

Technical and expressive skills in the Jazz/Musical Theatre 

genre are developed through the rehearsal of various dance 

pieces with different character requirements.    

Dance component theory is revised through small 

choreographic tasks.     

Choreographic workshops that focus on production element 

integration assists students in learning how these 

components can enhance the impact of a dance.   

The dimensions of performance and choreography are 

assessed. 

 

This unit is the first contemporary dance unit studied in Year 

12. 

It allows students to further investigate the genre of 

contemporary dance, focusing on Australian artists and 

dance companies.  

This unit aims to develop a greater understanding of 

Australian contemporary dance companies and 

choreographers. Students view works in order to better 

understand this genre (in terms of movement vocabulary 

and dance works).  

Through analysis, interpretation an evaluation, students also 

gain an understanding of how contemporary dance is used 

as a medium of communication of characters.  

The dimensions of appreciation and performance are 

assessed.  

 

In this unit students further develop their understanding of 

contemporary dance by investigating postmodern 

contemporary dance.   

Students learn about key figures who have contributed to 

this contemporary style along with its conventions.    

They explore how social and political statements can be 

communicated through dance and how technology and non-

traditional performance spaces can be utilised in 

choreography.  

The dimensions of appreciation and choreography are 

assessed.    

 

In this unit students reflect on their journey within senior 

dance.  Students may: 

Practice past and recently learned techniques and explore 

teacher repertoire. 

Or  

Explore and develop a personal movement and 

choreographic style 

Or 

evaluate, through analysis and interpretation, a videoed 

dance work from chosen choreographer 

 

 

Aspiring Performers (Drama) Year 7/8 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

Make it up as you go! Rhyme Time Doo-Pi-Dee-Do You’re in Charge! 

Focus: The Elements of Drama/Improvisation 

Students begin developing their understanding of Dramatic 

arts through an in depth study of the Elements of Drama, the 

rules that all performances adhere to. Performance skills are 

developed through participation in improvisation games and 

activities to test their theoretical knowledge.  

Assessment Dimensions covered: 

Responding 

Practical Forming 

Focus: Performance Poetry/Articulation 

Students develop their performance techniques through 

study of performance poetry, in particular the vocal 

dynamics and movement qualities required for an interesting 

and engaging performance. 

 

Assessment dimension covered: 

Presenting 

Focus: Established playtext study/Theatrical design.  

Students will engage with the text Charlie and the Chocolate 

Factory to develop a scene for performance (in groups). 

Students will then complete a folio of theatrical design, 

considering staging requirements and costuming for a live 

performance.  

Assessment Dimensions covered: 

Presenting 

Responding 

Focus: Student Devised theatre.  

In small groups, students develop a full production based on 

a topic of their choosing (approved by teacher). Students are 

to develop their work to persuade their audience on a topic.  

 

Assessment Dimensions covered: 

Practical Forming 
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Drama Year 9/10 – Year A 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

Read Between the Lines Read All About it Old Skool Comedy Soap Bubbles 

Focus: Australian Contemporary Realism and theatrical 

reviews.  

Students are introduced to Australian Contemporary 

Realism through the in depth study of deBase theatre 

Company’s Snagged.  

After analysis of the text, students present a student devised 

interpretation of a section of the text. Students also study a 

filmed live production, analysing and critiquing the 

performance through the completion of a theatrical review.  

Assessment Dimensions covered: 

Presenting 

Responding 

Focus: Documentary drama and student devised theatre.  

Students devise their own piece of Documentary Drama. 

Working from verbatim sources, such as newspaper articles 

and academic writings, students research a topic of interest. 

From this research, students workshop and devise a piece 

of documentary drama for performance.  

Students also reflect on themselves as a learner through 

responding to an unseen stimulus under exam condition.  

Assessment dimension covered: 

Practical Forming  

Responding (Reflection) 

Focus: Commedia Dell’Arte and Script writing. 

Students are introduced to heritage theatre styles through 

studying Commedia Dell’arte. After theoretically and 

physically studying the conventions and characters of the 

style, students write their own Commedia Lazzi (Adhering to 

required scripting conventions. In groups, students then 

present their student devised Lazzis.  

 

Assessment Dimensions covered: 

Non Practical Forming 

Presenting 

Focus: Acting for Screen and Student Devised 

performance. 

Students explore screen acting through the intensive study 

of Soap Operas. From foundation knowledge provided about 

the development of melodrama throughout history, students 

workshop and develop a storyline for a class soap opera. 

Students also reflect on themselves as artist and learner 

through completion of a production journal.  

Assessment Dimensions covered: 

Practical Forming 

Responding (Reflection) 

Drama Year 9/10 – Year B 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

Clowning Around Move it, Move it Little People Cyber Drama 

Focus: Clowning and Script writing.  

Students explore characterisation and movement through 

comedy and clowning styles. Through the writing of 

comedic scenarios, students explore the rich world of 

clowning. Students then present their scenarios to an 

audience of their peers, interacting with their build 

characters.  

 

 

 

Assessment Dimensions covered: 

Non Practical Forming 

Presenting 

Focus: Physical Theatre and Self Devised theatre. 

Through exploration of physical theatre styles and 

influences, students explore issues in society throughout 

movement. Students explore abstract movement and 

gesture to educate their audience without words. The 

development of their performance is accompanied by a 

reflective journal.  

 

 

 

Assessment Dimensions covered: 

Practical Forming 

Responding (Reflective) 

 

Focus: Theatre For young people and Student Devised 

theatre.  

Students visit Pimpama Early Learning centre to develop 

unique artworks for a unique audience. Students will 

devise a piece of original theatre that is suited to a pre-

prep audience. Students are responsible for all aspects of 

their performance, including design and directing. At the 

conclusion of their project, students return to Pimpama 

Early Learning to present to a live audience. Students will 

analyse their work through the completion of a process 

journal.  

Assessment Dimensions covered: 

Practical Forming 

Responding (Reflective)  

Focus: Acting for screen, process drama and 

monologues.  

Through interaction with a class wide process drama, 

students will develop characters responding to a 

worldwide event. Students will also interact with an online 

world, developing monologues and submitting vlogs on 

the event to a collective forum. Students will also analyse 

the conventions of the contemporary style through an 

unseen examination.   

 

Assessment Dimensions covered:  

Practical Forming 

Responding  
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Drama Year 11 

Unit 1 Unit 2 

Aussie Rules Ebb and Flow 

Heritage vs Contemporary Australia  

Students will explore a selection of works from Australian theatre history through to contemporary styles to engage 

and inform audiences. Students will celebrate, chronicle and document stories in different contexts such as personal, 

social and environmental in their art making.  

Assessment Dimensions Covered: 

Forming. Responding. Presenting. 

Shakespeare vs Physical theatre  

Through historical, cultural, environmental and personal contexts, students will explore the Elizabethan style and 

physical theatre to create, transform, celebrate and entertain.  

Assessment Dimensions Covered: 

Forming. Responding. Presenting. 

Drama Year 12 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 

Strange Bedfellows Political Animals After the Storm 

Realism vs Absurd theatre  

Working from a basis of realism, students will then work with absurd theatre 

style, comparing and contrasting the two theatre forms to challenge, chronicle 

and document. Political, philosophical and historical contexts will be explored.  

Assessment Dimensions Covered: 

Forming. Responding. Presenting. 

 

Epic vs Contemporary Political theatre  

Students study the style of epic theatre, comparing it to contemporary political 

theatre to inform, challenge and empower. Students study the personal, 

philosophical and sociological influences of these theatrical styles.  

Assessment Dimensions Covered: 

Forming. Presenting. 

Post Verification  

Post Verification, students may require opportunities to reconnect with 

previous forms studied, enabling them to choose from any of the dimensions 

while exploring the area of community arts. Students will consider their own 

philosophical, geographical and sociological interests to challenge, empower, 

educate and inform.  

Assessment Dimensions Covered:  

Forming. Responding. Presenting. 
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Aspiring Performers Program: Music Year A 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

This unit is designed to introduce students to the 

elements of music through performing, aural skills 

development (listening) and composition (creating).  

Students will explore the musical elements of pitch, 

duration, texture, structure, tone colour and dynamics to 

understand the relationship between the elements. 

Students will develop skills in reading and writing 

notation, as well as basic guitar skills.  

 

This unit is all about Scales!  Students begin with the 

Pentatonic scale and explore this through integrated 

activities of listening, performing, composing and 

improvising.  Students then move onto the Chromatic 

scale and learn about tones and semitones before 

exploring and identifying the difference between major 

and minor scales.  Students will develop basic left and 

right hand keyboard skills to assist them with composition 

skills. 

This unit develops students’ ability to recognise, explore 

and make creative use of the elements of music found in 

variation form.  Students begin by working with a famous 

theme and exploring different musical ways in which this 

can be varied and developed, using the elements of 

music and exploring changes in tonality and rhythm.  

Students explore how composers have used variation 

form in a selection of music from different times and 

places.  

In this unit students explore the instruments of the 

Orchestra and the five main instrument families (strings, 

brass, woodwind, percussion, voice). Through research, 

aural skills development (listening) and composition 

(creating), students will gain an understanding of the role 

of each instrument within the Orchestra and of acoustics 

and how they work. Students will continue to study and 

deepen their knowledge and understanding of the basics 

of duration and pitch.  Students will create their own 

instrument with their knowledge of acoustics and 

instruments.   

Music Year 9 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

This unit is designed to develop students’ knowledge of 

the elements of music through investigating Popular 

Music from varying contexts and genres including the 

different genres of pop music (Commercial Pop, 

Contemporary R n B, Hip Hop, Electronica) and rock 

music (Hard Rock & Soft Rock). This unit underpins the 

basic skills using the elements of music (Pitch, Duration, 

Texture, Structure, Timbre and Expressive Devices) to 

understand the relationship between the elements of 

music and how they are manipulated to create different 

genres of popular music. 

This unit develops students’ ability to recognise that 

music enhances a visual image or sells a product, and to 

compose their own examples. Students will explore how 

personal responses to music can be influenced by 

environments and by the use of musical elements and 

resources and when and how music is used to create an 

intended effect. This unit underpins how music can 

convey ideas and communicate messages in a range of 

media Chords and their function in a progression. 

Students will be able to recognise the relationship 

between musical features and the effects created, 

referring to specific musical devices 

Specific ways in which music and visual images can be 

brought together 

In this unit, students will learn about traditional music, its 

features and instruments of a number of world cultures. 

They will identify ethnic instruments by their 

classifications as membranophones, idiophones, 

aerophones and chordophones. Students will identify 

aurally tones, semitones, pentatonic and major scales. 

This unit explores the features of different world music 

styles and how to analyse world music examples for the 

use of musical elements and different timbres and 

textures.  

 

This unit develops students’ ability to explore sounds and 

compose, using both acoustic and electronic sound 

sources. The emphasis is on how music technology can 

support and affect the way music is created, performed 

and heard.  Students will explore how certain instruments 

produce their sounds (acoustic or electronically). 

This unit explores how individual sounds have their own 

‘fingerprints’, and that synthesisers and samplers can be 

used to reproduce and imitate acoustic sounds. 

Music Year 10 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

This unit is designed to extend on the students’ 

knowledge of the elements of music (Pitch, Duration, 

Texture, Structure, Tone Colour and Dynamics) through 

investigating Dance Music from varying contexts and 

genres: Students will explore the different genres of 

dance music, specific purposes of dance music and the 

historical context of specific dance music. Students will 

explore the relationship between the elements of music 

and how they are manipulated to create dance music and 

why dance music is created for a specific cultural and 

historical purpose.  

 

 

This unit is structured to allow students the ability to 

develop their compositional skills by arranging music from 

a variety of genres for voice and instruments. Students 

acquire and appreciation of a wide variety of instrumental 

and vocal music from a variety of instrumental styles and 

genres including small and large ensembles. Composition 

skills will be explored using variety of orchestration and 

arranging techniques, melody and counter melody writing 

in both Major and Minor keys 

Students will use a wide range of instrumental 

techniques, timbres, textures, forms, and styles of 

different types of ensembles.  

 

This unit is designed to extend on the students’ 

knowledge of the elements of music can be manipulated 

within a specific genre of music.  The unit focuses on the 

Evolution of Rock Music from a historical standpoint, with 

emphasis on the role of lead guitarists, drummers and 

drummers. Students will study the different styles of rock 

music and the historical context of specific rock styles. 

Students will understand the relationship between the 

elements of music and how they are manipulated to 

create rock music.  By comparing stylistic features 

students will understand the difference between earlier 

and more recent Rock music. 

In this unit students will explore fanfares across time and 

place, learning how they have developed as calls to 

attention and enhanced the effect of key moments at a 

variety of different occasions.  Students will know how 

fanfares set the scene and create expectation at the 

beginning / ending of a special occasion (arrival of an 

important person, glorify a monarch, celebrate individual 

success at an awards ceremony and announce the 

beginning of an awards ceremony). 

Students will understand how musical sounds can be 

manipulated into effective, predictable patterns and 

structures to reflect simple contexts. 

 

 



Pimpama State Secondary College 

Curriculum & Assessment Plan 
 | 53 

Music Year 11 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 

Shared Music That’s Entertainment Music in Me 

In this unit students study how musicians work together in different stylistic 

and cultural contexts focusing on the relationships and roles of voices and 

instruments by exploring: 

 Voice and accompaniment 

 Romantic music (Leider)  

 Pop Ballads 

 

 Music contrasting one solo instrument with orchestra/band 

 Classical concerto 

 Jazz 

 Ensembles 

 Indian classical music 

 Gamelan 

 Baroque and Classical Chamber Music 

 

 Large Vocal Ensembles 

 The great choral classical 

African acapella singing 

Music used for entertainment purposes.  The unit focuses on: 

 

 Music as pure entertainment 

 Art Music 

 Popular music styles and genres 

 Jazz, folk and rock 

 Music that supports entertainment  

 Opera 

 Musical Theatre 

 Film and TV 

 Dance/ballet 

Incidental music 

Developing musician ship through understanding of musical elements and 

concepts with a focus on the roles and techniques of instruments in variety of 

styles and genres exploring: 

 Instrument range, characteristic timbre and technical strengths and 
limitations 

 Its use in different genres, its impact on ensembles and idiomatic 
techniques including the use of ICT 

 

The contextual influences on the way it is used, including the cultural 

environment 

 

Music Year 12 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 

Descriptive Music Children of the Revolution Singer/Song Writer 

Study descriptive music from the Romantic period to the present day.  The 

unit focuses on programme and film music exploring how composers have 

used music to convey: 

  

 a story, picture or scene 

 a mood or emotion 

a drama or action 

Study the stylistic and cultural contexts of western art music.  The unit 

focuses on the musical style of individual composers and/or groups of 

composers who were innovators of their time by exploring repertoire from the 

following time periods:  

 
1. Renaissance (1450 – 1600) 

2. Baroque (1600 – 1750) 

3. Classical (1750 – 1820) 

4. Romantic (1820 – 1900) 

5. Modern (1900 – Present) 

 

Exploration of a student’s individual style or area of interest in music. 
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Music Extension Year 12 

INVESTIGATION OF MUSIC SOURCES REALISATION OF THE WORK 

Students will meet with the classroom music teacher for 90 minutes per week as a group. Another three, 70 minute 

periods will be timetabled for each student. During this time, students will be provided with an area in which to work in 

their respective specialisations. 

 

Common class time- students of all specialisations will meet together with the teacher for shared learning 

experiences. During this time, the class teacher will act as a resource to respond to student needs and to provide 

assistance with planning, feedback, editing etc. 

 

All students, regardless of specialisation, are required to complete this task following the conditions set out below. 

Responses may be in one of the following forms: 

 

 

Class time for individual work- this time, though nominally supervised, is for students to work individually in their 

specialisations and fields of study. Performers may practise repertoire, composers may use school computers and 

other resources to develop their compositions and musicologists may use library, computer and other resources for 

research and writing purposes. 

 

The following tables outline Monitoring and Verification requirements and conditions specific to each specialisation. 

 

Assessment conditions for COMPOSITION 

 

 

 

Assessment techniques and conditions for MUSICOLOGY 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment techniques and conditions for MUSICOLOGY 
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Pimpama State Secondary College Assessment Plan – Junior School 

 

 

 

 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Y
e

a
r 

7
 

English       O          A   M         R        M    

Mathematics      A  E          E        A   E          E  

Science   P   ES       ES       ES          A     ES P    ES 

Humanities        P          R          R           R  

HPE         E P        E P         A P        E P   

Design         A         A                       

Chinese                         ES    O    O     ES   

Perf. Arts        P           P          P         P   

ADN                                         

 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Y
e

a
r 

8
 

English        R        O   A      O     A       A    

Mathematics      E   A         E       A    E          E  

Science     F     ES    P    ES    A     S         F P P P P 

Humanities      EE   R          R                      

HPE         E P        E P         A P        E P   

Bus. Ent                         A    P    F   ES   R  

Chinese                             ES          ES  

Perf. Arts     ES P       ES P      P                     

Creative Arts                                         

ITD         P           P                     

ADN                                         
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Pimpama State Secondary College Assessment Plan – Middle School 

 

 

 

 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Y
e

a
r 

9
 

English      A   A         A         A  O        A    

Mathematics      E   A         E       E   A          E   

Science    P ES     A     A     ES     A     ES      ES P P P P 

History      A   F      ES    A                      

GEL                            A          ES   

HPE         E P        E P         A P        E P   

Art                                         

Business         F         F         ES           RE   

Chinese         ES      A    ES          ES     A    ES   

Dance        P       A    P        ES      P     P   

Drama    P      A        P EE      A     P       P A   

Food Studies                                         

ITD        P ES          A         P ES         A   

Music         P          P         P          P   

Playmakers         S          S          M         M   

ADN                                         

 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Y
e

a
r 

1
0
 

English        M       A     A     O     A        A   

Mathematics      E   A         E       A    E         E   

Science     ES     A     ES     A                     

History      S  ES          M                       

Pathways                                         

Art         F          F          F         F   

Biol/Marine                                         

Business        ES          R          ES         R    

Chinese        ES         ES  A         ES       ES  A    

Dance        P       EE    P     P     EE      P      

Design       R F        R F           R F        R    
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Drama    P      A        P EE      A     P       P A   

Graphics         F         M           F        R    

Health          ES         R           R        R   

Hospitality         ES P       A P          A P        A P   

ITD          P         P           P       P    

Music          P         P           P        P   

Physical Ed         A P        A          M             

Rec Studies         A P        A          J             

Tech Studies         P         P           P        R    

TNT     F    J                                

ADN                                         
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Pimpama State Secondary College Assessment Plan – Senior School 

 

 

 

 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Y
e

a
r 

1
1
 

English                                         

Eng. Comm.                                         

Math A                                         

Math B                                         

Math C                                         

PVM                                         

Art                                         

Biology         ES          ERT           EEI        ERT   

Bus Mgmt.         EE          ES          R        R    

Chemistry     ES    ES          ERT           EEI        ES   

Cert II Bus.                                         

Cert III Fit.                                         

Cert II Hosp.                                         

Chinese                                         

Dig. Design        S P         S P        S P          P   

Dance        P       EE    P     P     EE      P      

Drama        A    A       P       P     A      P    

Graphics                                         

Health        R           E            R      M    

Ind. Skills                                         

Inf. Tech. Sys                                         

Legal Studies                                         

Marine                                      EEI   

Music         EE     P A       P   A     M       P    

Phys. Ed         ER P         E P          M P     P A    

Physics     ES    ES          EEI      ES     EEI        ERT   

Rec. Studies         A P         E P          O P      P    

Tech. St.                                         
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 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Y
e

a
r 

1
2
 

English                                         

Eng. Comm.                                         

Math A                                         

Math B                                         

Math C                                         

PVM                                         

Art                                         

Biology          EEI     ES    ES           ERT      S     

Bus Mgmt.         ES         EE           R       R     

Chemistry     ES     ERT         EEI           ES      ES     

Cert II Bus.                                         

Cert III Fit.                                         

Cert II Hosp.                                         

Cert II IDM                                         

Chinese         ES         ES           ES       ES     

Dig. Design        S P         S P         S P      S/P      

Dance      P   P      P    P     EE     P      P      

Drama      P      A      P       P     A      A     

Graphics                                         

Health          A        A           M      M      

Ind. Skills                                         

Inf. Tech. Sys                                         

IDD                                         

Legal Studies                                         

Marine                                         

Music         EE     P A       P   A     M      P     

Phys. Ed         M P        ES P          A P     P A     

Physics     ES     ES         ERT           EEI      ERT     

Rec. Studies         P M       P EE          P A      P      

Tech. St.                                         

 


